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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 56‑1‑82 SO AS to provide THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES SHALL ALLOW APPLICANTS FOR DRIVER’S LICENSES AND PERMITS TO TAKE THE WRITTEN PORTION OF THE DRIVING EXAMINATION IN A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.

[bookmark: ew_518f41d08]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_43c32723a][bookmark: dl_36292e2ad]SECTION 1.	Article 1, Chapter 1, Title 56 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T56C1N82_3b4d31575][bookmark: ss_T56C1N82SA_lv1_320b52839]	Section 56‑1‑82.	(A) If an applicant for a driver’s license or permit is unable to speak and read the English language, then he may be administered the written portion of the examination in a language other than English.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N82SB_lv1_0c0ec2bf6]	(B) Upon expiration of the restricted driver’s license or permit issued pursuant to this section, to renew the driver’s license or permit, the applicant must retake only the written examination that must be administered in English only. The applicant shall not use a translation dictionary, an electronic device, or an interpreter to assist with the administration of the reexamination.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N82SC_lv1_46c691eed]	(C) This section does not apply to an applicant who is unable to speak the English language sufficiently, but is capable of reading and writing in the English language and presents the department a written statement from a physician that he has a hearing impairment that impacts his ability to speak the English language sufficiently.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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