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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS by ENACTing THE “SOUTH CAROLINA RESOURCE INDEPENDENCE AND RESILIENCE ACT” BY ADDING CHAPTER 35 TO TITLE 1 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE STATE RESOURCE COMMISSION TO ACHIEVE AND MAINTAIN A minimum TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT in the IN-STATE PRODUCTION OF CERTAIN ESSENTIAL RESOURCES BY 2036.

[bookmark: wa_810d1cfb9]Whereas, global supply chain disruptions have revealed the vulnerabilities of overreliance on out‑of‑state and international imports of essential resources; and

[bookmark: wa_42bbc16d0]Whereas, a robust and sustainable local production economy enhances public safety, energy security, job creation, and environmental stewardship; and

[bookmark: wa_012dd5df5]Whereas, South Carolina possesses sufficient natural resources, workforce capacity, and technological innovation to increase the local production of essential goods and services needed for resident well‑being and economic stability; and

[bookmark: wa_fcd77b44b]Whereas, South Carolina can take steps to strengthen economic security, environmental stability, and resilience in the State by requiring minimum thresholds for the in-state production of critical resources, including, but not limited to, food and energy through coordinated planning, investment, and public‑private cooperation. Now, therefore:

[bookmark: ew_ef9824dc7]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_f0c38631c][bookmark: citing_act_133af21b0]SECTION 1.	This act may be cited as the “South Carolina Resource Independence and Resilience Act.”

[bookmark: bs_num_2_b91928a78][bookmark: dl_9988e9dd9]SECTION 2.	Title 1 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_8060bbe93]CHAPTER 35

[bookmark: up_cb91f4db2]State Resource Commission

[bookmark: ns_T1C35N10_a7193805c][bookmark: up_d075a5459]	Section 1-35-10.	It is the policy of the State of South Carolina to:
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N10S1_lv1_47b8101d9]		(1) achieve and maintain a minimum percentage in the in-state production of the following categories of essential resources:
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N10Sa_lv2_d94971ab9]			(a) agricultural products and food necessary for the nutrition and sustenance of South Carolina residents;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N10Sb_lv2_d321e540a]		(b) electricity, natural gas, renewable energy, and fuel sources used in residential, commercial, industrial, and public infrastructure; and
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N10Sc_lv2_93ec30c5d]		(c) water infrastructure and critical materials as designated and updated periodically by the South Carolina Department of Commerce, in consultation with the South Carolina Department of Agriculture and other relevant agencies;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N10S2_lv1_9de1f38cf]		(2) set the minimum percentage set forth in item (1) to fifteen percent by 2031, and twenty-five percent by 2036; and
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N10S3_lv1_2a6f695ac]		(3) establish intermediate benchmarks and strategies to guide implementation, measure performance, and ensure continuous progress toward the twenty-five percent target.

[bookmark: ns_T1C35N20_8d040bb8c][bookmark: ss_T1C35N20SA_lv1_537a4b219]	Section 1-35-20.	(A) There is established the “State Resource Commission” (SRC) within the Office of the Governor.
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20SB_lv1_e8f4fc4b7]	(B) The commission shall:
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S1_lv2_50f71da72]		(1) coordinate statewide resource independence initiatives in collaboration with relevant state agencies;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S2_lv2_639f9dcd3]		(2) develop and oversee a comprehensive implementation plan to meet the benchmarks set forth in this chapter;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S3_lv2_9b1998ff5]		(3) maintain a public dashboard tracking progress, performance data, and updates to the state’s critical resources list; and
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S4_lv2_224157f08]		(4) facilitate interagency cooperation and stakeholder engagement.
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20SC_lv1_95c62a937]	(C) The SRC shall consist of the following members, all appointed by the Governor:
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S1_lv2_04d295217]		(1) one representative from the Department of Commerce;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S2_lv2_01fa084e7]		(2) one representative from the Department of Agriculture;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S3_lv2_afa358a90]		(3) one representative from the State Energy Office;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S4_lv2_433d3e60b]		(4) one representative from the Department of Natural Resources;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S5_lv2_dd06dbb1b]		(5) one representative from Clemson University; and
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N20S6_lv2_200a9e556]		(6) two members from the private sector with relevant industry expertise.

[bookmark: ns_T1C35N30_c914b190c][bookmark: ss_T1C35N30SA_lv1_943134ab0]	Section 1-35-30.	(A) The SRC shall consult with the Department of Commerce, the Department of Revenue, and other relevant agencies to develop and recommend a package of incentives to promote in-state production of essential resources, including:
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N30S1_lv2_3d7b96c75]		(1) tax credits for businesses and individuals engaged in local food or energy production;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N30S2_lv2_d2d4e7929]		(2) grants or low-interest loans for infrastructure, equipment, and capacity building for small producers and manufacturers; and
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N30S3_lv2_61c1e1d75]		(3) specific incentive programs for farmers, solar and renewable energy developers, cooperatives, and small manufacturers contributing to the production benchmarks established by this chapter.
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N30SB_lv1_7fc989735]	(B) In developing the package required by subsection (A), the SRC shall prioritize the in-state production of essential resources in and for rural, underserved, and economically distressed communities.

[bookmark: ns_T1C35N40_8c0b3a41f][bookmark: ss_T1C35N40SA_lv1_bee42bc96]	Section 1-35-40.	(A) The SRC shall submit an annual report to the General Assembly, beginning no later than December 31, 2027, and each year thereafter, detailing:
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N40S1_lv2_ce0624c04]		(1) progress toward the benchmarks established in this chapter;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N40S2_lv2_1ef920412]		(2) challenges or barriers to implementation;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N40S3_lv2_115b8af1c]		(3) recommendations for policy modifications, funding needs, or legislative changes; and
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N40S4_lv2_aa4bb6900]		(4) a summary of public and private sector contributions.
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N40SB_lv1_121b9cbc0]	(B) All reports shall be made available to the public through a dedicated website managed by the SRC.

[bookmark: ns_T1C35N50_688b047c7][bookmark: ss_T1C35N50SA_lv1_b8e5fbd9b]	Section 1-35-50.	(A) The SRC is authorized to facilitate public-private partnerships with:
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N50S1_lv2_8d431a541]		(1) research universities, community colleges, and technical schools to develop workforce training programs and resource-related technology;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N50S2_lv2_fafc2e611]		(2) electric cooperatives, agricultural cooperatives, and industry associations to scale up local production; and
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N50S3_lv2_dfd1583de]		(3) nonprofit organizations and local governments to support regional resilience and capacity building.
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N50SB_lv1_7afab9f85]	(B) Additionally, the provisions of this chapter may be funded by:
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N50S1_lv2_7f0bc326e]		(1) appropriations from the General Assembly;
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N50S2_lv2_d22520943]		(2) federal infrastructure, agricultural, or energy grants, as available; and
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N50S3_lv2_1811f5420]		(3) private-sector partnerships and contributions as set forth in subsection (A), including cost‑sharing agreements.
[bookmark: ss_T1C35N50SC_lv1_9c967b105]	(C) The SRC is authorized to apply for and manage any grants or appropriations necessary to fulfill its duties under this chapter.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect July 1, 2026.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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