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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 44‑7‑400 SO AS TO DEFINE TERMS RELATING TO THE STATE HEALTH FACILITY LICENSURE ACT; TO PROVIDE THAT PATIENT BEDS MAY BE USED IN HALLWAYS, CORRIDORS, AND OTHER MEANS OF EGRESS DURING A JUSTIFIED EMERGENCY UPON THE DISCRETION OF THE ON‑SITE EMERGENCY PHYSICIAN; TO REQUIRE THAT HOSPITALS REMOVE ALL PATIENT BEDS IN HALLWAYS, CORRIDORS, AND MEANS OF EGRESS WHEN THERE IS NO JUSTIFIED EMERGENCY; AND TO PROVIDE THAT HOSPITALS MUST MAINTAIN A CLEAR PATHWAY IN HALLWAYS, CORRIDORS, AND MEANS OF EGRESS IN A JUSTIFIED EMERGENCY, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER PATIENT BEDS ARE PRESENT.

[bookmark: ew_3179c2cd1]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_38f424b10][bookmark: dl_e231dd4f8]SECTION 1.	Article 3, Chapter 7, Title 44 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T44C7N400_d231fb4ce][bookmark: ss_T44C7N400SA_lv1_c36fbd021]	Section 44‑7‑400.	(A) As used in this section:
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S1_lv2_589325f69]		(1) “Justified emergency” means:
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400Si_lv3_07b32ddcf]			(i) a declared state of emergency;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400Sii_lv3_fc4d1bddc]			(ii) a natural or manmade disaster;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400Siii_lv3_e6728da28]			(iii) a mass transit accident;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400Siv_lv3_12f8cf20d]			(iv) an industrial or construction accident;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400Sv_lv3_00a4fa7a2]			(v) a chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear event;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400Svi_lv3_cb5fa30d1]			(vi) a mob, as defined in Section 16‑3‑210(A), or terrorist violence resulting in injuries;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400Svii_lv3_b9fc7ccaf]			(vii) an acute outbreak of contagious or infectious disease; or
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400Sviii_lv3_d9ffd43ee]			(viii) the exhaustion of all available treatment space in an emergency department due to the number of patients being treated at that time.
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S2_lv2_25166c4d9]		(2) “Hallways,” “corridors,” and other “means of egress” shall have the same meanings as provided in the codes and standards in effect at the time of the incident as identified in Section 1‑34‑20 and adopted by the Building Code Council pursuant to Title 6, Chapter 9.
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400SB_lv1_4f221faf5]	(B) Patient beds may be used in hallways, corridors, and other means of egress during a justified emergency when the on‑site emergency department physician determines and, within seven calendar days of the start of the justified emergency, documents on a form developed by the Department of Public Health that:
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S1_lv2_1d09e4518]		(1) all other appropriate treatment space in the hospital has been exhausted; and
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S2_lv2_e6c5dfd3b]		(2) the health and safety of patients is jeopardized without the use of patient beds in these areas.
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400SC_lv1_561c240f6]	(C) The form shall include:
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S1_lv2_6dc140971]		(1) the beginning date and time of the justified emergency;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S2_lv2_c4fa4f7e2]		(2) the ending date and time of the justified emergency;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S3_lv2_93b96d004]		(3) the nature of the justified emergency;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S4_lv2_5ecc7dda2]		(4) evidence that all other appropriate treatment space in the hospital has been exhausted;
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S5_lv2_d85d3de8b]		(5) evidence that the health and safety of patients is at an increased risk without the use of patient beds in hallways, corridors, or other means of egress; and
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400S6_lv2_049f59941]		(6) the signature of the emergency department physician on site at the onset of the justified emergency.
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400SD_lv1_d75239c49]	(D) The hospital shall maintain records documenting the determination made by the on‑site emergency department physician pursuant to subsection (B) and provide copies of the form completed pursuant to subsection (C) no less than quarterly to the Department of Public Health that document each instance when a justified emergency has been determined and patient beds have been used in hallways, corridors, or other means of egress.
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400SE_lv1_e2f1ced1c]	(E) When not in use for the care and treatment of patients during a justified emergency, hospitals shall remove all beds from hallways, corridors, or means of egress.
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400SF_lv1_dc661ccbf]	(F) To provide for the safety of hospital staff, patients, and visitors during a justified emergency, hospitals shall maintain a clear pathway in hallways, corridors, and means of egress and shall not block exits, regardless of whether patient beds are present in these areas. Hospitals shall not erect or construct partitions or structures that obstruct the building’s fire protection systems, including automatic sprinkler systems or fire alarm and detection system components.
[bookmark: ss_T44C7N400SG_lv1_ce8b2e2a0]	(G) Hospitals shall develop written safety protocols for justified emergency conditions and shall require all employees responsible for the care or treatment of patients to familiarize themselves with these protocols.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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