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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 56‑5‑950, RELATING TO OBEDIENCE TO INSTRUCTIONS OF OFFICIAL TRAFFIC‑CONTROL DEVICES, SO AS TO PROVIDE A PENALTY PROVISION; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 56‑1‑720, RELATING TO SCHEDULE OF POINTS ASSESSED AGAINST PERSONS’ DRIVING RECORDs FOR MOTOR VEHICLE VIOLATIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE SIX POINTS MUST BE ASSESSED AGAINST PERSONS’ DRIVING RECORDs FOR DISOBEDIENCE OF ANY OFFICIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE.

[bookmark: ew_70ab16310]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_2c1a17749][bookmark: dl_4fe8f4dee]SECTION 1.	Section 56‑5‑950 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T56C5N950_def6de385][bookmark: ss_T56C5N950Sa_lv1_ae8598c18]	Section 56‑5‑950.	(a) The driver of any vehicle shall obey the instructions of any official traffic‑control device, applicable thereto placed or held in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, unless otherwise directed by a police officer, subject to the exceptions granted the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle in this chapter.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N950Sb_lv1_f40367cc7]	(b) No provision of this chapter for which official traffic‑control devices are required shall be enforced against an alleged violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation an official device is not in proper position and sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person.  Whenever a particular section does not state that official traffic‑control devices are required, such section shall be effective even though no devices are erected or in place.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N950Sc_lv1_79279c91f]	(c) Whenever official traffic‑control devices are placed or held in position approximately conforming to the requirements of this chapter, such devices shall be presumed to have been so placed or held by the official act or direction of lawful authority unless the contrary shall be established by competent evidence.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N950Sd_lv1_4e9319913]	(d) Any official traffic‑control device placed or held pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and purporting to conform to the lawful requirements pertaining to such devices shall be presumed to comply with the requirement of this chapter, unless the contrary shall be established by competent evidence.
[bookmark: ss_T56C5N950Se_lv1_ddee623f9]	(e) A person who violates a provision contained in subsection (a) must be fined two hundred dollars and court costs, and must have six points assessed against his driving record pursuant to Section 56‑1‑720.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_894a4feb3][bookmark: dl_6c2484da3]SECTION 2.	Section 56‑1‑720 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T56C1N720_28a98cf00][bookmark: up_f9ea5b5fb]	Section 56‑1‑720.	There is established a point system for the evaluation of the operating record of persons to whom a license to operate motor vehicles has been granted and for the determination of the continuing qualifications of these persons for the privileges granted by the license to operate motor vehicles. The system shall have as its basic element a graduated scale of points assigning relative values to the various violations in accordance with the following schedule:
[bookmark: up_332630411]VIOLATION																			POINTS
[bookmark: up_8e1a1b83a]Reckless driving																			6
[bookmark: up_dc00275bb]Passing stopped school bus														6
[bookmark: up_071195177]Hit and run, property damages only											6
[bookmark: up_0893835ec]Driving too fast for conditions, or speeding:
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N720S1_lv1_1bff94915]	(1) No more than 10 m.p.h. above the posted limits				2
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N720S2_lv1_17010c8b4]	(2) More than 10 m.p.h. but less than 25
[bookmark: up_35528345e]			m.p.h. above the posted limits 										4
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N720S3_lv1_8498e9cea]	(3) 25 m.p.h. or above the posted limits								6
[bookmark: up_8c8a2d2fd]Disobedience of any official traffic control device 					46
[bookmark: up_7ca79b90e]Disobedience to officer directing traffic									4
[bookmark: up_b02afd94d]Failing to yield right of way														4
[bookmark: up_b12865afd]Driving on wrong side of road													4
[bookmark: up_7f7771ff8]Passing unlawfully																		4
[bookmark: up_865f2c5a9]Turning unlawfully																		4
[bookmark: up_2692dda7d]Driving through or within safety zone										4
[bookmark: up_c41175fb0]Shifting lanes without safety precaution									2
[bookmark: up_ce095e60a]Improper dangerous parking														2
[bookmark: up_4bb3c137d]Following too closely																	4
[bookmark: up_58133a1eb]Failing to dim lights																	2
[bookmark: up_bc16357aa]Operating with improper lights													2
[bookmark: up_edce82f88]Operating with improper brakes												4
[bookmark: up_8d2b7e5fc]Distracted driving (second or subsequent offense)					2
[bookmark: up_b9340afa3]Operating a vehicle in unsafe condition									2
[bookmark: up_847dd02c8]Driving in improper lane															2
[bookmark: up_0f4cb13ff]Improper backing																		2
[bookmark: up_206ded1f9]Endangerment of a highway worker, no injury							2
[bookmark: up_984e32441]Endangerment of a highway worker, injury results					4

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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