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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 59‑150‑385 SO AS TO CREATE THE TUITION GAP SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENSURING THAT ELIGIBLE STUDENTS RECEIVING LIFE SCHOLARSHIPS, HOPE SCHOLARSHIPS, OR PALMETTO FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIPS HAVE THEIR REMAINING TUITION COSTS FULLY COVERED DURING ANY SEMESTER IN WHICH THEY RECEIVE SUCH SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS.

[bookmark: ew_404eba0e7]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_854e15aec][bookmark: dl_ff7d6a4e4]SECTION 1.	Chapter 150, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T59C150N385_0410c5ee7][bookmark: ss_T59C150N385SA_lv1_94887eebe]	Section 59‑150‑385.	(A) There is established the Tuition Gap Scholarship Program for the purpose of ensuring that eligible students receiving LIFE Scholarships, HOPE Scholarships, or Palmetto Fellows Scholarships have their remaining tuition costs fully covered during any semester in which they receive such scholarship awards.
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385SB_lv1_f9f77ab45]	(B) A student who is enrolled at a public institution of higher learning in South Carolina and who receives a LIFE Scholarship, HOPE Scholarship, or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship is eligible to receive a Tuition Gap Scholarship for each semester in which they remain eligible for and receive one of these scholarships.
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385SC_lv1_0fcc804dc]	(C) The amount of the Tuition Gap Scholarship must be equal to the difference between:
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385S1_lv2_8a95ff001]		(1) the actual cost of full‑time tuition for in‑state students at the eligible public institution of higher learning in which the student is enrolled; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385S2_lv2_fdf9b4a5b]		(2) the total value of the LIFE, HOPE, or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship awarded to the student for that semester, including any STEM supplements.
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385SD_lv1_85bfb1e48]	(D) The Tuition Gap Scholarship may not be used to pay any fees, room and board, books, or other nontuition expenses.
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385SE_lv1_70aa31784]	(E) The Commission on Higher Education shall administer the Tuition Gap Scholarship Program and shall:
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385S1_lv2_130901208]		(1) develop application and verification procedures;
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385S2_lv2_0a17d903c]		(2) ensure coordination with public institutions of higher learning to calculate tuition costs and scholarship shortfalls; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385S3_lv2_f67a4bd85]		(3) annually report to the General Assembly on the number of recipients, disbursements, and fiscal impact.
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385SF_lv1_5fde57a9c]	(F) The Tuition Gap Scholarships must be funded exclusively from proceeds of the South Carolina Education Lottery. No general fund appropriations may be used for this purpose.
[bookmark: ss_T59C150N385SG_lv1_790cb08b1]	(G) The commission shall promulgate regulations necessary to implement and administer the provisions of this section.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor and first applies to the academic year beginning in the Fall Semester of 2027.
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