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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY enacting the “rural area support act”; and by ADDING article 13 to chapter 77, Title 38 so as to require all automobile insurance policies to contain an appraisal clause, TO REQUIRE AUTOMOBILE REPAIRS TO FOLLOW MANUFACTURER’S INSTRUCTIONS, TO ALLOW AN INSURED TO SELECT A VENDOR FOR SERVICES ARISING UNDER AN AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE POLICY, and TO REQUIRE INSURERS TO UTILIZE SOUTH CAROLINA-OWNED VENDORS FOR AT LEAST FIFTY PERCENT OF ITS COVERED SERVICES.

[bookmark: ew_2d841e92e]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_dd83206db][bookmark: citing_act_492b8a680]SECTION 1.	This act may be cited as the “Rural Area Support Act”.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_4c6b68ec7][bookmark: dl_1da40de34]SECTION 2.	Chapter 77, Title 38 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_3f305d2fa]	Article 13

[bookmark: up_59aa21b74]	Rural Area Support

[bookmark: ns_T38C77N1310_d4e4629fe]	Section 38-77-1310.	Notwithstanding another provision of law, all new automobile insurance policies issued in this State must include an appraisal clause. At the time of renewal of an existing automobile insurance policy, the insurer must include an appraisal clause.

[bookmark: ns_T38C77N1320_5586bf8b1]	Section 38-77-1320.		All automobile repairs provided by an automobile insurer pursuant to an automobile insurance policy must follow the manufacturer’s instructions on auto body repairs for vehicles produced in 2015 and forward.

[bookmark: ns_T38C77N1330_7a737be54][bookmark: ss_T38C77N1330SA_lv1_64eba531d]	Section 38-77-1330.	(A) An insured has the right to choose the body shop and rental car company of the insured’s choice.
[bookmark: ss_T38C77N1330SB_lv1_870761deb]	(B) When an insured chooses a vendor that is not a contracted vendor for the insurer, all coverages and services must be provided without bias.
[bookmark: ss_T38C77N1330SC_lv1_e2ebe11a3]	(C) In South Carolina, a vehicle owner shall not be required by an insurer to travel unreasonable distances into the urban areas to obtain an estimate, vehicle repairs, or a rental car.
[bookmark: ss_T38C77N1330SD_lv1_a78430a9b]	(D) For purposes of this section, vendors include body shops, rental car companies, glass companies, and automobile parts companies.

[bookmark: ns_T38C77N1340_bccc54a69][bookmark: ss_T38C77N1340SA_lv1_a0b54df37]	Section 38-77-1340.	(A) An insurer in this State cannot direct more than half of its claims to vendors that are not South Carolina owned companies.
[bookmark: ss_T38C77N1340SB_lv1_c77c69c4d]	(B) For purposes of this section, vendors include body shops, rental car companies, glass companies, and automobile parts companies.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑


	2	
