


South Carolina General Assembly
126th Session, 2025-2026

H. 4520

STATUS INFORMATION

General Bill
Sponsors: Rep. White
Document Path: LC-0243HDB25.docx

Introduced in the House on May 6, 2025
Currently residing in the House Committee on Judiciary

Summary: Closed primaries


HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

	Date	Body	Action Description with journal page number	
	5/6/2025	House	Introduced and read first time (House Journal‑page 232)
	5/6/2025	House	Referred to Committee on Judiciary (House Journal‑page 232)

View the latest  legislative information  at the website


VERSIONS OF THIS BILL

05/06/2025




[bookmark: open_doc_here]







A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 7-5-172 SO AS TO REQUIRE VOTER REGISTRATION TO INCLUDE PARTY AFFILIATION; BY ADDING SECTION 7-13-17 SO AS TO REQUIRE THE CONDUCTING OF CLOSED PRIMARIES IN THIS STATE; AND TO REQUIRE THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT PROCEDURES NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT.

[bookmark: ew_6de82e940]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_c1764aed2][bookmark: dl_3dbdf20c0]SECTION 1.	Article 3, Chapter 5, Title 7 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T7C5N172_65135c512][bookmark: ss_T7C5N172SA_lv1_2cd90ac88]	Section 7‑5‑172.	(A) Voter registration must include party affiliation selection.
[bookmark: ss_T7C5N172SB_lv1_a9b7be386]	(B) A voter may change his registered party affiliation once annually.
[bookmark: ss_T7C5N172SC_lv1_9b466f589]	(C) Any party affiliation change must be submitted and received at least sixty days prior to any primary in order to be effective for that primary election.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_5557d1452][bookmark: dl_69b07798d]SECTION 2.	Article 1, Chapter 13, Title 7 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T7C13N17_784783da6][bookmark: ss_T7C13N17SA_lv1_2c31e120b]	Section 7‑13‑17.	(A) All primary elections conducted in this State must be closed primaries.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N17SB_lv1_e27c230bb]	(B) Only voters registered with a political party may be allowed to vote in that party’s primary election.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N17S1_lv2_565527a4d]		(1) Only voters registered as Republicans may be allowed to vote in the Republican Party Primary.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N17S2_lv2_c072e211d]		(2) Only voters registered as Democrats may be allowed to vote in the Democratic Party Primary.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N17S3_lv2_ad2c8475c]		(3) Only voters registered with any other officially recognized political party may be allowed to vote in that party’s primary.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_57788f4b3]SECTION 3.	The State Election Commission shall develop and implement procedures necessary to carry out the provisions of this act, including maintaining accurate records of party affiliations and changes to party affiliations.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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