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The House assembled at 10:00 a.m.
Deliberations were opened with prayer by the SPEAKER as follows:

Our thought for today is from 2 Timothy 1:7: “For God did not give
us a spirit of cowardness but rather a spirit of power and love and self-
control.

Let us pray. Holy and most loving God, bless us as we go into this
Session. Be with these Representatives and Staff as they work for the
people. Guide them all in all their duties and responsibilities. Bless our
first responders who keep us safe. Bless and keep our World, Nation,
President, State, Governor, Staff, and all who labor in this vineyard. Heal
the wounds, those seen and those hidden of our brave men and women
who suffer and sacrifice for our freedom. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayers. Amen.

Pursuant to Rule 6.3, the House of Representatives was led in the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America by the
SPEAKER.

After corrections to the Journal of the proceedings of yesterday, the
SPEAKER ordered it confirmed.

MOTION ADOPTED
Rep. RIVERS moved that when the House adjourns, it adjourn in
memory of former Representative Kenneth F. Hodges, which was agreed
to.

In Memory of Former Representative Kenneth Folden Hodges

Representative Kenneth Folden Hodges a son of the late Benjamin F.
Hodges and Lydia Whaley Hodges was born in the Sea Island
Community of Bennetts Point, SC. He received his early education at
Green Pond Elementary School and Walterboro High School.
Representative Hodges attended Clark College in Atlanta, GA where he
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Administration in 1977
and the Master of Divinity degree from Morehouse School of Religion
of the Interdenominational Theological Center in 1986.
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Reverend Hodges returned to his native state in 1986 to become the
Pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church in Bennettsville, SC. On August 6, 1995,
he resigned from Shiloh to become Pastor of the Historic Tabernacle
Baptist Church in Beaufort.

Reverend Hodges has used his spiritual gifts to advance of the
Kingdom of God both here and abroad by serving as Moderator of the
Old Ashley Association, Faculty of the SC Baptist Congress of Christian
Education and Instructor for Morris College Extension Program. He was
a member of three ministerial delegations to London and Africa where
he taught and preached.

Representative Kenneth Hodges has served on numerous Boards,
Commissions and Advisory Councils. He has had political experiences
as Bennettsville City Councilman and in August 2005, Kenneth F.
Hodges was eclected to the South Carolina State House of
Representatives for District 121 serving the constituents of Colleton and
Beaufort counties exceptionally for eleven years.

During the early part of his tenure, Representative Hodges advocated
naming the new bridge (which was being erected on Highway 17
connecting Colleton and Beaufort counties over the Combahee River)
the Harriet Tubman Bridge in order to educate residents of and visitors
to this area about the role of one of the most prominent persons of the
Civil War era for years to come. As a noted Historian his stance on
education is second to none. The legislators approved and the unveiling
of the name took place on Saturday, October 18, 2008, with State
Representative Kenneth F. Hodges presiding over the Dedicatory
Ceremony.

Reverend Kenneth Hodges served as proprietor of Lybensons Art
Gallery and Gullah Geechee Visitors Center, St. Helena Island, SC.
Representative Kenneth Hodges is married to the former Miss Patricia
A. Few. They are the parents of three daughters, Kendrea, Kenyatta and
Kenithea.

Rep. Michael F. Rivers Sr.

SILENT PRAYER
The House stood in silent prayer for the family and friends of former
Representative Kenneth F. Hodges.

SILENT PRAYER
The House stood in silent prayer for Pope Francis.
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REPORT RECEIVED
The following was received:

State Regulation of Public Utilities Review Committee
Sen. Thomas C. Alexander, Chairman Breeden John
Rep. William G. Herbkersman, Vice Chairman Committee Counsel
T. Graham Edwards
Rep. Gil Gatch
Sen. C. Bradley Hutto
Floyd Nicholson
Sen. Luke A. Rankin, Sr.
Rep. J. Todd Rutherford

Bryan Triplett
Committee Counsel

Post Office Box 142
Columbia, South Carolina 29202
(803) 212-6216

April 23,2025

Members of the South Carolina General Assembly Columbia, South
Carolina

Dear Fellow Members:

Enclosed is the State Regulation of Public Utilities Review Committee’s
Report as to Qualifications of Candidates for Seats 2, 4 and 6 of the
Public Service Commission (Commission). The report is designed to
provide you with information on the candidates qualified and nominated
by the Review Committee. The Review Committee is charged with
nominating up to three candidates for each seat on the Commission. In
accordance with this mandate, the Review Committee thoroughly
investigated each candidate with respect to his or her suitability for
service on the Commission.

The Review Committee held public hearings on April 17, 2025, to
question the candidates and consider the qualifications of each
candidate. A transcript of the oral examination of the candidates, as well
as each candidate’s edited Personal Data Questionnaire, is available for
review on the Review Committee’s website at:
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/Committeelnfo/Public Utilities ReviewCo
mm/2025PublicServiceCommissionScreeninglInfo.php
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The Review Committee found a total of four candidates qualified and
nominated for consideration by the General Assembly. The Review
Committee’s finding that a candidate is qualified and nominated means
that the candidate satisfies the constitutional and statutory criteria for
service on the Commission and the Review Committee’s evaluative
criteria.

Candidates are prohibited from asking for your commitment until
Friday, April 25, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. Members of the General Assembly
are not permitted to issue letters of introduction, announcements of
candidacy, or statements detailing a candidate’s qualifications on behalf
of a candidate, and are not permitted to offer a pledge to vote for a
candidate until 9:00 a.m. on Friday, April 25, 2025.

If you find a candidate violating the pledging prohibitions or if you have
questions about this report, please contact Breeden John at (803) 212-
6216 or Bryan Triplett at (803) 734-3015.

Sincerely,
Thomas C. Alexander

Review Committee Report as to the Qualifications
of Candidates for the Public Service Commission, Seats 2, 4, and 6

Introduction

Section 58-3-530(1)(a) of the South Carolina Code of Laws charges the
State Regulation of Public Utilities Review Committee ("Review
Committee") with the duty to nominate candidates for the members of
the South Carolina Public Service Commission ("Commission"). The
terms for Commission Seats 2, 4, and 6 expired on June 30, 2022.

The Review Committee began the screening process on March 7, 2025,
with advertisements and press releases regarding the positions. A total
of six candidates submitted applications by the application deadline of
March 28, 2025. Two of these candidates withdrew from consideration
prior to the Review Committee’s public hearings on April 17, 2025.
After the public hearings concluded, the Review Committee found a total
of four candidates qualified and nominated for consideration by the
General Assembly.
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The Review Committee conducted background investigations of each
candidate, including credit, driver’s license, and law enforcement
checks. It gave a written examination to determine the level of
knowledge that each candidate has with respect to substantive public
utility issues, ethical constraints applicable to the Commission, and the
operations of the Commission. During the public hearings, each
candidate was questioned and given an opportunity to make statements
as to his or her qualifications and desire to serve as a Commissioner.
Each candidate was also questioned and given an opportunity to discuss
matters from his or her background check; matters of a private or
confidential nature were discussed in executive session.

Legal Qualifications

Pursuant to Section 58-3-20(A), members of the Commission must have
the following qualifications:

(1) abaccalaureate or more advanced degree; and
(2) abackground of substantial duration and an expertise
in at least one of the following areas:
(a) energy;
(b) telecommunications;
(c) consumer protection and advocacy;
(d) water and wastewater;
(e) finance, economics, and statistics;
(f)accounting;
(g) engineering; or

(h) law.

The Review Committee is also required to consider: “(1) the ability,
dedication, compassion, common sense, and integrity of the candidates;
and (2) the race and gender of the candidates and other demographic
factors to assure nondiscrimination to the greatest extent possible of all
segments of the population of the State.” S.C. Code Ann. §58-3-560. The
determination of legal qualifications includes a determination of the
candidate’s residence in the appropriate Public Service Commission
district as established by Section 58-3-20, the candidate’s eligibility for
election as determined by Section 58-3-24, and the candidate’s
compliance with constitutional provisions limiting election to those
persons eligible to be electors of this State.
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Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §58-3-530, the annual performance review
of Commissioners seeking reelection must be made a part of the
Commissioner’s record for consideration if the Commissioner seeks
reelection. These evaluations are included after the Commissioners’
summary of qualifications.

General Qualifications

To determine fitness beyond mere legal qualifications, the Review
Committee considered each candidate’s experience, temperament,
compliance with and knowledge of legal and ethical constraints on
public service, knowledge of Commission operations, demonstrated or
potential aptitude for meaningful leadership and/or service at the
Commission, and demonstrated integrity, including the handling of
personal financial affairs. The Review Committee considered each
candidate as a whole in making a determination of qualified and
nominated.

Experience

Section 58-3-20 requires that Commissioners have a background of
substantial duration and an expertise in energy; telecommunications;
consumer protection and advocacy; water and wastewater; finance,
economics, and statistics; accounting; engineering; or law. The Review
Committee considered not only whether a candidate has succeeded in
one of these fields but also whether the candidate has the capability of
transferring this success and knowledge to the operations of the
Commission. The Review Committee’s transcript contains each
applicant’s background and employment history.

Temperament

The Review Committee sought to determine whether a candidate’s sense
of the role he or she is to fill on the Commission is such that his or her
work will be productive, proactive, and protective of the interests of all
South Carolinians.

Compliance with and Knowledge of Legal and Ethical Constraints

Section 58-3-30 requires that Commissioners adhere to the State Ethics
Act and the Judicial Code of Conduct. The Review Committee believes
that not only must the candidates be aware of the legal and ethical
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constraints, they must have conducted and comported themselves with
the highest regard for ethics in their actions.

Potential Aptitude for Meaningful Leadership and/or Service at the
Public Service Commission

The Review Committee believes that the Commission should have
strong leadership, work toward common goals, have a positive influence
on employees, and ensure that parties and persons appearing before the
Commission are treated fairly and impartially. The Review Committee
therefore sought to gauge each candidate’s potential aptitude to serve as
a leader and/or as a Commissioner supporting the goals and mission of
the agency.

Integrity

Candidates must assure the Review Committee that their word is their
bond. The Code of Judicial Conduct requires, among other factors, that
Commissioners and candidates handle their finances in a responsible
manner. The Review Committee therefore considered the way each
candidate has managed his or her financial affairs.

