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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 48‑39‑150, RELATING TO APPROVAL OR DENIAL OF PERMITS, SO AS TO ESTABLISH TIMELINES FOR THE DEPARTMENT TO TAKE ACTION ON A PERMIT APPLICATION.
	Amend Title To Conform

[bookmark: ew_dda085d1b]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_26ea239b4][bookmark: dl_28b62a4e6]SECTION 1.	Section 48‑39‑150(C) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T48C39N150_2f97997e3][bookmark: ss_T48C39N150SC_lv1_b68dc4741]	(C) The department shall act upon an application for a permit within ninety days after the application is filedrequest is determined by the department to be administratively and technically complete. Provided, however, that in the case of minor developments, as defined in Section 48‑39‑10, the department shall have the authority to approve such permits and shall act within thirty days after the request is determined by the department to be administratively and technically complete. If the department requests additional technical information from the applicant, that request must be made within fifteen days after the conclusion of the public notice period. If a department request for additional technical information is not made within fifteen days after the conclusion of the public notice period, the application shall be considered complete and a decision must be rendered within the time frames prescribed above. In the event a permit is denied the department shall state the reasons for such denial and such reasons must be in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_f64448565][bookmark: dl_8f3aaf8b3]SECTION 2.	Section 48-39-80(B)(11) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T48C39N80_baf7006c5][bookmark: ss_T48C39N80S11_lv2_d21ed8cb]	(11) Develop a system whereby the department shall have the authority to review all state and federal permit applications in the coastal zone, and to certify that these do not contravene the management plan. For individual navigable waters permits for docks located in the eight coastal counties but outside of critical areas, a coastal zone consistency certification is deemed approved if certification review is not completed within thirty days of an administratively complete application. For all other permits, a coastal zone consistency certification is deemed approved if certification review is not completed within ninety days of an administratively complete application.
[bookmark: bs_num_3_6ea4aa9ec][bookmark: dl_ff7235b13]SECTION 3.	Chapter 6, Title 48 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T48C6N35_b20983034][bookmark: ss_T48C6N35SA_lv1_8cf9d4b38]	Section 48-6-35.	(A) The Department of Environmental Services may hire one or more third-party, independent engineers to assist the department in its duties.
[bookmark: ss_T48C6N35SB_lv1_dda132ac5]	(B) The department must establish such reasonable regulations with respect to the qualifications of contractors allowed to bid on work of the department. Such regulations may fix eligibility requirements for bidders according to available capital and with due regard to experience and records of past performance. 

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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