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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING ARTICLE 4 TO CHAPTER 101, TITLE 59 SO AS TO REQUIRE EACH PUBLIC COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY, AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE IN THIS STATE AND EACH INDEPENDENT INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THIS STATE THAT RECEIVES CERTAIN LOTTERY SCHOLARSHIP‑FUNDED TUITION PAYMENTS TO IMPLEMENT A SAFETY TRAINING PROGRAM FOR ALL NEW STUDENTS, TO PROVIDE EXCLUSIONS FROM THE PROGRAMS, TO PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PROGRAMS, TO REQUIRE EACH INSTITUTION TO COMPILE AND ANNUALLY REPORT CERTAIN CAMPUS CRIME STATISTICS, AMONG OTHER THINGS, TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, AND TO PROVIDE ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS.

[bookmark: ew_8b1900b4f]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_dcea7feb9][bookmark: dl_b3b24bbb8]SECTION 1.	Chapter 101, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_48bde4582]Article 4

[bookmark: up_9c005eae9]College Safety Training Programs for Students

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N810_359d2ac53][bookmark: up_80c3e8737]	Section 59‑101‑810.	As used in this article:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N810S1_lv1_85815a5d8]		(1) “Institution of higher learning” means each public college, public university, private college, private university, and technical college in this State that receives tuition payments from a South Carolina Education Lottery‑funded scholarship or grant.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N810S2_lv1_25caef53d]		(2) “Public safety director” means the director or equivalent designated leader of a campus public safety department.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N810S3_lv1_925f6e97e]		(3) “Campus public safety department” means the division of an institution of higher learning that provides law enforcement and safety services to the institution.

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N820_683a54f64][bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SA_lv1_117342601]	Section 59‑101‑820.	(A) Each institution of higher learning shall develop and implement a safety training program for all new students. The training must be administered during the student’s initial orientation or within the first thirty days of the student’s arrival on campus. The provisions of this subsection apply to undergraduate and graduate students who are enrolled on a full‑time or part‑time basis and physically attend class on campus. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S1_lv2_59086e231]		(1) students who are only enrolled in adult education, dual enrollment, or certificate programs;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S2_lv2_6a5c14ba8]		(2) continuing education students; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S3_lv2_77ddaf477]		(3) transient students.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SB_lv1_014d30375][bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S1_lv2_c88570653]	(B)(1) The training program for an institution of higher learning to which the provisions of this article apply pursuant to subsection (A) must be developed by the institution’s public safety director, in coordination with the institution’s president and governing board. In the absence of a campus public safety department, a technical college or an independent institution of higher learning to which the provisions of this article apply pursuant to subsection (A) shall contract with the security personnel that it uses on campus to develop and implement the student safety training in coordination with the president and governing board.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S2_lv2_554435f3b]		(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of item (1), the president of the University of South Carolina system, in coordination with the governing board, shall work with the appropriate administrative personnel, public safety personnel, or both at each system institution to ensure that each campus implements a training program as required by this chapter.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S3_lv2_52ec86132]		(3) The content, format, and delivery method of the training must be determined by each institution and may include orientation programs, first‑year experience courses, online modules, or any other methods considered appropriate by the institution.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SC_lv1_f0282f09a]	(C) A student safety training program must include information and instruction on the following topics:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S1_lv2_764d3fdd5]		(1) personal safety and situational awareness on campus;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S2_lv2_4df66869a]		(2) emergency procedures, including evacuation, lockdown, and shelter‑in‑place protocols;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S3_lv2_188cc97d5]		(3) how to access campus security services, emergency alerts, and communication systems;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S4_lv2_b9a1ee9d8]		(4) prevention of and response to sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, and stalking, including Title IX rights and reporting procedures;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S5_lv2_5c03b72b9]		(5) the role and contact information of the institution’s behavioral intervention team or threat assessment team, if applicable; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S6_lv2_783034f87]		(6) bystander intervention strategies and safe reporting practices.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SD_lv1_807f9c201]	(D) Institutions may tailor their training to the unique needs, size, and resources of their campus, and may include additional topics as considered appropriate.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SE_lv1_0c9a6332c][bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S1_lv2_625d26f15]	(E)(1) Before January thirty‑first of each academic year:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820Sa_lv3_ab27b137c]			(a) each public college and university and each independent institution of higher learning to which the provisions of this article apply pursuant to subsection (A) shall submit an annual report to the Commission on Higher Education; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820Sb_lv3_768b10b0c]			(b) each technical college shall submit an annual report to the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S2_lv2_076bb0e59]		(2) The report required in item (1) must include a summary of the student safety training program, the methods of delivery, and any associated training materials.

