


South Carolina General Assembly
126th Session, 2025-2026

H. 4638

STATUS INFORMATION

General Bill
Sponsors: Reps. Oremus, McCravy, Pope, Chumley and White
Document Path: LC-0334VR26.docx

Introduced in the House on January 13, 2026
Currently residing in the House

Summary: Human Embryos


HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

	Date	Body	Action Description with journal page number	
	12/16/2025	House	Prefiled
 
	12/16/2025	House	Referred to Committee on Judiciary
	1/13/2026	House	Introduced and read first time (House Journal‑page 43)
	1/13/2026	House	Referred to Committee on Judiciary (House Journal‑page 43)
	1/20/2026	House	Member(s) request name added as sponsor: White
 

View the latest  legislative information  at the website


VERSIONS OF THIS BILL

12/17/2025












A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING ARTICLE 17 TO CHAPTER 43, TITLE 44 SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OR PURCHASE OF HUMAN EMBRYOS CREATED BY IN VITRO FERTILIZATION; AND TO ESTABLISH PENALTIES.

[bookmark: ew_d5b492706]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_d508b3011][bookmark: dl_135e64a4b]SECTION 1.	Chapter 43, Title 44 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_684218d16]Article 17

[bookmark: up_7d2e0e5a9]Human Embryos

[bookmark: ns_T44C43N1710_33b32c56d][bookmark: ss_T44C43N1710SA_lv1_6d43296b8][bookmark: open_doc_here]	Section 44‑43‑1710.	(A) A person may not knowingly advertise or offer to purchase or sell, or purchase, sell, or otherwise transfer for valuable consideration, a human embryo created by in vitro fertilization. As used in this section, the term “valuable consideration” does not include the reasonable costs associated with the removal, storage, and transportation of a human embryo.
[bookmark: ss_T44C43N1710SB_lv1_c78d3906b]	(B) A person who violates this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction:
[bookmark: ss_T44C43N1710S1_lv2_59a8be536]		(1) for a first offense, must be imprisoned not more than fifteen years;
[bookmark: ss_T44C43N1710S2_lv2_8e5bc2315]		(2) for a second offense, must be imprisoned not more than thirty years;
[bookmark: ss_T44C43N1710S3_lv2_2e5653f1b]		(3) for a third or subsequent offense, must be imprisoned not more than forty‑five years.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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