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This fiscal impact statement is produced in compliance with the South Carolina Code of Laws and House and Senate rules. The focus of
the analysis is on governmental expenditure and revenue impacts and may not provide a comprehensive summary of the legislation.

Bill Number: S. 0485 Introduced on March 25, 2025

Subject: Adoption

Requestor: Senate Medical Affairs
RFA Analyst(s): Boggs

Impact Date: March 17, 2026

Fiscal Impact Summary

This bill allows a person seventy years of age or older who was born in the state and who has had
his original birth certificate sealed due to an adoption, upon written request to the state registrar
of vital statistics, to receive a copy of his original birth certificate and any evidence of the
adoption held with the original record.

The Department of Public Health (DPH), which oversees the Bureau of Vital Statistics,
anticipates that any increase in expenditures created by this bill will be offset by any additional
fee revenue generated from the new record requests. For information, DPH charges a $12 search
fee for a birth records request and a $15 special filing fee for handling sealed adoption files. The
search fee includes one copy of the original birth certificate, if the record is located. Each
additional copy is $3 at the time of the initial request

Explanation of Fiscal Impact

Introduced on March 25, 2025

State Expenditure

This bill allows a person seventy years of age or older who was born in the state and who has had
his original birth certificate sealed due to an adoption, upon written request to the state registrar
of vital statistics, to receive a copy of his original birth certificate and any evidence of the
adoption held with the original record.

DPH, which oversees the Bureau of Vital Statistics, anticipates that any increase in expenditures
created by this bill will be offset by any additional fee revenue generated from the new record
requests.

State Revenue

DPH charges a $12 search fee for a birth records request and a $15 special filing fee for handling
sealed adoption files. The search fee includes one copy of the original birth certificate, if the
record is located. Each additional copy is $3 at the time of the initial request. While this bill may
result in a slight increase to fee revenue related to an increase in record searches, DPH
anticipates that any potential increase in fee revenue will be used to offset any increase in
expenditures.
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Local Expenditure
N/A

Local Revenue
N/A
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Frank A. Rainwater, Executive Director
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