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A joint Resolution

TO CREATE A STUDY COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE THE STATE OF MENTAL HEALTH OF SOUTH CAROLINA RESIDENTS, TO PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY COMMITTEE’S MEMBERSHIP, AND TO REQUIRE THE STUDY COMMITTEE TO MAKE CERTAIN FINDINGS AND PREPARE A REPORT FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2025, AFTER WHICH THE STUDY COMMITTEE IS DISSOLVED.

[bookmark: ew_52287fd41]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_cbb90380b]SECTION 1.	(A)	There is created a study committee to examine the state of mental health of South Carolina residents including, but not limited to, trends in mental health treatment and diagnoses, the availability of mental health services, the use of telemedicine, prescribing practice trends, rates of voluntary or involuntary hospital commitment due to mental illness or due to a chemical dependency to alcohol or other drugs, job loss or other employment trends associated with mental illness or mental disorders, and rates of suicide or overdose.
[bookmark: up_d852d9571]	(B)	The study committee shall provide a report that:
[bookmark: up_d427c2ff6]		(1)	addresses the areas of examination set forth in subsection (A); and
[bookmark: up_da29bbdf8]		(2)	makes recommendations for legislative, regulatory, or policy changes to address any identified trends associated with the state of mental health of South Carolina residents.
[bookmark: up_5d3c08ba8]	(C)(1)	The study committee must be composed of thirteen members, consisting of:
[bookmark: up_f4f730639]			(a)	one member of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: up_11e4b9b18]			(b)	one member of the Senate, appointed by the chair of the Senate Medical Affairs Committee;
[bookmark: up_a39257368]			(c)	one member of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
[bookmark: up_273ad2d64]			(d)	one member of the House of Representatives, appointed by the chair of the House Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee;
[bookmark: up_81dfe26aa]			(e)	the Director of the Department of Mental Health, or a designee;
[bookmark: up_19d5b337c]			(f)	the Director of the Department of Alcohol and other Drug Abuse Services, or a designee;
[bookmark: up_eb984230c]			(g)	the Chief of SLED, or a designee with law enforcement experience related to involuntary commitment or other mental health crises;
[bookmark: up_202168c34]			(h)	a probate judge, appointed by the Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court;
[bookmark: up_6eae8e9ab]			(i)		a circuit solicitor or judge with drug court experience, appointed by the Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court;
[bookmark: up_ca5b8c32a]			(j)(i)	two psychiatrists, psychologists, or other mental health counselors with relevant professional experience who treat adults, appointed by the Governor, upon recommendation of an appropriate professional licensing board, one of whom must provide services predominantly to patients in rural communities of the State or to Medicaid patients;
[bookmark: up_4e82b8b1c]				(ii)	two psychiatrists, psychologists, or other mental health counselors with relevant professional experience who treat children and adolescents, appointed by the Governor, upon recommendation of an appropriate professional licensing board, one of whom must provide services predominantly to patients in rural communities of the State or to Medicaid patients.
[bookmark: up_721684e4d]		(2)	A vacancy in the membership of the study committee must be filled in the manner of original appointment.
[bookmark: up_d4783e359]		(3)	Members of the committee shall serve without per diem, mileage, or other compensation generally provided to members of boards and commissions.
[bookmark: up_32bef8225]	(D)(1)	The Senate Medical Affairs Committee and the House Medical, Military, Public and Municipal  Committee shall provide appropriate staffing for the study committee.
[bookmark: up_f0c47ca5d]		(2)	The study committee may obtain data or other information from state agencies that is relevant to the purposes of this study committee, including from the Department of Health and Environmental Control, the Department of Health and Human Services, and the Department of Employment and Workforce; provided, however, only aggregated data with no personally identifiable data may be obtained by the study committee. Any state agency that receives a request pursuant to this joint resolution shall respond promptly and provide the requested data or other information.
[bookmark: up_35d305fe9]	(E)	The study committee shall provide a report with findings and recommendations to the General Assembly by January 1, 2025. The study committee shall dissolve upon providing its report to the General Assembly or on January 1, 2025, whichever occurs first.

[bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection]SECTION 2.	This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the Governor.	
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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