Substantive Knowledge of Commission Operations

The Review Committee believes that every candidate, whether
incumbent or non- incumbent, must demonstrate some basic
understanding of the role of the Commission and its operations. It would
be unfair, however, to require non-incumbents to have accumulated a
wealth of knowledge about Commission operations specifically, or
regulated utilities generally. Unlike incumbent Commissioners,
challengers have not had the benefit of a compensated opportunity to
educate themselves in hearings or through conversations with
Commission staff. The Review Committee expects incumbents and
others who have substantial experience appearing before the
Commission to be able to discuss these matters with a greater fluency
than those persons who have, to date, committed themselves to other
employment. The Review Committee emphasizes that the substantive
knowledge findings contained in this report are a measure of a
candidate’s knowledge at the time of his or her candidacy. The findings
are not necessarily indicative of a candidate’s ability to subsequently
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master Commission operations and the multitude of issues relating
thereto.
FINDINGS AS TO QUALIFICATIONS AND NOMINATIONS

The Review Committee screened a total of four candidates for Seats 2,
4, and 6 on April 17, 2025. In accordance with Section 58-3-530(1)(a),
the Review Committee may nominate up to three candidates per seat to
be elected by the General Assembly. The Review Committee found the
following candidates qualified and nominated them for election to the
South Carolina Public Service Commission:

SEAT 2 Florence P. Belser
Richard N. McIntyre

SEAT 4 H. David Britt
SEAT 6 Justin T. Williams

This report provides a summary of qualifications for the candidates
found qualified and nominated. More detailed information about each
candidate can be found in the screening transcripts at:
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/Committeelnfo/PublicUtilitiesReviewCo
mm/2025PublicServiceCommissionScreeninglInfo.php

EXHIBIT 1
CANDIDATES FOUND QUALIFIED AND NOMINATED

FLORENCE P. BELSER
SEAT 2

Review Committee Finding: QUALIFIED AND NOMINATED

Personal Information, Educational Background, and Work
Experience:

Ms. Belser earned a Bachelor of Science degree in biology from the
College of Charleston in 1983 and obtained a Juris Doctor from the
University of South Carolina in 1987.

Ms. Belser has served on the Public Service Commission as the
commissioner for the Second Congressional District since 2019. She
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served as Vice Chair of the Commission from July 2020 through June
2022 and Chair of the Commission from July 2022 through June 2024.

Ms. Belser previously worked as a substitute teacher in Clarendon, SC
from 1987-1988. She then served as a judicial law clerk for the
Honorable James “Mac” Morris from 1988-1990. From 1990- 1991, she
served as an associate with John E. Miles, Esquire. From 1991-1993, she
worked as an assistant solicitor for the Third Judicial Circuit.

Ms. Belser worked as a staff attorney and Deputy General Counsel for
the Public Service Commission (PSC) from 1993-2003 and she served
as an Executive Assistant for the PSC from 2003-2004. Ms. Belser then
served as General Counsel for the Office of Regulatory Staff from 2004-
2019.

Ms. Belser is a member of the National Association of Regulatory Utility
Commissioners (NARUC) where she serves as Co-Vice Chair of the
NARUC Electricity Committee; is a member of the NARUC Energy
Resources and the Environment Committee; and is a member of the
NARUC Nuclear Energy Subcommittee. She is also a member of the
Southeastern Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners and has
been a member of South Carolina Bar Association since 1988. Ms.
Belser is also a member of St. Matthias Anglican Church, member of the
American Legion Auxiliary, Clarendon Hall Land Trust Trustee, and
Life Member of the College of Charleston Alumni Association.

Test Score: 91

COMMISSIONER QUESTIONNAIRE
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

NAME: FLORENCE P. BELSER

SEAT: DISTRICT 2

DATE ELECTED: FEBRUARY 6, 2019
DATE TERM EXPIRES: JUNE 30, 2022

Please provide information for the review period covering July 1,
2023 through June 30, 2024. Be sure to fully address each item.

I. Educational programs.
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Provide the following information regarding educational programs
attended:

A. The name of the program and the sponsoring
organization;

B. A description of the topics and any certificate or
recognition received,

C.How the program helped you as a commissioner and
benefitted the Commission; and

D. The amount of time spent out of the office due to
attending educational programs.

I. NARUC and SEARUC Meetings/ Conferences/ Conference Calls

(1) SEARUC Annual Education Conference held in Ashville,
N.C. - June2-5,2024.

Sponsoring organization is the Southeastern Association of
Regulatory Utility Commissioners (SEAR UC). The conference was
an in-person event, starting on Sunday, June 2 and concluding on
Wednesday, June 5. I traveled to the conference on Sunday, June 2
and returned to Columbia on Wednesday, June 5. I was out of the
office for three (3) days. No certificate of attendance was provided.

I attended the following sessions during the 2024 SEAR UC Annual
Education Conference: Monday, June 3
* General Session |
Opening Remarks
Panel of Speakers addressing: "Empowering the Southeast:
Navigating Load Growth, Resiliency, and Affordability"
* Concurrent Session: "Perspectives from Wall Street"
* Keynote Address: Roy Cooper, Governor of North Carolina
* Concurrent Session: "Improving Long-Term and Future
Affordability"
* General Session 2
Panel of Speakers addressing: "Empowering the Southeast:
Navigating Load Growth, Resiliency, and Affordability -
Part 2"
Tuesday, June 4
* Concurrent Session: "Load Growth and Capacity: Short Term
Needs. Long-Term Solutions"
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* Concurrent Session: "Powering Tomorrow: Confronting the
Interconnection Backlog"
Wednesday, June 5
e Commissioner's Business Meeting
* General Session: Closing Remarks

(2) NARUC Energy Resources and the Environment Committee
(ERE Committee)

During the review period, I participated in one ERE Committee meeting
via a Zoom conference call on September 26, 2023. (Approximately 2
hours) I was unable to participate in other calls scheduled during the
review period due to conflicts with the Commission's scheduled hearings
or with other Commission business.

Benefits of attending NARUC and SEAR UC programs:

NARUC and SEARUC meetings provide excellent educational
opportunities on multiple utility issues across industries. By attending
these meetings, | have increased my knowledge and understanding of
utility regulation and learned of current issues on both the state and
national levels. Each meeting and session attended provides exposure to
additional information on issues. The knowledge gained and shared
through these meetings and conferences broadens my perspective which
I can draw upon in making decisions.

The Commission benefits from my attendance at these meetings because
increased knowledge, experience, and understanding of issues help me
make more informed decisions on the matters before the Commission
for adjudication.

I1. In House Briefings/ Educational Sessions

(1)Ethics Training (Required by S.C. Code Ann. § 58-3-30(C)
(2015)) (Total hours 6.0)
a. October 2, 2023 (3.0 hours in this session)
* Freedom of Information Act presented by Steven W. Hamm,
Esquire (LO hour)
* Code of Judicial Conduct presented by Hon. Thomas W.
Cooper, Jr. (1.0 hour)
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* Code of Judicial Conduct/Ethics & Administrative
Procedures Act presented by Desa Ballard, Esquire (1.0 hour)

b. October 6, 2023 (3.0 hours in this session)

¢ Ethical Public Service: Beyond the State Ethics Act presented
by Barbara M. Seymour, Esquire (1.0 hour)

* Substance Abuse and Cyber Ethics presented by Jack Pringle,
Esquire (2.0 hours)

This required training reinforces the Code of Judicial Conduct (CJC), the
State Ethics Act (SEA), and the Administrative Procedures Act (APA).
As Commissioners, we must adhere to these rules and statutes, and, for
me, continual study strengthens my knowledge and understanding of the
requirements contained in the CJC, SEA, and APA. It is a benefit to the
Commission as an institution that commissioners and employees are
knowledgeable of the provisions of the CJC, SEA, and APA so that we
may all conduct ourselves and the business of the Commission in
compliance with the requirements of the CJC, SEA, and APA.

Additionally, a session of mental health, wellness, and substance abuse
was presented. For us to be effective employees, we need to be aware of
challenges and stresses we may encounter that could impact our ability
to be productive employees. This session provided some valuable tips
and resources on dealing with stress and challenges associated with both
work-life and private-life and encouraging productive habits for mental
well-being. This session has proven to be popular with commission
employees.

(2) Allowable Ex Parte Briefings (Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann.
§ 58-3-30(C) (2015))

a. July 6, 2023 - Allowable Ex Parle Briefing from Texican
Natural Gas Company. Topic of briefing: Natural Gas Markets in
South Carolina. (Docket No. 2023-70- G)

b. July 12, 2023 - Allowable Ex Parte Briefing from South
Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff.

Topic of briefing: SERC Reliability Corporation, Resource
Adequacy, and Related Matters (ND 2023-33-E)

c. September 15, 2023 Allowable Ex Parte Briefing from Duke
Energy Carolinas, LLC and Duke Energy Progress, LL.C.

[HJ] 12



THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2025

Topic of briefing: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC's and Duke
Energy Progress, LLC's Integrated Resource Plan filing, "2023
Carolinas Resource Plan." (Docket No. 2023-8-E and Docket No.
2023-10-E)

d. September 21, 2023 Allowable Ex Parte Briefing from
Conservation Voters of South Carolina.

Topic of briefing: How other states have reliably integrated
renewable energy onto their grids. (ND-2023-46-E)

e. November 30, 2023 - Allowable Ex Parte Briefing from Duke
Energy Carolinas, LLC and Duke Energy Progress, LLC.

Topic of the briefing: Energy Efficiency, Demand-Side
Management, and Demand Response Overview. (Docket No.
2023-8-E, Docket No. 2023-10-E, Docket No. 2013-298-E, and
Docket No. 2015-163-E)

f. January 24,2024 - Allowable Ex Parte Briefing from Carolina
for Affordable and Reliable Energy (CARE).

Topic of the briefing: South Carolina Electric and Natural Gas
Reliability Study. (ND-2024-3-EG)

g. January 29, 2024 - Allowable Ex Parte Briefing from
Conservation Voters of South Carolina.
Topic of the briefing: Battery Storage. (ND -2023-88-E)

h. February 27, 2024 Allowable Ex Parte Briefing from
TotalEnergies Renewables USA, LLC.

