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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 7‑15‑310, RELATING TO ABSENTEE VOTING DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE AS MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES; BY AMENDING SECTION 7‑15‑610, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS PERTAINING TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA UNIFORM MILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOTERS ACT, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES; BY AMENDING SECTION 8‑7‑10, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS PERTAINING TO ABSENCES IN MILITARY SERVICE, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 63‑5‑910, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS PERTIANING TO THE MILITARY PARENT EQUAL PROTECTION ACT, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES.

[bookmark: ew_b57ca5f81]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_46c942a7e][bookmark: dl_f18923d9a]SECTION 1.	Section 7‑15‑310(1) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T7C15N310_c84b9fba0][bookmark: ss_T7C15N310S1_lv1_4a33c3929]	(1) “Members of the Armed Forces of the United States” means members of the United States Army, the United States Navy, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or any of their respective components.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_9e6466eac][bookmark: dl_93255bdcc]SECTION 2.	Section 7‑15‑610 (1), (11), and (12) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T7C15N610_af742565d][bookmark: ss_T7C15N610S1_lv1_18badd66f]	(1) “Members of the Armed Forces of the United States” means members of the United States Army, the United States Navy, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or any of their respective components.
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N610S11_lv1_902913d4d]	(11) “Uniformed service” means:
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N610Sa_lv2_cd4cc17df]		(a) active and reserve components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard of the United States;
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N610Sb_lv2_e3c22897d]		(b) the Merchant Marine, the commissioned corps of the Public Health Service, or the commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the United States;  or
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N610Sc_lv2_02977db15]		(c) the National Guard or organized militia.
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N610S12_lv1_64f4ca952]	(12) “Uniformed‑service voter” means an individual who is qualified to vote and is:
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N610Sa_lv2_ba9a1945e]		(a) a member of the active or reserve components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard of the United States who is on active duty;
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N610Sb_lv2_152c62f60]		(b) a member of the Merchant Marine, the commissioned corps of the Public Health Service, or the commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the United States;
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N610Sc_lv2_7639eb9fb]		(c) a member on activated status of the National Guard or organized militia;  or
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N610Sd_lv2_30bd79512]		(d) a spouse or dependent of a member referred to in this item.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_9e2e3ceeb][bookmark: dl_e72deaf1e]SECTION 3.	Section 8‑7‑10(2) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T8C7N10_35127375d][bookmark: ss_T8C7N10S2_lv1_131ed8c94]	(2) “Military service” means service in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, or Marine Corps of the United States or any compulsory service in any capacity to the Federal Government for the purpose of national defense;  and

[bookmark: bs_num_4_efd906455][bookmark: dl_2bb7e864b]SECTION 4.	Section 63‑5‑910(A)(1) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T63C5N910_445ec917b][bookmark: ss_T63C5N910SA_lv1_fb4fca0a5][bookmark: ss_T63C5N910S1_lv2_1d994bd47]	(A)(1) In the case of a parent who is a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or a Reserve component of these services, “military service or service” means a deployment for combat operations, a contingency operation, or a natural disaster based on orders that do not permit a family member to accompany the member on the deployment.

[bookmark: bs_num_5_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 5.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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