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N830_33a95fe7b][bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SA_lv1_1d6c72321]	Section 59‑101‑830.	(A)(1) Each institution of higher learning in this State shall compile and report campus crime statistics on an annual basis to the Commission on Higher Education or the State Board of Technical and Comprehensive Education, as appropriate, no later than January thirty‑first of each year. Each institution shall:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sa_lv2_85423918b]			(a) post its report on its internet website when it provides the report to the commission or state board no later than January thirty‑first of each year; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sb_lv2_57e284af4]			(b) email the report to students before the first day of the class during the following fall semester, excluding students enumerated in Section 59‑101‑820(A)(1)‑(3).
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S2_lv3_b532874fc]		(2) The commission and board shall:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sa_lv2_c222c13fd]			(a) make these reports publicly available on their respective websites no later than February fifteenth of each year; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sb_lv2_d461ad899]			(b) provide a composite summary report of each of these reports to provide to the respective chairs of the House Education and Public Works Committee, Senate Education Committee, House Ways and Means Committee, and Senate Finance Committee no later than March first of each year.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SB_lv1_0480e9cdd]	(B) Each institution shall collect and maintain data on crimes reported to have occurred on property owned, leased, or controlled by the institution, including buildings, grounds, and other facilities regularly used by students, faculty, or staff.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SC_lv1_3b74ecbc7]	(C) The annual report required under subsection (A) must include, for the preceding calendar year, a detailed accounting of the number and type of crimes reported to have occurred on campus, divided:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S1_lv2_0e0d97497]		(1) by crime category including, but not limited to, homicide, sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, motor vehicle theft, arson, and any other category designated by the State Law Enforcement Division or the United States Department of Education for campus safety reporting purposes;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S2_lv2_5618321b4]		(2) by status of the alleged offender, identifying whether the offender was:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sa_lv3_5bb474edb]			(a) a student;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sb_lv3_4ac7f4897]			(b) a member of the institution’s faculty or staff; or
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sc_lv3_f964ba93a]			(c) a visitor or other nonaffiliated person;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S3_lv2_c43135b85]		(3) by status of the victim, identifying whether the victim was:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sa_lv3_9cf0a9856]			(a) a student;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sb_lv3_cb4497024]			(b) a member of the institution’s faculty or staff; or
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830Sc_lv3_599b4ae02]			(c) a visitor or other nonaffiliated person.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SD_lv1_1291a2f01]	(D) Each annual report must also include a summary analysis of the number of crimes, for each crime category, in the following relationship categories:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S1_lv2_58e1339b1]		(1) student‑on‑student crimes;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S2_lv2_55c5f1be7]		(2) student‑on‑visitor crimes;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S3_lv2_fd3c98f94]		(3) student‑on‑school‑personnel crimes;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S4_lv2_52c9fe780]		(4) visitor‑on‑student crimes;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S5_lv2_3e24fc876]		(5) visitor‑on‑visitor crimes;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S6_lv2_1d70f0e1b]		(6) visitor‑on‑school‑personnel crimes;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S7_lv2_27c715cf4]		(7) school‑personnel‑on‑school‑personnel crimes;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S8_lv2_e5d57335e]		(8) school‑personnel‑on‑student crimes; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S9_lv2_9517a2534]		(9) school‑personnel‑on‑visitor crimes.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SE_lv1_b3dc1cb7a]	(E) Institutions shall collect and maintain the data required by this section on at least a quarterly basis to ensure accuracy and timeliness of reporting.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SF_lv1_4d6bc5ee9]	(F) Although the reporting obligation under this section is annual, if the chairman of any standing committee of the South Carolina General Assembly determines that concerns exist regarding campus safety or crime reporting, that chairman may submit a written request for the most recent quarterly data maintained by an institution. Upon such a request, the institution must provide the requested data within thirty calendar days after receipt of the request.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SG_lv1_d12c80b5a]	(G) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require disclosure of personally identifiable information or information that would compromise an ongoing criminal investigation.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SH_lv1_30a8d3e59]	(H) The reporting requirements established pursuant to this section are in addition to, and not in substitution for, any crime reporting obligations imposed under federal law including, but not limited to, the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act, 20 U.S.C. section 1092(f), and any regulations promulgated thereunder.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SI_lv1_3674239d7]	(I) Nothing in this section may be construed to limit, modify, or otherwise affect the duties of institutions of higher learning under the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act, 20 U.S.C. section 1092(f), or to relieve any institution from complying with all applicable federal reporting and disclosure requirements.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SJ_lv1_35149d868]	(J) The reports required by this section shall be prepared and published separately from the annual security report required by the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act, 20 U.S.C. section 1092(f), unless the institution elects to include the additional data required by this section within the annual report, provided that such inclusion is clearly identified and presented in a distinct section.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SK_lv1_6b41fabb0]	(K) Data collected and reported pursuant to this section must be retained for a period seven years.

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N840_f2c5cd2e7][bookmark: ss_T59C101N840SA_lv1_c302573b0]	Section 59‑101‑840.	(A) Each institution shall make publicly available on its website its campus safety plan or plans, to the extent that such plans are not confidential, sensitive, or otherwise protected from public disclosure under state or federal law.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N840SB_lv1_fddd5366f]	(B) If an institution does not currently have a campus safety plan, it shall develop and implement one in coordination with the institution’s public safety director, president, and board of trustees. The institution shall then post the nonconfidential portions of the plan on its website.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N840SC_lv1_d580c91de]	(C) Institutions must review and update their posted safety plans at least once per academic year. A posted safety plan must include the date of its issuance and most recent update if any update has been made.

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N850_6c9038a2f][bookmark: ss_T59C101N850SA_lv1_b580628c8]	Section 59‑101‑850.	(A) The Commission on Higher Education and State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education respectively shall maintain a record of institutions that submit the annual reports required pursuant to Section 59‑101‑820(E) and Section 59‑101‑830.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N850SB_lv1_583261984]	(B) By December first of each year, the Commission on Higher Education and State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education shall determine whether each institution under its respective purview has complied with the provisions of this article for that calendar year.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N850SC_lv1_cf207eb21]	(C) By January first of each year, the Commission on Higher Education and State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education shall notify the respective chairmen of the House Education and Public Works Committee, the House Ways and Means Committee, the Senate Education Committee, and the Senate Finance Committee of any institution that is not in compliance with the provisions of this article. The House Education and Public Works Committee, the Senate Finance Committee, or both may:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N850S1_lv2_ac3a3908d]		(1) recommend a reduction or suspension in institutional funding for the following fiscal year to the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Finance Committee; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N850S2_lv2_d65a8d07d]		(2) refer a finding of noncompliance to the Attorney General who may bring an enforcement action in the circuit court of appropriate jurisdiction.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor and first applies to students enrolling for the academic year beginning in the fall of 2027.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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