Topic of the briefing: The Opportunity for Offshore Wind,
including Total Energies Carolinas Long Bay Project to be
developed off the coast of Wilmington, North Carolina. (ND-
2024-4-E)

i. March 19, 2024-Allowable Ex Parte Briefing from
Southeastern Wind Coalition. Topic of the briefing: Overview of
offshore wind's potential to meet economic development, grid
reliability, and resource demand needs in the Southeast.
(ND-2024-12-E)

j. May 7,2024 Allowable Ex Parte Briefing from Duke Energy
Carolinas, LLC and Duke Energy Progress, LLC.
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Topic of the briefing: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC's and Duke
Energy Progress, LLC's proposed Customer Renewable Programs
and proposed modifications to Green Source Advantage Programs
and Riders GSA (Docket No. 2022-326-E and Docket No. 2018-
320-E)

(3) PSC Policies

a. July 27,2023 - PSC Information Security Policy
Reminders and Quiz

b. September 7, 2023 - Security Awareness Essentials for
State Employees

c. November 27,2023 Public Service Commission Tenant
Handbook

d. March 21, 2024 PSC Reduction in Force Policy

e. March 21, 2024 PSC Alternate Work Schedule Policy and
Guidelines and Quiz

f.March 21, 2024 - PSC Confidentiality Agreement and Quiz
g. March 21, 2024 - PSC Drug-Free Workplace and
Substance Abuse Policy and Quiz

h. March 21, 2024 PSC Dual Employment Policy and Quiz
i.March 21, 2024 PSC IT Acceptable Use Policy and Quiz
j-March 21, 2024- PSC Mobile Device Management User
Agreement and Quiz

k. March 21, 2024 - PSC Social Media Policy and Quiz

1. March 21, 2024 - PSC Emergency and Safety Procedures
and Quiz

m. March 21, 2024 - PSC South Carolina Code of Judicial
Conduct Rule 501 and Quiz

n. April 12, 2024PSC Revised Ex Parle Communications
Guidelines and Quiz

0. June 18,2024 - PSC Information Security Policy
Reminders and Quiz

The training listed in this section was conducted online through the
SCEIS website. The training on PSC Policies is important to ensure
commissioners and all employees of the agency comply with the
approved policies of the agency. Completion of the courses was recorded
on the SCEIS website.

II1. Other Educational Session
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(1) IPU Accounting and Ratemaking Course 2024
(March 12-14, 2024).

Sponsoring organization Michigan State University

Institute of Public Utilities Sessions addressed:
» Foundations of Public Utility Regulation and
Ratemaking (topics included: introduction to the
course and objectives; public utility monopolies and
governance; sustainable utilities and elements of
capacity; regulatory policy foundations; jurisdiction
for utility rates; regulatory standards of review;
accounting basics and concepts; accounting
governance (FASB, GASB); generally accepted
accounting principles and standards; regulatory
accounting vs. GAAP; Uniform System of Accounts
(USoA); regulatory and rate-case auditing; financial
statements and reports; regulatory enforcement;
ratemaking process and key steps; cost-of-service
ratemaking; test year for revenues and rates; revenue
requirements and formulas; case-study overview.)

» Balance Sheet, Capital Expenditures, and Rate
Base (Capex) (topics included: balance sheet
overview; capital planning and asset management;
certificates of need and preapproval; utility plant in
service; contributed capital (CIAC); funds for
construction (AFUDC, CWIP); asset valuation
methods; acquisition adjustments; plant service lives
and depreciation; accumulated depreciation;.
deferred income taxes; working capital; operating
reserve accounts; regulatory assets and liabilities;
deriving the rate base; ratemaking scenarios.)

* Income Statement, Revenues, and Expenses
(Opex) (topics addressed: income statement
overview; operating revenues; revenues by customer
class; operating expenses; personnel-related
expenses; expenses by function; disallowed
expenses; depreciation expense; income and other
taxes; cost adjusted mechanisms (trackers); system
improvement charges; financial auditing for
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ratemaking; management auditing; rate-case
adjustments; ratemaking scenarios.)

» Cash Flow, Debt and Equity Financing, and
Revenue Requirements (topics included: cash-flow
statement overview; financial performance metrics;
utility ownership structures; corporate governance
and accountability; financial regulation and
reporting; risk factors and disclosure; capital
structure (debt and equity); debt financing and credit
ratings; equity financing and capital markets; cost of
equity methods; return on equity calculation;
weighted cost of capital; authorized rates of return;
risk, returns, and incentives; regulatory lag and
returns; deriving revenue requirements; revenue
deficiency and conversion factors; rate- case
scenarios.)

» Tariffs, Cost Allocation, Rate Design, and
Consumer Policies (topics included: rate schedules
(tariffs); evaluation criteria in ratemaking; price
elasticity of demand; dynamic role of price;
variations and trends in demand; deliveries to the
system; non-revenue production; price
differentiation; cost-of-service studies and methods;
functionalization and classification; cost allocation
by class; metering and billing; fixed and variable
charges; rate-design alternatives; bill calculation and
impact; consumer rights and responsibilities;
affordability and assistance; implementing rate
changes; settlement conditions; ratemaking
scenarios.)

The class lasted three days and instruction covered five 160-minute
sessions for total attendance of 13.33 hours. The class was conducted on
the internet with virtual attendance. I participated from the office and
received a certificate of attendance.

The class provided me with additional instruction in regulated utility
ratemaking principles and increased knowledge is a benefit to
Commission. I try to take advantage of as many classes as possible as
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there is always something new to learn. Also, review of material aids is
very helpful. Continued exposure and study leads to an expanded
understanding of issues and regulatory policies and law. Classes which
broaden my knowledge, and which assist in understanding the issues in
the cases that come before the Commission, aid in making reasoned and
sound decisions.

2. Participation in organizations.
Provide the following information regarding your participation in
organizations:
A. The name of organization, position held, and
committee served on;
B. A description of the organization's function;
C. How participation in the organization helped you as a
commissioner and benefitted the Commission; and
D. The amount of time spent out of the office due to your
participation in organizations.

A. The name of organization, position held, and committee served
on;

I am a member of the National Association of Regulatory Utility
Commissioners (NARUC) and the Southeastern Association of
Regulatory Utility Commissioners (SEARUC). Within NARUC, 1
am a member of the NARUC Committee on Energy Resources and
the Environment (ERE).

B. A description of the organization's function;

NARUC is a non-profit organization dedicated to representing the
state public service commissions which regulate the utilities that
provide essential services such as energy, telecommunications,
power, water, and transportation. NARUC's stated mission is to
serve in the public interest by improving the quality and
effectiveness of public utility regulation. Under state law, NARUC's
members have an obligation to ensure the establishment and
maintenance of utility services as may be required by law and to
ensure that such services are provided at rates and conditions that
are fair, reasonable, and nondiscriminatory for all consumers.
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SEARUC is also a non-profit corporation, and the purpose of
SEARUC is "the advancement and education of commission
regulation through the study and discussions of subjects concerning
the operation and supervision of public utilities to protect the
interests of the people with respect to regulation of the Southeastern
States."

The NARUC ERE Committee focuses on renewable and distributed
resources, energy efficiency, consumer protection, environmental
protection, and public interest research and development. The
Committee provides a venue for state regulators to discuss current
issues on both the national and state levels and to exchange
information of environmentally sustainable and affordable energy.

C. How participation in the organization helped you as a
commissioner and benefitted the Commission:

The greatest benefits from participation in NARUC and SEARUC
are education and exposure to current issues. The conferences
provide relevant and timely educational programs related to public
utility regulation. The conferences, while educational, provide
opportunities to learn from other utility commissioners as well as
opportunities to gain regional and national perspectives on issues. |
have benefited from these meetings by enhancing and increasing my
knowledge of public utility regulation. Information gained from
attending conferences and participating on committee conference
calls has alerted me to recent issues and provided me with a better
understanding of many issues. Increased knowledge and exposure of
relevant, current topics improves my effectiveness as a regulator by
providing greater understanding of public utility regulation. The
Commission and the state benefit from commissioners being well-
informed, and the conferences, webinars, and conference calls
offered by NARUC and SEAR UC are opportunities for me to
further study and learn about utility regulation and issues.

D. The amount of time spent out of the office due to your
participation in organizations.

In June 2024, I attended the SEAR UC annual conference and was
out of the office for three

(3) days.
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I also participated in one NARUC ERE Committee meeting during
the review period. These committee meetings are held virtually via
Zoom, and I participate from my office. Due to scheduled hearings
and other Commission business, I only participated in one ERE
Committee meeting.

3. Representation in Official Capacity as Commissioner.

For any event attended in your official capacity as commissioner that
has not been included in item I or 2, provide the following
information:

A. Each event attended;

B. The sponsoring organization;

C. A description of the activity (if speech or panel discussions,
describe the topic); and

D. The amount of time spent out of the office due to your
representation as commissioner.

I did not attend any events in my official capacity as a commissioner
during the review period.

4. Notable Cases.

In your own words, describe three cases in which you participated
that you believe were the most significant during the review period.
Provide a brief summary of the case, including the case name, the
docket number, and the issues and outcome (two-three sentences).
Your response should focus on: (a) why this case was significant;
and (b) how the educational programs you attended, your
participation in organizations and/or experience as a commissioner
benefitted your decisions in each case.

A. Petition of Duke Energy Progress, LL.C for a Storm
Securitization Financing Order (Docket No. 2023-89-E)

In 2022, the South Carolina General Assembly passed Act 227
(Storm Securitization Statute) which addressed storm damage
recovery costs by authorizing an electrical utility to pursue
securitization to recover prudently incurred costs due to storm
recovery activity. The process consists of two parts: first,
identification of prudently incurred storm recovery costs (Phase 1)
and second, issuance of a financing order which will authorize the
issuance of the storm recovery bonds; the imposition, collection, and
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periodic adjustments of a storm recovery charge; the creation of
storm recovery property; and the sale, assignment, or transfer of
storm recovery property to an assignee (Phase 2).

In August 2022, DEP filed a petition for review and recovery of
storm recovery principal costs (Phase 1). (See, Docket No. 2022-
256-E). Following a hearing in Docket No. 2022- 256-E, the
Commission issued Order No. 2023-260 (dated May 30, 2023)
approving a partial Stipulation and approving storm costs of
approximately $170 million.

On March 31, 2023, Duke Energy Progress, LLC (DEP) filed its
petition for a financing order requesting authorization for the
financing of storm recovery costs due to storm recovery activities
resulting from several named storms {Phase 2). This docket marked
the continuation of the first case brought by an electrical utility
pursuant to the S.C. Act No. 227 0f2022 {Storm Securitization
Statute). The parties filed a Settlement Agreement in the case.
Following a hearing on the Phase 2 petition and the Settlement
Agreement, the Commission on October 23, 2023, issued the "Storm
Recovery Financing Order Approving Comprehensive Settlement
Agreement and Accounting Order." (See, Order No. 2023- 752(A)).

This case is significant because it is the first case on a financing order
pursuant to the Storm Securitization Statute. Commissioners and
staff members spent considerable time preparing for the case
including studying the Storm Securitization Statute and the materials
filed in the docket. My experience as a commissioner and as a lawyer
practicing in the area of utility regulation, along with knowledge
gained from seminars and educational opportunities, helped in
understanding the issues presented in this case.

B. 2023 Integrated Resource Plan for the South Carolina
Public Service Authority (Santee Cooper) (Docket No. 2023-
154-E)

2019 Act 62 (South Carolina Energy Freedom Act or SCEFA)
requires the Commission to hold a proceeding to review each
electrical utility's IRP. Act 90, passed in 2021, requires the South
Carolina Public Service Authority (Santee Cooper) to file its IRP
with the Commission for review. Prior to the passage of 2019 Act
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62 and 2021 Act 90, electrical utilities filed their IRPs with the State
Energy Office, but no formal proceedings were required for review
of the IRPs.

