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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 59‑63‑560 SO AS TO PROVIDE VACCINE COMMUNICATION TRANSPARENCY REQUIREMENTS THAT INCLUDE INFORMATION REGARDING THE PROCESS FOR OBTAINING CHILDHOOD OR SCHOOL‑ENTRY IMMUNIZATION EXEMPTION INFORMATION.

[bookmark: ew_4de725c2e]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_896d8b192][bookmark: dl_134f4e8de]SECTION 1.	Article 5, Chapter 63, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T59C63N560_a6c34c457][bookmark: ss_T59C63N560SA_lv1_50b45ff24][bookmark: open_doc_here][bookmark: ss_T59C63N560S1_lv2_4b05d98a9]	Section 59‑63‑560.	(A)(1) Any communication by the Department of Public Health, its divisions, or its contracted entities, that provides information to parents or guardians regarding childhood or school‑entry immunization requirements must also include clear and accessible information regarding:
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560Sa_lv3_77065187e]			(a) the availability of medical and religious exemptions pursuant to Section 44‑29‑180 and related regulations; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560Sb_lv3_518569b39]			(b) the process by which a parent or guardian may apply for such exemptions, including where to obtain the necessary forms and how to submit them.
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560S2_lv2_d814393ff]		(2) The Department of Public Health must provide a copy of any communications prepared pursuant to item (1) to the State Department of Education.
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560SB_lv1_3bc987293]	(B) The exemption information must be included in the same document, webpage, or communication in which immunization requirements are presented. It shall not be limited to separate or hard‑to‑access resources.
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560SC_lv1_359430454]	(C) This requirement applies to:
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560S1_lv2_2404a3ada]		(1) printed materials distributed through schools or public health offices;
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560S2_lv2_052be7a49]		(2) digital materials distributed via email, public portals, or websites; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560S3_lv2_88ba2c932]		(3) public awareness campaigns, including social media posts, sponsored advertisements, and official press releases.
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560SD_lv1_1e48fefa6]	(D) In addition to the requirements of subsections (A) through (C), each public or private school in this State shall, at least once annually, provide written notice to parents or guardians of students enrolled in the school that medical and religious exemptions are available pursuant to Section 44‑29‑180. The notice must include information on how to obtain and submit the exemption forms and may be provided as part of the school’s existing annual communications to parents.
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N560SE_lv1_08c7b7308]	(E) The exemption information must be presented in clear, plain language that is easily understood by the general public and may not be obscured or presented in a manner intended to discourage its use.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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