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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 7‑3‑10, RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION AND FILLING VACANCIES ON THE COMMISSION, SO AS TO REQUIRE THAT THE GOVERNOR MAKE APPOINTMENTS TO THE ELECTION COMMISSION UPON THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH VACANCIES ARE FILLED DEPENDING ON THE TIMING OF THE VACANCY.

[bookmark: ew_76f03cb6f]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_d3bbf16dd][bookmark: dl_ea91f23e2]SECTION 1.	Section 7‑3‑10(A) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T7C3N10_56e0c8b37][bookmark: ss_T7C3N10SA_lv1_b12c00f9b][bookmark: ss_T7C3N10S1_lv2_4ff8f1d0f]	(A)(1) There is hereby created the State Election Commission composed of five members, at least one of whom shall be a member of the majority political party represented in the General Assembly and at least one of whom shall be a member of the largest minority political party represented in the General Assembly, to be appointed by the Governor, upon the advice and consent of the Senate, to serve terms of four years and until their successors have been appointed and qualify. 
[bookmark: ss_T7C3N10S2_lv2_323e46f7f]		(2) Any vacancy on the commission shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term in the same manner as the original appointment. Provided, however, that if the vacancy occurs during the interim period between the regular legislative sessions, then the office may be filled by an interim appointment of the Governor only if the Governor acts to fill the vacancy during the same interim period during which the office was vacated. If the Senate votes to reject an interim appointee’s formal appointment during the next ensuing regular session of the General Assembly, then the office is immediately vacant and may not be filled by another interim appointment.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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