In May 2023, Santee Cooper filed its 2023 Integrated Resource Plan
(IRP). This docket is significant because this is the first instance
where Santee Cooper's IRP was reviewed by the Commission. The
Commission issued its order in March 2024 approving Santee
Cooper's IRP.

This case is noteworthy because this docket was the first instance
where the Commission reviewed an IRP filed by Santee Cooper. To
me, this case is also significant because the Commission has only
recently been tasked with reviewing IRPs and IRP Updates, and each
IRP case the Commission reviews presents another opportunity to
gain more understanding of the complex issues involved and
addressed in the IRP process. In reviewing an IRP, I rely upon my
experience as a commissioner, as an attorney having practiced in the
area of utility regulation for 30 years, as well as knowledge gained
from attendance at conferences, seminars, and educational sessions,
in identifying and understanding the issues presented in these cases.
I have also found that every case, not just cases involving IRPs,
presents a learning experience, and with the review of IRPs and the
complexity and detail of the issues, each IRP case involves
considerable study of the materials to grasp the issues.

C. Annual Review of Base Rates for Fuel Costs of Duke Energy
Progress, LL.C (Docket No. 2024-1-E)

Under the provisions of S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-27-865 (2015),
the Commission must review annually the base rate for fuel costs of
electrical utilities. The Commission is required to determine the
amount designed to recover the fuel costs found to be appropriate for
the succeeding twelve months, including adjustment for any over-
recovery or under- recovery from the preceding twelve months.
Stated another way, the base rate of fuel for the upcoming twelve
months is based on the true-up of the cost of fuel the utility paid in
the previous year and the projected cost of fuel for the upcoming year.
Also addressed in the context of the annual fuel proceeding is the
Distributed Energy Resource Program (DERP) charge allowed
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pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-39-150 (2015) and
Commission Order No. 2015-194.

This case is important for two reasons. First, this 2024 case resulted
in a decrease in the fuel factor following increases from the past
couple of years. Second, an issue that arose from a customer
complaint case was addressed in this docket. In Docket No. 2023-
242-E, the Commission heard a customer complaint alleging
improper billing by Duke Energy Progress (DEP). One area where
the customer alleged to have been overcharged related to the charge
for the Distributed Energy Resource Program (DERP). In that
customer complaint docket, the Commission determined that DEP
had charged the customer an extra DERP charge on the customer's
outdoor lighting service. DEP agreed with the billing error related to
that customer and started an investigation of possible instances where
other customers may have also been overcharged. In this current fuel
case, DEP reported results of its investigation and reported 3,584
accounts were affected by the overcharge for a total amount of
$69,956.12. DEP agreed to refund the overcharges to all customers
identified, and DEP is in the process of making the refunds to those
customers. Further, the Commission required DEP to continue to
investigate the DERP overcharge issue, report its findings to ORS,
provide a root cause analysis and corrective action plan to ORS, and
further update and address this issue in the 2025 annual fuel
proceeding.

The statute governing the recovery of fuel costs by electric utilities is
designed to provide recovery of prudently incurred fuel costs. The
parties to the proceeding must present evidence regarding, and the
Commission must review, the prices paid during the review period,
the prices forecast for the upcoming twelve months, outages of
generating units, and other factors to ensure that the utility made
every reasonable effort to minimize fuel costs. The totality of my
experiences (as a commissioner, previous work experiences, and
numerous educational opportunities over a number of years) has
helped me understand the concepts and issues presented in these cases
which occur annually. Further, my experience helped to identify that
one of the issues raised by the customer in the complaint docket was
valid, leading to DEP's investigation and identification of the billing
error which impacted numerous customers.
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5. Accomplishments of the Public Service Commission
Describe what you believe are the greatest accomplishments of the
commission during the review period.

The time in issuing Commission orders has improved. In the review
period, the average time to issue orders improved to 32.83 days - an
improvement from 37.80 days in 2022- 2023 and 39.55 days in 2021-
2022. The Commission speaks through its orders, and it is important
to the parties, the public, the Commission, and the regulatory process
that well- written, well-reasoned, and accurate orders are issued in a
timely manner. The Commission continues to work toward issuing all
orders within thirty (30) days of the decision on a matter. During the
review period, all orders subject to a statutory deadline have been
issued within the statutory deadline.

During the review period and to assist with tracking and collaborating
on orders, the Commission implemented the use of Smartsheet, a
workflow management program. Among other functions, Smartsheet
generates and sends reports to Commissioners and

Staff from information entered into the spreadsheets in the program.
Use of this program has assisted in keeping Commissioners informed
on the status of orders, including when deadlines are nearing and
when orders are available for review by Commissioners. Once the
benefits of Smartsheet were observed, the Executive Director and
Staff members identified other areas where Smartsheet could be
useful and began using Smartsheet for workflow in other departments
and areas. In my opinion, Smartsheet has proven to be an effective
tool and has resulted in improved workflow, collaboration, and
communication.

6. Work Schedule and Preparation.

A. Describe your schedule during an average work week. For
example, how often are you in your office in Columbia? How many
hours do you telecommute?

I live in Columbia and rarely telecommute. I am in the office daily,
usually arriving by 8:30 a.m. and remaining in the office until 4:45
p-m. or later. When the daily or weekly schedule requires additional
time, I arrive earlier or stay later than normal business hours or work
on the weekend. I am accustomed to an office environment and am
more comfortable with working in the office than working from
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home. Additionally, being in the office helps ensure that [ have access
to all materials I may need.

I usually start the day by going through emails and reviewing the
daily activity report containing matters which were filed the previous
day. A large part of Monday is spent reviewing matters on the
agendas for the Commission business meeting, which is usually held
on Thursday afternoon. Throughout the week, I will discuss
upcoming matters on the meeting agenda with other commissioners
and commission staff.

I spend a good portion of my time reviewing materials for upcoming
hearings or upcoming business meetings. Preparation for hearings
and meetings requires reviewing materials of each case or matter.
Pleadings and prefiled testimony take considerable time to read. I
read quite a bit while at the office and also read at home during the
evenings and on weekends. After hearings, time is spent reviewing
the record and proposed orders in preparation for making decisions
on various matters at a Commission Business Meeting. After the
Commission votes on a matter at the Commission Business Meeting,
a directive recording the prevailing motion and vote is issued.
Commission Staff attorneys then prepare an order memorializing the
decision of the Commission and submit the order for Commissioner
review. After I complete my review of an order, [ will discuss with
one or more of the attorneys any edits, suggestions, or concerns I have
with the order. Reviewing the orders drafted by the staff attorneys and
discussions following my review take time, but it is time well spent
to produce a good order.

During the review period, I served as Chair of the Commission and
met with the Executive Director and the leadership team to set the
agendas for the business meetings. I also attended meetings with the
Executive Director, managers, and other personnel regarding agency
operations.

B. Describe how you prepare for a hearing.

Hearing preparation requires reading and studying the pleadings,
prefiled testimony, and other documents filed in a case. Pursuant to
Commission's regulations parties must prefile written testimony and
exhibits. On most cases, I track the established dates for prefiling of
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testimony and exhibits so that I can obtain the prefiled testimony and
exhibits within a few days of the documents being filed. I go through
the testimony and exhibits to identify issues and make notes for
reference. I try to keep up with additional materials as they are filed
because I find it better to stay abreast as matters are received than try
to absorb all the information at one time shortly before the hearing.
However, once all the testimony and exhibits are filed, I go through
the materials to ensure that [ am familiar with the parties' positions,
evidence, and arguments. I also research and review relevant statutes
and case law on the issues presented. Commission staff members also
provide briefings on major cases, and it is helpful to consult with staff
members and other commissioners on issues and matters on which I
have questions.

Following a hearing, work continues to prepare for discussion and
voting on a case or matter at a business meeting. I review post-trial
briefs or proposed orders and often review the hearing transcript or
hearing record. Throughout the process, I try to discuss issues with
other commissioners and with commission staff. These discussions
with other commissioners and with commission staff are helpful to
review the issues and evidence upon which the Commissioners must
base our decisions.

7. Effects of Code of Judicial Conduct and South Carolina's
ethics laws on your role as Commissioner.

In your own words, discuss how the Code of Judicial Conduct and the
Ethics Laws interact and affect you and your role as a commissioner.

The Code of Judicial Conduct provides a set of ethical principles and
guidelines to promote integrity, impartiality, and diligence. Our legal
system is based on the premise that an independent, fair, and
competent judiciary will interpret and apply the laws that govern us,
and these same principles apply to Commissioners who serve on the
Public Service Commission. The Code of Judicial Conduct provides
guidance and structure to our professional and personal lives, and
when followed, the Code of Judicial Conduct helps us maintain high
standards of professional and personal conduct. Similarly, the State
Ethics Laws also provide structure on how we must comport ourselves
in the discharge of our duties.
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It is an honor to serve as a Commissioner on the Public Service
Commission. I take the responsibilities of this office seriously and
strive to carry out my duties as a commissioner in a professional
manner. Public trust is essential to government and is essential to being
a good commissioner. It is important that we are fair, impartial, and
unbiased. All who are impacted by the Commission's decisions, from
the parties appearing before the Commission to ratepayers, deserve
impartial decisions free from bias and improper influence. Adherence
to the Code of Judicial Conduct and the state ethics rules help me be
an effective commissioner and state employee.

8. Challenges of the Public Service Commission
Describe three challenges of the Public Service Commission during
the review period, and how those challenges were managed.

A. Scheduling

During the review period, the Commission dealt with a number of
complex and time- consuming cases. Scheduling of matters is often a
challenge. There are several types of cases which occur annually, and
for these annual cases, schedules have been developed to meet dates
for decisions which are set internally or by statute for when these
cases must be decided. For many cases which do not require a
hearing, study of pleadings, filings, and law is required to make an
informed decision, and some of these cases require considerable
preparation and study. In cases requiring a hearing, scheduling can be
a challenge to ensure that parties have enough time for preparation,
that time is reserved for hearing, that adequate time is afforded for
commissioners to review the case record and deliberate before
making a decision, and that sufficient time to prepare an order is
reserved. Even after schedules are set, schedules must often be
adjusted to accommodate requests from parties. Challenges in
scheduling have been met by the Commission and the parties working
together as much as possible to ensure that conflicts in scheduling are
resolved while maintaining all parties' right to a fair process.
Flexibility from the Commission and parties to the proceeding is
needed to address scheduling of matters. Scheduling challenges will
continue to arise, and the Commission will need to continue to work
with the parties to ensure that all are afforded a fair hearing while
balancing the Commission's need for sufficient time to study a record,
make a decision, and timely issue a well-reasoned, complete order.
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B. Content of Orders

While more of a goal than a challenge, the writing of clear, well-
reasoned, accurate orders is an area where continued improvement is
desired. The Commission's orders must accurately explain the case,
address the issues presented, and clearly and correctly explain the
reasons for the decision reached. The Commission has a statutory
requirement to ensure that "final orders and decisions of the
commission must be sufficient in detail to enable the court on appeal
to determine the controverted questions presented ... and must include
(1) findings and conclusions, and the reasons or bases therefore, upon
all materials issues of fact or law presented." See, S.C. Code Ann.
Section 58-3-250 (2015). Staff attorneys worked diligently on orders
during the review period, and commissioners have worked with the
staff attorneys in reviewing and providing suggestions to reflect the
decisions of the Commission. Content of the orders has been, and
continues to be, a priority and is an area where improvement should
always be sought.

