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(A177, R218, H4617)

[bookmark: at_1d378028a]AN ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 44‑53‑230, RELATING TO SCHEDULE III CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES, SO AS TO ADD XYLAZINE AS A SCHEDULE III CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE;  BY ADDING SECTION 44‑53‑372 SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE PRODUCTION, MANUFACTURE, DISTRIBUTION, OR POSSESSION OF XYLAZINE, WITH EXCEPTIONS, AND TO ESTABLISH ASSOCIATED CRIMINAL PENALTIES; AND BY ADDING SECTION 44‑53‑373 SO AS TO CREATE AN EXCEPTION FOR VETERINARY USE OF XYLAZINE.

[bookmark: ew_89b7bbe30]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Schedule III controlled substances

[bookmark: bs_num_1_1846553de][bookmark: dl_ec9c88748]SECTION 1.	Section 44‑53‑230(c) of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T44C53N230_71de681f1]		13. Xylazine.

Prohibited acts, xylazine

[bookmark: bs_num_2_fe959e3cf][bookmark: dl_a4fa197ea]SECTION 2.	Article 3, Chapter 53, Title 44 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T44C53N372_07b0ecb98][bookmark: ss_T44C53N372SA_lv1_74685eda0][bookmark: ss_T44C53N372S1_lv2_edb71e60f]	Section 44‑53‑372.	(A)(1) It is unlawful for any person to knowingly or intentionally produce, manufacture, distribute, or possess with intent to produce, manufacture, or distribute xylazine for a use other than a nonhuman use.
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N372S2_lv2_f63439c7e]		(2) A person who violates the provisions of this subsection is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not more than ten years or fined not more than fifteen thousand dollars, or both.
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N372SB_lv1_801c0c5de][bookmark: ss_T44C53N372S1_lv2_855d2ec20]	(B)(1) It is unlawful for any person to knowingly or intentionally possess xylazine.
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N372S2_lv2_1b4ceaecd]		(2) A person who violates the provisions of this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not more than one hundred eighty days or fined not more than five hundred dollars, or both.
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N372SC_lv1_5bf319242]	(C) The provisions of this section do not apply to any of the following:
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N372S1_lv2_5780f2810]		(1) the production, manufacturing, distribution, or possession of xylazine for use in legitimate veterinary practice;
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N372S2_lv2_ff34b23e9][bookmark: ss_T44C53N372S3_lv2_043d32f62]		(2) the production, manufacturing, distribution, or possession of a xylazine bulk chemical for pharmaceutical compounding by a licensed pharmacist or veterinarian for use in a nonhuman species; 		(3) the possession of xylazine pursuant to a valid prescription from a licensed veterinarian for use in a nonhuman species; or
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N372S4_lv2_ce23be08d]		(4) the possession of xylazine in an injectable form for use in a nonhuman species.
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N372SD_lv1_25de51672]	(D) For purposes of this section, “xylazine” means xylazine and any salt, sulfate, isomer, homologue, analogue, or other preparation of xylazine, and any salt, isomer, compound, derivative, precursor, homologue, analogue, or other preparation thereof that is substantially chemically equivalent or identical to xylazine.

Xylazine, authorized uses

[bookmark: bs_num_3_95ef4e34f][bookmark: dl_a8bc00621]SECTION 3.	Chapter 53, Title 44 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T44C53N373_3a9a09376][bookmark: up_980794c4I]	Section 44‑53‑373.	Nothing in this article applies to veterinarians in connection with the practice of their profession and the legitimate use of xylazine within the veterinary practice, including:
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N373SA_lv1_55aab421]	(A) the distribution or possession of xylazine by a licensed veterinarian for use in legitimate veterinary practice;
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N373SB_lv1_c2e1d4fd]	(B) the possession of xylazine pursuant to a valid prescription from a licensed veterinarian; or
[bookmark: ss_T44C53N373SC_lv1_0066e564]	(C) the possession of xylazine in an injectable form for use in nonhuman species.

Time effective

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Ratified the 15th day of May, 2024.

Approved the 20th day of May, 2024. 
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