


South Carolina General Assembly
125th Session, 2023-2024

H. 4872

STATUS INFORMATION

General Bill
Sponsors: Reps. Haddon, Forrest and Hixon
Document Path: LC-0567WAB24.docx

Introduced in the House on January 17, 2024
Currently residing in the House Committee on Education and Public Works

Summary: Campus security


HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

	Date	Body	Action Description with journal page number	
	1/17/2024	House	Introduced and read first time (House Journal‑page 15)
	1/17/2024	House	Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works (House Journal‑page 15)

View the latest  legislative information  at the website


VERSIONS OF THIS BILL

01/17/2024












A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59-116-10, SECTION 59-116-20, SECTION 59-116-30, SECTION 59-116-80, AND SECTION 59-116-120, all relating to the establishment and conduct of campus security departments by private institutions of higher learning in this state, so as to include the governor’s school for science and mathematics, tHE GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL FOR AGRICULTURE AT JOHN DE LA HOWE, and the governor’s school for arts and humanities among the institutions that may establish and maintain such campus security departments.

[bookmark: ew_72b3a9a09]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_f7e1f3ea2][bookmark: dl_11aa06a65]SECTION 1.	Section 59-116-10 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C116N10_0b5094a10][bookmark: up_5098650f3]	Section 59-116-10.	As used in this chapter:
[bookmark: ss_T59C116N10S1_lv1_1f2d06f93]	(1) “Campus” means the grounds and buildings owned and occupied by a college or university or of a Governor’s School for education purposes and streets and roads through and contiguous to the grounds.
[bookmark: ss_T59C116N10S2_lv1_eb6ac9f3f]	(2) “College or university” means a state chartered two or four-year private educational institution of higher learning located in this State.
[bookmark: ss_T59C116N10S3_lv1_513374330]	(3) “Campus police officer” means an employee of a college or university or of a Governor’s School whose duties include the enforcement of the laws of this State; the preservation of public order; the protection of life and property; the prevention, detection, or investigation of crime; or a combination of those duties. It does not include personnel of a private company which provides security services on a contract basis for the institution concerned.
[bookmark: ss_T59C116N10S4_lv1_b5c9f2de7]	(4) “Governor’s School” means the Special School of Science and Mathematics established in Chapter 48, the Governor’s School for Agriculture at John de la Howe established in Chapter 49, and the Governor's School for the Arts and Humanities established in Chapter 50.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_11d261e07][bookmark: dl_b8b60a34f]SECTION 2.	Section 59-116-20 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C116N20_bdca2df3b][bookmark: ss_T59C116N20SA_lv1_2428c651c]	Section 59-116-20.	(A) The board of trustees governing board of each college or university and each Governor’s School may establish a safety and security department and appoint and employ campus police officers to carry out the functions of the department. While on duty, campus police officers shall wear distinctive uniforms prescribed by the board of trustees or its designees.
[bookmark: ss_T59C116N20SB_lv1_5158081b6]	(B) The officers must be commissioned as constables pursuant to Section 23-1-60 and take the oath of office prescribed by law and the state Constitution for those officers. The jurisdiction of such a constable is limited to the campus grounds and streets and roads through and contiguous to them.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_b5839b923][bookmark: dl_b8854dfff]SECTION 3.	Section 59-116-30(C) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C116N30_2993ae9ce][bookmark: ss_T59C116N30SC_lv1_1c0eab7b2]	(C) Safety and security departments created and operated by the governing boards of trustees of institutions under this chapter for the purposes of this chapter are campus police departments and the sworn campus police officers of the department are campus police officers.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_72bcc837a][bookmark: dl_3d77a3c61]SECTION 4.	Section 59-116-80(A) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C116N80_2c52e8b84][bookmark: ss_T59C116N80SA_lv1_f1927128c]	(A) It is unlawful for a person to falsely represent himself to be a campus police officer, agent, or employee of a safety and security department of a college or universityan institution under this chapter, or arrest, detain, search, or question in any manner the person or property of a person, nor may a person without the authority of the governing board of the institution wear its official uniform, insignia, badge, or identification of the department.

[bookmark: bs_num_5_53eba52ce][bookmark: dl_0d91533a9]SECTION 5.	Section 59-116-120 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C116N120_35abb9192]	Section 59-116-120.	The provisions of this chapter may not be construed to prevent colleges and universitiesinstitutions under this chapter from employing or continuing to employ guards, gatekeepers, and other security personnel, and the chapter applies only to those security officers who are granted the additional law enforcement authority including the power to arrest provided for officers who fulfill the requirements and meet the standards prescribed in this chapter.

[bookmark: bs_num_6_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 6.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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