C. Continued Improvement

Despite best efforts and hard work, issues will arise that indicate areas
of improvement. The Commission and commission staff must be
engaged to identify when improvements may be required. Upon
identifying issues, we must all be willing to address the issue, work
on solutions, and reassess to ensure resolution. As discussed above,
shortening the timeframe for issuance of orders has been a challenge
which the Commission and commission staff have worked to address
and will continue to address. Identifying and utilizing technology
(Smartsheet) is one area that helped in reducing the time to issue
orders. However, technology alone will not solve an issue. We all
must be willing to change habits or thoughts to improve our work. A
mindset of "this is the way we have always done it" and not being
open to change or new approaches will not produce different or better
results. While change may not be easy, we must seek to improve so
that we can do our best work and produce a quality work product. The
only way to improve is to work with an open mind to new methods
and opportunities and approaches. We are all creatures of habit; there
is comfort in routine. However, the challenge lies in changing our
habits and routines to work smarter and more effectively whether that
be through embracing new technologies or by treating challenges as
an opportunity for improvement.
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9. Recusal

If there was a matter in which you were recused during the review
period, provide a brief description of the matter and the reason(s) for
the recusal.

I had no recusals during this review period for any reason under the
Code of Judicial Conduct.

On June 20, 2023, I was on sick leave due to illness. The Commission
was scheduled to hear two dockets on that date. Pursuant to
Commission Order No. 2023-295 (dated April 27, 2023), the
Commission scheduled the hearing in Docket No. 2022-159-E to be
heard starting at 1 0:00 a.m. on June 20, 2023, and upon conclusion
of that hearing, to hear the matter in Docket No. 2022-158-E. At the
outset of the hearing in Docket No. 2022-159-E, a motion was made
to hold the hearing in Docket No. 2022-158-E in abeyance to allow
the parties additional time to discuss and resolve certain issues in that
docket. That motion was granted on the record by the Acting
Chairman, and the hearing in Docket No. 2022-158-E was not held.
The hearing in Docket No. 2022-159-E proceeded as scheduled on
June 20, 2023. Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-3-225 (2015)
which states in relevant part, "If a commissioner is absent from or
leaves a hearing for fifteen consecutive minutes or longer ... the
commissioner may not participate in the deliberations or vote on the
matter." Because | missed the hearing in Docket No. 2022-159-E, 1
did not participate in deliberations or vote on the matter when it came
before the Commission for a decision.

NOTE: Do not provide any information that would violate the
prohibition against ex parte communication or would otherwise violate
any privilege.

Ethics Statement: 1, Commissioner Florence P. Belser have read and
understand the Code of Judicial Conduct and the ethics laws of
South Carolina. I certify that I have adhered to these standards at
all times during this review period.

Signature: Florence P. Belser
Date: October 16, 2024
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RICHARD N. MCINTYRE
SEAT 2

Review Committee Finding: QUALIFIED AND NOMINATED

Personal Information, Educational Background, and Work
Experience:

Mr. Mclntyre earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting and
Finance from the University of South Carolina in 1980.

Mr. Mclntyre is a Market Executive for First Reliance Bank, a position
he has held since 2003 through his retirement effective April 30, 2025.

Mr. Mclntyre previously worked for C&S National Bank (and its
successor, NationsBank) from 1981-2003 where he held the positions of
Collector, Branch Manager, Commercial Lender, and Consumer Loan
Administrator. He then worked for Carolina First as the bank’s
Lexington County Executive from 1993-2003.

Mr. MclIntyre was elected to serve on the Lexington-Richland Airport
Commission from 2014- 2020 where he was Finance Chairman from
2015-2020 and Vice Chairman from 2019-2020.

Mr. Mclntyre served on the Riverbanks Zoo Society Board of Directors
from 2004-2014, has been a member of the Lexington Rotary Club since
1985 and the Lexington Chamber of Commerce since 1984.

Test Score: 63

H. DAVID BRITT
SEAT 4

Review Committee Findings: QUALIFIED AND NOMINATED

Personal Information, Educational Background, and Work
Experience:

Mr. Britt earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Government from Wofford
College in 1977.

Mr. Britt has been the Vice President and General Manager of the South
Carolina Division of Tindall Corporation since 1988. He has served on
Spartanburg County Council (District 3) since 1991, where he has held
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the positions of Vice Chairman of Council and Chair of the Economic
Development Committee since elected in 1991.

Mr. Britt has previously worked as the Director of Human Resources for
Flowers Industries from 1977-1980. He then worked as the as the
Director of Industrial Relations for Boiler Tube Co. of the USA from
1980-1985. Mr. Britt founded David Britt and Associates in 1985 where
we worked as a management consultant for several industrial
manufacturing companies in the United States until 1988.

Mr. Britt was elected to the Spartanburg District 7 School Board in 1987
where he served until 1991.

Mr. Britt has served on the Chapman Cultural Center Board, the
Spartanburg Regional Health System Heart Foundation Board, the
Wofford College Alumni Board, and is a member of First Presbyterian
Church of Spartanburg where is a former Deacon and Elder.

Test Score: 50

JUSTIN T. WILLIAMS
SEAT 6

Review Committee Findings: QUALIFIED AND NOMINATED

Personal Information, Educational Background, and Work
Experience:

Mr. Williams attended the University of South Carolina and earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Relations in 2006 and a Juris Doctorate
from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 2010. In 2015,
he completed the Judge Advocate Officer’s Basic Course. Mr. Williams
earned a Master of Environmental Management degree from Duke
University in May 2024.

Mr. Williams has served on the Public Service Commission as the
commissioner for District 2 since 2018. Mr. Williams served as Chair of
the commission from 2020-2022. He currently serves as Vice Chair of
the commission.

Mr. Williams previously worked for the Fifth Judicial Circuit Solicitor
Office from 2011-2013 and then again from 2015-2016. From 2013-
2015, he was an associate at Wilson Jones Carter & Baxley, P.A. where
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he specialized in worker’s compensation litigation. Mr. Williams then
worked as an associate with Moore Bradley Myers from 2017-2018. Mr.
Williams is also a Judge Advocate in the United States Army Reserve;
his service began in 2015.

Mr. Williams is a member of the National Association of Regulatory
Utility Commissioners, the Richland County Bar Association, the South
Carolina Bar Association, and the South Carolina Black Lawyers
Association. He is also a member of Downtown Church, Kappa Alpha
Psi Fraternity, and Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity.

Mr. Williams also currently owns and operates a small family farm in
Aiken County, South Carolina.

Test Score: 88

COMMISSIONER QUESTIONNAIRE
PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

NAME: JUSTIN THOMAS WILLIAMS

SEAT: SIXTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT DATE ELECTED:
MAY 11, 2018

DATE TERM EXPIRES: JUNE 30, 2022

Please provide information for the review period covering July 1,
2023, through June 30, 2024. Be sure to fully address each item.

1. Educational programs.

Provide the following information regarding educational programs
attended:

A. The name of the program and the sponsoring organization
Duke University, Nicholas School of the Environment, Duke
Environmental Leadership Master of Environmental Management
(concentration in energy and the environment).

B. A description of the topics and any certificate or recognition
received
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Strategic Planning for Environmental L.eaders: This course focused

on the development of management skills, including decision-making,
motivation, working in teams, organizational cultures, organizational
design, learning organizations, and change management for private,
public, and not-for-profit organizations.

Environmental L.aw and Policy: This course focused on the evolution

of environmental policies from strict reliance on command-and-control
systems to experimentation with alternative approaches by examining
the history and context of U.S. policy development processes and
institutions. This course also explored command approaches to air and
water pollution and waste management and alternative approaches, such
as market-based programs, public-private partnerships, voluntarism,
policies for managing land, natural resources, species protection, and
addressing transnational and global environmental problems.

Duke Environmental L.eadership Seminar: This course focused on

reflecting on each student's leadership journey, defining and refining the
"WHY™" for each student's leadership efforts, and learning and practicing
leadership skills crucial for today's rapidly changing world.

Research Design for Environmental Social Science: The purpose of

the course was to 1) examine the concept of' research' (philosophy and
epistemology, as well as practice) in general and the environmental and
social sciences specifically and 2) overview types of data used by
environmental, social scientists, and some specific methods for
collecting them. Although a range of methods and data sources were
scoped, the focus was on qualitative data and the methods used to
'collect' data from/with people; 3) introduce approaches to and methods
for analyzing qualitative data and presenting it. Although topics and
methods are relevant to social sciences generally, readings, examples,
and activities highlight the relevance and utility of research methods for
understanding human uses, values, interactions, and beliefs about the
environment.

Mandatory Masters Proiect: This course was a culminating hands-on
experience that allowed me to apply the professional skills and
knowledge that I acquired in the classroom to tackle a real-world
industry and government challenge.
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After completing 36 hours of coursework, including a 43-page Master's
project, Duke University, Nicholas School of the Environment awarded
me a Master of Environmental Management on May 12, 2024.

C. How the program helped you as a commissioner and benefitted
the Commission

This rigorous academic program has exposed me to educational theories
and emerging issues of law, policy, and technology related to the
provision of energy and environmental management. It has also
enhanced my critical thinking skills regarding energy and environmental
issues associated with the local community, the state, the nation, and the
world. I have also received intensive leadership coaching and
counseling, allowing me to grow as a leader. The commission has
benefited from my participation in this program through my sharing of
the lessons that I have learned with fellow commissioners and
commission staff and offering a spectrum of academic perspectives
during commission deliberations.

D. The amount of time spent out of the office due to attending
educational programs.

I spent nine days out of the office during the rating period to complete
this program.

A. The name of the program and the sponsoring organization

United States Army Command and General Staff Officer College
Intermediate Leader Education Phases 2 and 3.

