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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 43‑5‑15, RELATING TO APPLICATIONS FOR PUBLIC AID AND ASSISTANCE, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO VERIFY APPLICANTS’ CITIZENSHIP STATUS AND ELIGIBILITY TO RECEIVE THE REQUESTED BENEFITS.

[bookmark: ew_211e2cf99]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_9dbb2bb6e][bookmark: dl_fb04016f2]SECTION 1.	Section 43‑5‑15 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T43C5N15_a9ed243fb][bookmark: ss_T43C5N15SA_lv1_d3cc06e63]	Section 43‑5‑15.	(A) Applications for assistance under the provisions of this chapter shall be made as provided in this chapter and when no such provision has been made in accordance with the manner and form prescribed by the department.
[bookmark: ss_T43C5N15SB_lv1_8f29a3a02]	(B) Prior to approval of an application for assistance, the department must verify an applicant’s citizenship status and benefit eligibility pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 29, Title 8. Unless otherwise required by federal law, the department shall not approve an application for assistance without verifying that the applicant is a United States citizen and eligible to receive the requested benefits.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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