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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 44‑7‑130, RELATING TO HEALTHCARE FACILITY DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO CHANGE THE DEFINITION OF HOSPITAL.

[bookmark: wa_cd86cc8c8]Whereas, the federal government, by and through the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, published a final rule, effective January 1, 2023, establishing Rural Emergency Hospitals as a new Medicare provider type pursuant to the Consolidated Appropriations Acts of 2021; and

[bookmark: wa_467373e71]Whereas, this designation was created to respond to rural hospital closures and give rural communities greater access to healthcare; and

[bookmark: wa_07f684fce]Whereas, it is the intent of the General Assembly to clarify that this designation shall exist in South Carolina in order to provide greater access to care in rural communities. Now, therefore,

[bookmark: ew_6ce8d4099]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_8d4c529a0][bookmark: dl_aacf790cc]SECTION 1.	Section 44‑7‑130(17) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T44C7N130_defce39d3][bookmark: ss_T44C7N130S17_lv1_f04c88ae8]	(17) “Hospital” means a facility that is organized and administered to provide overnight medical or surgical care or nursing care for an illness, injury, or infirmity and must provide on‑campus emergency services; that may provide obstetrical care; and in which all diagnoses, treatment, or care is administered by or under the direction of persons currently licensed to practice medicine, surgery, or osteopathy. This shall include all hospitals that convert to Rural Emergency Hospitals pursuant to 42 C.F.R. Part 485 Subpart E and Section 125 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.
[bookmark: up_05ac81d1d]	“Hospital” may include a residential treatment facility for children, adolescents, or young adults in need of mental health treatment that is physically a part of a licensed psychiatric hospital. This definition does not include facilities that are licensed by the Department of Social Services. A residential treatment facility for children, adolescents, or young adults in need of mental health treatment that is physically part of a licensed psychiatric hospital is not required to provide on‑campus emergency services.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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