B. A description of the topics and any certificate or recognition
received

C300A Unified Action: C300 Unified Action (UA) is a 44-hour block
of instruction broken into two blocks (C300A and C300B) that builds on
the study of the strategic level of war and systems perspective introduced
in C200 Strategic Context of Operational Art. The block (C300A) begins
with a basic understanding of the roles, functions, capabilities,
limitations, and operational considerations of the US military services
and unified action partners: US Anny, US Air Force, US Navy & US
Coast Guard, USMC, Special Operations Forces (SOF), Space
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Operations, Cyberspace Operations, Conventional Nuclear Integration,
and Joint Logistics & Army Sustainment Support of UA. The remaining
lessons (C300B in Phase 3) provided me with an understanding of the
fundamentals of Unified Action, Joint Functions, the range of military
operations (ROMO), Multinational Operations, and Interorganizational
Cooperation and Support to provide the context for how joint forces and
unified action partners are integrated and synchronized to support the
Joint Force Command's plans and operations.

F100 Force Management: This course focused on following the Force

Management Model in examining primary systems, concepts, and issues
of Army change management while describing how resource
management supports integrating and maintaining capabilities at the unit
level. Students' understanding of force management and resource
management are key topics in developing military professionals who
understand the service as a whole.

H100 History: The course gave a broad perspective on the relationship
between the study of history, the development of the theory upon which
doctrine is written, and that doctrine's

implementation in war. The block also examines the interplay between
war and Western society and, through that perspective, some insights
into the challenges and opportunities the US military faces today. The
block consisted of 27 hours of instruction, distributed across thirteen
lessons. H100 contributes to the college's outcomes by producing
officers who can understand war, the spectrum of conflict, and the
complexity of the operational environment (history, culture, ethics,
geography). The block also develops critical and creative thinkers who
can apply solutions to operational problems in a volatile, uncertain,
complex, or ambiguous environment. Last, HI00 enhances an officer's
ability to communicate concepts clearly and precisely in written and oral
forms.

L100 I.eadership: This course discussed leadership in a formal
professional military education setting. It also focused on professional
growth as an organizational-level leader, centered on transitioning from
direct to organizational-level leadership. It addressed the challenges
leaders face as they improve organizations while operating to
accomplish the mission.

C400 Apply US Army Doctrine: This course focused on learning and
applying Unified Land Operations and Mission Command, which links
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critical and creative thinking with the tactical level of war, the strategic
level of war, and Unified Action.

C500 Operational Art and Joint Planning: This course was a

culminating hands-on capstone experience that allowed students to
practice and display their understanding of operational art and design by
developing, analyzing, and evaluating an operation approach with a
doctrinally complete course of action at the operational level of war
based on a scenario in the Baltics State region.

After completing 284.5 hours of coursework, including five significant
papers, two briefings, eight exams, and a capstone project, | graduated
from the United States Anny Command and General Staff College
Command and General Staff Officer Common Core Course on May 24,
2024.

C.How the program helped you as a commissioner and benefitted
the Commission

This program helped me develop as a leader by teaching me to dissect
and evaluate various leadership styles and organizational theories to
determine their effectiveness. It also helped me understand how to use
the tools available in an organization, including how to interpret and
apply history to accomplish the desired end state. The commission
benefitted from my participation in this program because I am actively
using the skills that I learned to improve the efficiency and effectiveness
of the commission at all levels (commissioners, staff, hearing
preparation, hearings, and orders).

D. The amount of time spent out of the office due to attending
educational programs.

I spent 10 days out of the office during the rating period to complete this
program.

A. The name of the program and the sponsoring organization

National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners
(NARUC) Winter Policy Summit

[HJ] 35



THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2025

B. A description of the topics and any certificate or recognition
received

The Changing Energy Landscape and Regulatory Challenges: The
Hon. Jennifer Granholm, Secretary of Energy, DOE

The Wright Touch: A Conversation with David Wright

The Hon. Tricia Pridemore, Georgia, hosted a one-on-one with the Hon.
David Wright, Nuclear Regulatory Commission and past president of
NARUC.

Measuring Equity: The Energy Equity Roundtable

The IIJA and IRA will provide more than $1 trillion in investments to
address climate change and a just energy transition. There is a clear focus
on equity in these significant investments, and the Justice40 Initiative is
most visible. The established goal is to achieve an equitable distribution
of resources, such that 40 percent of the federal investment spending
should benefit disadvantaged and underserved communities. But how do
you measure success? The goals of equitable opportunities, allocation of
resources, and impact of programs cannot be achieved without a precise
measure of what constitutes equity.

This session used a roundtable talk show format that brought together
crucial energy equity stakeholders, including the current administration,
corporate leaders, energy regulators, and community engagement
experts. The roundtable discussed and examined existing initiatives to
probe for a universal definition of equity. Participants further discussed
evaluative tools to assess community needs and strategic approaches for
policymakers who must direct efforts to achieve equitable impacts for
underserved and disadvantaged communities. Discussions overall center
on big-bucket energy issues such as infrastructure, transportation/EV,
energy manufacturing/innovation, and Workforce development. This
session stimulated collaborative conversations that could lead to action
solutions so that the great energy transition leaves no community behind.

Overcoming the Transmission Bottleneck: Exploring Federal
Funding and Regional Planning to Support Transmission
Expansion for a Clean Energy Future

Over the past two decades, approximately 200 GW of wind and solar
were added to the U.S. power grid, and recently enacted federal
incentives in the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) will only accelerate the
deployment of clean energy and storage across the U.S. Currently, a
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large amount of potential clean power capacity is struggling with the
wait times and costs of connecting to the transmission grid, and the
declining construction of new high-voltage transmission lines over the
last decade. A lack of sufficient transmission capacity stands to be a
potential barrier to fully achieving IRA's emissions reduction potential,
which studies have shown will require a doubling of the historical pace
of electricity transmission expansion that has been seen over the last
decade. This panel covered how IRA, IIJA, and DOE funding can be
leveraged to support transmission projects by deploying capacity-
enhancing Grid Enhancing Technologies (GETs) on existing
transmission infrastructure and exploring ways to engage in effective
regional infrastructure planning.

Making the Smart Grid Smarter Through Intelligent Rate Design
As the array of distributed energy resources (DERs) available to
customers expands and diversifies, the ability to facilitate an
increasingly flexible, efficient, and cleaner "grid of the future" becomes
more important than ever. In the past decade, billions of dollars have
been spent on "smart" meters and other advanced metering infrastructure
(AMI) to modernize the grid, improve grid resilience, increase DER
participation, and reduce costs to ratepayers. However, the benefits of a
"smart" grid can't be realized without implementing rates intelligently
designed to activate changes on the demand side. Rate design is,
therefore, central to optimizing DERs and the other benefits of AMI for
customers and the grid. States are

piloting and exploring DER-optimized rate designs, from designs that
provide price signals to charge and discharge battery storage to options
that encourage EV owners to charge their cars during off-peak hours.
This panel explored the various time-varying and dynamic rate design
options to facilitate optimized DER adoption, grid resilience, and
increased customer benefits.

GSA-Utility Partnerships Will Cut Emissions and Lower Energy
Costs for the Nation's Largest Energy Consumer

The federal government is the single largest consumer of energy in the
country and also the country's biggest landlord, overseeing nearly
350,000 buildings. The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) has
committed to 100% Carbon Pollution-Free Electricity on a Net Annual
Basis by 2030, including 50% on a 24/7 basis. GSA is continuing its
work to eliminate onsite carbon pollution in newly constructed facilities
and facilities undergoing major modernization to achieve Net-Zero
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Emissions Buildings by 2045, including a 50% reduction by 2032.
Through these actions, GSA creates innovative economic opportunities
that advance clean energy goals, create jobs, develop healthy and
prosperous communities, and save taxpayer money. Partnerships are
critical to success, including utilities regulated by NARUC's members.
Panelists discussed the impact and implementation of these goals as well
as the role of utility regulators and stakeholders.

First Do No Harm: Siting EV Charging Infrastructure

Joint with the Committee on Energy Resources and the
Environment

Electrification, including transportation electrification (TE), has the
potential to be a source of downward pressure on rates. To allow for this
potential, the infrastructure necessary to serve TE load must be sited
strategically to avoid locations requiring costly and time-consuming
upgrades to support additional load on the electric system. Moreover, as
we prepare for the disbursement of National Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure (NEVI) program funds, planning for and siting
infrastructure in locations requiring less grid investment will stretch
those funds. However, to ensure that ratepayers paying for all or a part
of this infrastructure get the most benefits for their cost, charging
infrastructure should be placed in high-traffic areas and convenient
locations for EV users to maximize usage. To ensure these deciding
factors are considered, regulators and utilities must partner with local
traffic planners to determine if and where optimal traffic-based locations
also have minimal grid upgrades and associated costs. Panelists
discussed the issues mentioned above and offered an opportunity for the
audience to ask questions.

Looking Back--and Forward--at FERC-State Engagement

Managing energy policies that affect the entire nation is a daunting but
necessary task for regulators. This session looks at the relationship
between state regulators and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
in recent history, often with NARUC as an essential facilitator in these
dialogues. We have reached a point where communication and
engagement have increased, with all players having to, at times, navigate
through an atmosphere of politics while staying focused on serving the
public interest. Managing and respecting different and competing
priorities is not a simple feat, and we've reached this point through
intentional measures. The panelists, all former members of FERC,
discussed how the relationships with state regulators have evolved and
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offered insight on how to ensure that the relationship continues in the
right direction.

C. How the program helped you as a commissioner and
benefitted the Commission

Participating in NARUC's Winter Policy Summit helps me stay current
on utility regulatory issues. It also benefits the commission by allowing
commissioners to access utility regulatory information and discuss
utility regulatory issues in an academic setting.

D. The amount of time spent out of the office due to attending
educational programs.

I spent 3 days out of the office during the rating period to complete this
program.

2. Participation in organizations.

Provide the following information regarding your participation in
organizations:
A. The name of the organization, position held, and committee
served on;
B. A description of the organization's function;
C. How did participation in the organization helped you as a
commissioner and benefitted the Commission; and
D. The amount of time spent out of the office due to your
participation in organizations.

National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC).
Currently, | am a member of the electricity committee.

NARUC is a non-profit organization dedicated to representing the state
public service commissions who regulate the utilities that provide
essential services such as energy, telecommunications, power, water,
and transportation.

NARUC's members include all 50 states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Most state commissioners are
appointed by their governor or legislature, whereas commissioners in 11
states are elected by the public and in two states by the general assembly.
NARUC's mission is to serve the public interest by improving the quality
and effectiveness of public utility regulation. Under state laws,
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NARUC's members have an obligation to ensure the establishment and
maintenance of utility services as may be required by law and to ensure
that such services are provided at rates and conditions that are fair,
reasonable, and nondiscriminatory for all consumers.

