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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 16‑15‑260 SO AS TO CREATE THE CRIMINAL OFFENSE OF COERCION TO OBTAIN AN ABORTION; TO ESTABLISH PENALTIES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

[bookmark: ew_750abf967]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_37efd722a][bookmark: dl_d2c48b2ac]SECTION 1.	Article 1, Chapter 15, Title 16 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T16C15N260_0f1f5dd0c][bookmark: ss_T16C15N260SA_lv1_fed556329]	Section 16‑15‑260.	(A) Coercion to obtain an abortion is the unlawful act of a person engaging in coercion with knowledge that a woman is pregnant and with the intent to compel the woman to obtain an abortion when the woman has expressed her desire to not obtain an abortion.
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260SB_lv1_ddfa715a4][bookmark: ss_T16C15N260S1_lv2_dbd209331]	(B)(1) A person who violates the provisions of subsection (A) is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than five thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year, or both; or
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260S2_lv2_9fcd84514]		(2) If the person violating the provisions of subsection (A) is the father or the putative father of the pregnant woman’s unborn child and, at the time of the violation, the person is eighteen years of age or older and the pregnant woman is a minor under the age of eighteen years of age, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year, or both.
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260SC_lv1_640869bcb]	(C) As used in this section:
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260S1_lv2_451ce2157]		(1) “Abortion” means the same as defined in Section 44‑41‑610.
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260S2_lv2_802988ad2]		(2) “Coercion” means any of the following:
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260Sa_lv3_c0cdf62f1]			(a) threatening to harm or physically restrain an individual or the creation or execution of any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause an individual to believe that failure to perform an act would result in financial harm to, or physical restraint of, an individual;
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260Sb_lv3_3e5e88298]			(b) abusing or threatening abuse of the legal system, including threats of arrest or deportation without regard to whether the individual being threatened is subject to arrest or deportation under the laws of this State or the United States;
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260Sc_lv3_50dd71733]			(c) knowingly destroying, concealing, removing, confiscating, or possessing any actual or purported passport or other immigration document or any other actual or purported government identification document from an individual without regard to whether the documents are fraudulent or fraudulently obtained; or
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260Sd_lv3_18cff66ed]			(d) facilitating or controlling an individual’s access to a controlled substance, as defined in Section 44‑53‑110, and amendments thereto, other than for a legitimate medical purpose.
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260S3_lv2_91f4fedbc]		(3) “Financial harm” means any of the following:
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260Sa_lv3_2193df16a]			(a) any loan, promissory note, or other credit instrument that provides for interest at a rate that is prohibited by state or federal law;
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260Sb_lv3_38aa2312d]			(b) any employment contract or other agreement for the payment of wages that violates Chapter 10, Title 41;
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260Sc_lv3_ec76ac681]			(c) blackmail as defined in Section 16‑17‑640; or
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260Sd_lv3_3c8fbba0c]			(d) any other adverse financial consequence.
[bookmark: ss_T16C15N260S4_lv2_b342ff9c3]		(4) “Unborn child” means the same as defined in Section 44‑41‑610.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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