Participation in NARUC helps me stay knowledgeable and informed on
various utility issues that impact South Carolina, the Southeast, and the
rest of the United States.

I was out of the office for three days to attend NARUC's Winter Policy
Summit.

3. Representation in Official Capacity as Commissioner.

For any event attended in your official capacity as commissioner that has
not been included in item 1 or 2, provide the following information:

A. Leadership South Carolina Natural Resources
Session;

B. Leadership South Carolina;

C. Oral presentation on the history and purpose of
the Public Service Commission of South Carolina.

D. Ispent 1 day out of the office to attend this event.

A. HBCU Energy Pathways Energy Panel;
B.E4 Carolinas;

C.Oral presentation on my path to working in the
energy industry.

D. I spent 2 hours out of the office to attend this
event.

A. HBCU Energy Pathways Energy Competition;

B. E4 Carolinas;

C. Provided feedback on student case studies that
resolved an energy and environmental issue.

D. Ispent 1 day out of the office to attend this event.

A. Energy Efficiency and Demand Side
Management Panel (during lunch at the NARUC
Winter Policy Summit);

B. Edison Foundation Institute for Electric
Innovation;
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C. Oral presentation on how energy efficiency and
demand side management programs work in South
Carolina
D. Idid not spend additional time out of the office
for this event as I was already attending the NARUC
Winter Policy Summit.
E.

4.Notable Cases.

In your own words, describe three cases you participated in that you
believe were the most significant during the review period. Provide a
summary of the case, including the case name, the docket number, and
the issues and outcome (two to three sentences). Your response should
focus on: (a) why this case was significant; and (b) how the educational
programs you attended, your participation in organizations and
experience as a commissioner benefitted your decisions in each case.
2023-89-E: Duke Energy Progress, LLC's Petition for a Storm
Securitization Financing Order (''Phase I1I")

Duke Energy Progress, LLC filed a petition before the commission
requesting permission to securitize storm costs and up-front financing
costs associated with the issuance of storm recovery bonds, approval of
their securitization financing structure, approval to issue storm recovery
bonds, approval of financing costs, and approval to create storm
recovery property. This case was significant because it was the first
petition for a storm securitization financing order in South Carolina and
the result of the commission's approval of the petition will deliver $35
million in savings to ratepayers. The educational programs I attended
during the review period gave me insight into long-term planning,
innovative problem-solving, and best practices in the utility regulatory
space, making it easier for me to understand, appreciate, and grant the
petition.

2024-34-E: Application of Dominion Energy South Carolina, Inc.
for Authority to Adjust and Increase Its Retail Electric Rate
Schedules, Tariffs, and Terms and Conditions

Dominion Energy South Carolina, Inc. filed an application to adjust and
increase its retail electric rates. Notwithstanding the unopposed
settlement agreement, the applicant presented the most robust and
transparent rate case | witnessed as a commissioner. This case was
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significant because it demonstrated the applicant's willingness to be
accountable, forthright, and transparent with the commission, parties to
the processing, and ratepayers. The educational programs that I attended
during the review period, especially the education at Duke University
and the United States Anny Command and General Staff College,
exposed me to various leadership methods, risks associated with utility
operation and regulation, and the ability to learn from past mistakes
without being crippled from moving forward towards a better future.

2023-242-E: Johnny Hedwin, Complainant/Petitioner v. Duke
Energy Progress, LLC Defendant/Respondent

Johnny Hedwin filed a complaint against Duke Energy Progress, LLC
(Company) alleging that the Company overcharged his electricity
account. The commission conducted a hearing where Mr. Hedwin
appeared as a pro se litigant. While working through this case, the
commission identified a billing discrepancy on Mr. Hedwin's account,
resulting in the company overcharging Mr. Hedwin. This case is
significant because it demonstrates the commission's commitment to
giving ratepayers access and due process as the commission worked with
Mr. Hedwin so that he could appear virtually. While it may seem like a
small accomplishment, the commission's staff worked very hard to make
sure Mr. Hedwin could "have his day in court" without having to drive
to Columbia, S.C. Additionally, this case is significant because it proves
that when ratepayers have access and due process before the
commission, the commission is empowered to better serve ratepayers by
adjudicating matters that it would not know of without hearing the
ratepayers case. In this case, the Company realized that Mr. Hedwin was
not the only customer overcharged and was in the process of issuing
refunds. The educational programs that I attended during the review
period helped strengthen my ability to resolve unconventional issues
involving parties with various backgrounds through a collaborative
process that focuses on problem-solving rather than finger-pointing and
casting blame.

5. Accomplishments of the Public Service Commission

Describe what you believe are the most significant accomplishments of
the commission during the review period.
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During this review period, the commission's most significant
accomplishments were its continued commitment to demonstrated
results in increasing access to the commission and protecting the due
process of ratepayers, utilities, and interested parties. The commission
has leveraged technology to allow ratepayers, utilities, and interested
parties to appear in proceedings remotely, telephonically, and in person.

6. Work Schedule and Preparation.

A. The average work week included a commission business meeting
briefing on Mondays and commission business meetings on
Thursdays at a minimum. Most weeks during the review period
included a hearing or a hearing briefing. After the commission
business meeting briefing, professional staff and commissioners
prepare motions for each item. On average, | was in the office four
days a week during the review period. When [ was not in the office,
I was telecommuting using my government-issued laptop, the docket
management system, or performing reading and mental preparation
for an upcoming matter.

B. During this review period, | have worked closely with the Special
Counsel to prepare for hearings. First, I prepared individually by
reading the application/petition, the applicable law and regulations,
and the pre-filed testimony and discussing my questions with the
Special Counsel and other commissioners.

7. Effects of the Code of Judicial Conduct and South
Carolina's ethics laws on your role as Commissioner.

In your own words, discuss how the Code of Judicial Conduct and the
Ethics Laws interact and affect you and your role as a commissioner.

I constantly check my words and deeds against the Code of Judicial
Conduct and the Ethics Laws to ensure that I meet both standards.
Strictly adhering to these Laws is the only way to maintain public trust
and afford all parties due process.

8. Challenges of the Public Service Commission

Describe three challenges of the Public Service Commission during the
review period and how those challenges were managed.
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Internal case management - The commission has many open complex
dockets and double-digit filings are made in commission dockets daily.
This creates an overwhelming number of matters to manage for
commissioners and staff, and sometimes, filings fall through the cracks.
The commission is managing this issue through new docket management
software and continuing to refine the Docket Management System.

Understanding our purpose - The commission's mission is "[t]o

regulate just and reasonable rates and services of public utilities in the
state of South Carolina." Regulating utilities according to the applicable
laws and regulations is not the same as managing a utility in the way that
we believe is appropriate. The commission is managing this issue by
focusing on understanding our limited role in the regulatory process by
focusing on better understanding our laws and regulations.

Commissioner _and staff efficiency and effectiveness - Since my
election to the commission, the commission has increased its operational

tempo every year. With the requirements of new laws and the filing of
more cases, the commission is still working to identify the best
commissioner and staff model that allows the commission to operate at
maximum efficiency and effectiveness.

9. Recusal

If there was a matter in which you were recused during the review period,
provide a brief description of the matter and the reason(s) for the recusal.

Not applicable for this review period.

NOTE: Do not provide any information that would violate the
prohibition against ex parte communication or otherwise violate any
privilege.

Ethics Statement: 1, Commissioner Justin T. Williams have read and
understand the Code of Judicial Conduct and the ethics laws of
South Carolina. I certify that I have adhered to these standards at
all times during this review period.

Signature: Justin T. Williams
Date: November 17, 2024
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Received as information.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE
The following was received:

Columbia, S.C., April 24, 2025
Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully invites your Honorable Body to attend in the
Senate Chamber at a mutually convenient time for the purpose of
ratifying Acts.

Very respectfully,
President

On motion of Rep. FORREST the invitation was accepted.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
Rep. ERICKSON, from the Committee on Education and Public
Works, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

H. 3758 -- Reps. Mitchell and Yow: A BILL TO AMEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION
59-1-435, RELATING TO THE RELIGIOUS VIEWPOINTS
ANTIDISCRIMINATION ACT, SO AS TO PROVIDE SCHOOL
DISTRICTS SHALL ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT CERTAIN
POLICIES CONCERNING LIMITED PUBLIC FORUMS AND
VOLUNTARY STUDENT EXPRESSION OF RELIGIOUS
VIEWPOINTS BEFORE THE 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR, AND TO
PROVIDE A MODEL POLICY THAT SCHOOLS MAY ADOPT
AND IMPLEMENT TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH THESE
POLICY REQUIREMENTS.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. ERICKSON, from the Committee on Education and Public
Works, submitted a favorable report on:

H. 3949 -- Reps. King and Duncan: A BILL TO AMEND THE

SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 1-1-
614 SO AS TO DESIGNATE "DUM SPIRO SPERO" TRANSLATED
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AS "WHILE I BREATHE, I HOPE" AS THE OFFICIAL CHORAL
ANTHEM OF THE STATE.
Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. ERICKSON, from the Committee on Education and Public
Works, submitted a favorable report on:

H. 4249 -- Rep. Erickson: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 56-5-
1538, RELATING TO THE DEFINITIONS OF EMERGENCY SCENE
MANAGEMENT, SO AS TO MAKE TECHNICAL CHANGES,
PROVIDE DRIVERS SHALL ENSURE THEIR VEHICLES ARE
KEPT UNDER CONTROL WHEN APPROACHING OR PASSING
OTHER MOTOR VEHICLES STOPPED ON OR NEAR THE RIGHT
OF WAY OF STREETS OR HIGHWAYS, TO PROVIDE PERSONS
DRIVING VEHICLES APPROACHING OTHER STATIONARY
VEHICLES DISPLAYING FLASHING HAZARD LIGHTS SHALL
REDUCE THEIR SPEED, YIELD THE RIGHT OF WAY, AND
MAINTAIN SAFE SPEEDS WHEN CHANGING LANES IS
UNSAFE, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. ERICKSON, from the Committee on Education and Public
Works, submitted a favorable report on:

H. 3632 -- Reps. Erickson, Spann-Wilder and Bauer: A BILL TO
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
AMENDING SECTION 59-149-15, RELATING TO
REQUIREMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL LIFE SCHOLARSHIP
STIPENDS, AND SECTION 59-104-25, RELATING TO
REQUIREMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL PALMETTO FELLOWS
SCHOLARSHIP STIPENDS, BOTH SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT
CERTAIN COURSEWORK IN ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS
STATISTICS MUST COUNT TOWARDS CERTAIN REQUIRED
FRESHMAN YEAR COURSEWORK IN MATHEMATICS AND
SCIENCE, AND TO CLARIFY THESE PROVISIONS APPLY
BEGINNING WITH ACCOUNTING MAJORS WHO COMPLETED
SUCH COURSEWORK AS FRESHMEN IN THE 2024-2025
SCHOOL YEAR.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.
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Rep. ERICKSON, from the Committee on Education and Public
Works, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 78 -- Senators Hembree, Young, Zell and Devine: A BILL TO
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING
SECTION 59-25-60 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT AN INDIVIDUAL'S
PRIOR WORK EXPERIENCE MAY BE AWARDED ON AN
INITIAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE IF THE PRIOR EXPERIENCE
IS IN OR RELATED TO THE CONTENT FIELD OF THE
CERTIFICATE, AND TO PROVIDE THAT EXISTING
CERTIFICATE HOLDERS MAY RECEIVE CREDIT FOR PRIOR
WORK EXPERIENCE.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4403 -- Rep. G.M. Smith: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO
EXTEND THE USE OF THE CHAMBER OF THE SOUTH
CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY CONFERENCE, AT A DATE AND TIME TO BE
DETERMINED BY THE SPEAKER.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the use of the chamber of the South Carolina House of
Representatives be extended to the Religious Liberty Conference, at a
date and time to be determined by the Speaker.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4404 -- Reps. Cobb-Hunter, Forrest, Alexander, Anderson,
Atkinson, Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach,
Bernstein, Bowers, Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon,
Caskey, Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Collins, B. J. Cox, B. L. Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Frank,
Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath, Govan,
Grant, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett,
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Hartz, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon,
Holman, Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, Jones,
Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe,
Luck, Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel,
McGinnis, Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss,
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope,
Rankin, Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR JENNIFER
ROBINSON HATHCOCK, DIRECTOR OF MANUFACTURING
OPERATIONS FOR HITACHI RAIL IN BATESBURG, FOR HER
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS AND TO WISH HER MUCH
CONTINUED SUCCESS IN THE DAYS AHEAD.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4405 -- Reps. Gilliam, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers,
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J.Cox, B.L.Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest,
Frank, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliard, Gilreath, Govan, Grant,
Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hartz,
Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, Holman,
Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, Jones, Jordan,
Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Luck,
Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGinnis,
Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss, Murphy,
Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope, Rankin,
Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO DECLARE APRIL 30, 2025, AS "2ND
BATTALION 151ST AVIATION REGIMENT DAY" IN HONOR
AND APPRECIATION OF THE PROFESSIONAL AND
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STEADFAST EFFORTS OF ITS SOLDIERS TO ENSURE THE
PRESERVATION OF LIFE AND PROPERTY FOR ALL SOUTH
CAROLINIANS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4406 -- Reps. Jordan, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers,
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J.Cox, B.L. Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest,
Frank, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath,
Govan, Grant, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart,
Hartnett, Hartz, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott,
Hixon, Holman, Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson,
Jones, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe,
Luck, Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel,
McGinnis, Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss,
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope,
Rankin, Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR ABIGAIL MINIHAN
AS SHE LEAVES HER SERVICE AS A LAW CLERK IN THE
SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE, TO
CONGRATULATE HER ON HER UPCOMING GRADUATION
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA JOSEPH F. RICE
SCHOOL OF LAW, AND TO WISH HER THE BEST IN THE DAYS
AHEAD.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4407 -- Reps. Jordan, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers,
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Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J.Cox, B.L.Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest,
Frank, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath,
Govan, Grant, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart,
Hartnett, Hartz, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott,
Hixon, Holman, Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson,
Jones, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe,
Luck, Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel,
McGinnis, Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss,
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope,
Rankin, Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR STEPHEN CRAIG
BEHR SR., HEAD GOLF PROFESSIONAL AT FLORENCE
COUNTRY CLUB SINCE 1996, UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT AFTER YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE,
AND TO WISH HIM CONTINUED SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS IN
ALL HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4408 -- Reps. Wooten, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers,
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J.Cox, B.L. Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest,
Frank, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath,
Govan, Grant, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart,
Hartnett, Hartz, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott,
Hixon, Holman, Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson,
Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long,
Lowe, Luck, Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel,
McGinnis, Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss,
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope,
Rankin, Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
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Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE MARY ELLE MARCHANT,
MISS SOUTH CAROLINA'S TEEN 2024, AND TO COMMEND THE
EXCEPTIONAL DISCIPLINE, ASPIRATIONS, AND TALENT
THAT HAVE ENABLED HER TO REPRESENT THE PALMETTO
STATE WITH DIGNITY AND POISE.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4409 -- Reps. Wooten, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers,
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J.Cox, B.L.Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest,
Frank, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath,
Govan, Grant, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart,
Hartnett, Hartz, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott,
Hixon, Holman, Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson,
Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long,
Lowe, Luck, Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel,
McGinnis, Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss,
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope,
Rankin, Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE DAVIS WASH, MISS
SOUTH CAROLINA 2024, AND TO COMMEND THE
EXCEPTIONAL DISCIPLINE, ASPIRATIONS, AND TALENT
THAT HAVE ENABLED HER TO REPRESENT THE PALMETTO
STATE WITH DIGNITY AND POISE.

The Resolution was adopted.
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HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4410 -- Reps. Rivers, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers,
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J. Cox, B.L.Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest,
Frank, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath,
Govan, Grant, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart,
Hartnett, Hartz, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott,
Hixon, Holman, Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson,
Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long,
Lowe, Luck, Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel,
McGinnis, Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss,
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope,
Rankin, Reese, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE
SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE
PASSING OF THE HONORABLE KENNETH F. HODGES OF
BEAUFORT COUNTY, TO CELEBRATE HIS LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY
TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives
were deeply saddened by the passing of the Honorable Kenneth F.
Hodges, former member of the South Carolina House, on April 22, 2025,
at the venerable age of seventy-three; and

Whereas, born February 11, 1952, in the Sea Island community of
Bennetts Point, he was the son of Benjamin F. Hodges and Lydia Whaley
Hodges. The young Kenneth finished his early education at Walterboro
High School and next entered Clark College in Atlanta, Georgia, where
he received a Bachelor of Arts, followed by a Master of Divinity from
Morehouse School of Religion of Interdenominational Theological
Center in Atlanta; and

Whereas, in 1982, Kenneth Hodges married his beloved Patricia, God
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blessing the couple with three children, Kendrea, Kenyatta, and
Kenithea; and

Whereas, this man of faith returned to his native state in 1986 to become
pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church in Bennettsville. On August 6, 1995, he
accepted a call to the pastorate of Tabernacle Baptist Church in
downtown Beaufort. For thirty years, he used his spiritual gifts to
advance the Kingdom of God both there and abroad by serving as
moderator of the Old Ashley Association, as a faculty member of the
South Carolina Baptist Congress of Christian Education, and as an
instructor for the Morris College Extension Program. Moreover, he was
a member of three ministerial delegations to London and Africa, where
he taught and preached; and

Whereas, Kenneth Hodges served in the South Carolina House of
Representatives from 2005 to 2016 for House District 121 (Beaufort and
Colleton counties). As a state lawmaker, he supported small businesses
in rural areas because he believed self-employment was a way out of
poverty. As a community-minded man, he further served on numerous
boards, commissions, and advisory councils over the years and was a
Bennettsville City councilman; and

Whereas, while Kenneth Hodges was best known for his duties as a
pastor and state lawmaker, he was also a businessman and talented
photographer. He owned LyBensons Gallery and Studio in downtown
Beaufort, which featured some of his own photography, including
photos he took of famous figures such as jazz trumpet player Dizzy
Gillespie, entertainer Sammy Davis Jr., poet Maya Angelou, and civil
rights icon Rosa Parks; and

Whereas, he leaves behind a legacy of community activism and
preserving the history of the church and historic figures with ties to it
including Harriet Tubman and Robert Smalls. One of his crown jewels
was the monument to Tubman which he promoted for years leading
fundraising efforts that finally culminated in a sculpture depicting
Tubman leading a faction during the Combahee River Raid in 1863. The
statue captures the moments when Tubman joined Col. James
Montgomery on an armed steamer sailing from Beaufort on a raid at the
Combahee Ferry. Tubman, who had extensive local knowledge of the
waters of the Lowcountry, freed 750 formerly enslaved people; and
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Whereas, Kenneth Hodges leaves to cherish his memory his loving wife,
Patricia; his dear daughters, Kendrea, Kenyatta, and Kenithea; and a host
of other family members, friends, and admirers. He will be remembered
as a humble public servant and beloved South Carolina leader, one who
will be greatly missed. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by
this resolution, express their profound sorrow upon the passing of the
Honorable Kenneth F. Hodges of Beaufort County, celebrate his life and
achievements, and extend the deepest sympathy to his family and many
friends.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the
family.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4411 -- Reps. Ballentine, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers, Bradley, Brewer,
Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn,
Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B. J. Cox, B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis,
Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest, Frank, Gagnon, Garvin,
Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath, Govan, Grant, Guest, Guffey,
Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hartz, Hayes,
Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, Holman, Hosey,
Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin,
King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Luck, Magnuson,
Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGinnis, Mitchell,
Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss, Murphy, Neese,
B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope, Rankin, Reese,
Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler, Sessions,
G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Teeple,
Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White, Whitmire,
Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR SHELLY KELLY,
GENERAL COUNSEL AND DEPUTY TREASURER FOR THE
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SOUTH CAROLINA OFFICE OF THE STATE TREASURER, UPON
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT AFTER THIRTY-FOUR
YEARS OF EXEMPLARY SERVICE TO THE STATE, AND TO
WISH HER CONTINUED SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS IN ALL HER
FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4412 -- Reps. Garvin, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers,
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J.Cox, B.L.Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest,
Frank, Gagnon, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath, Govan,
Grant, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett,
Hartz, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon,
Holman, Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, Jones,
Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe,
Luck, Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel,
McGinnis, Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss,
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope,
Rankin, Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE GREATER CAROLINA
BAPTIST CHURCH OF COLUMBIA AT THE CELEBRATION OF
THE RIBBON-CUTTING AT ITS NEW LOCATION ON
SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2025, AND TO COMMEND THE CHURCH
FOR FORTY-THREE YEARS OF SERVICE TO GOD AND THE
COMMUNITY.

The Resolution was adopted.
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HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4413 -- Reps. Erickson, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers,
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J. Cox, B.L.Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Forrest, Frank,
Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath, Govan,
Grant, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett,
Hartz, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon,
Holman, Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, Jones,
Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe,
Luck, Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel,
McGinnis, Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss,
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope,
Rankin, Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE
RESOLUTION TO CELEBRATE THE SIXTY-NINTH BEAUFORT
WATER FESTIVAL TO BEHELD ON JULY 11 THROUGH 20, 2025,
TO THANK TODD STOWE FOR SERVING AS COMMODORE FOR
THIS YEAR'S FESTIVAL, AND TO HONOR THOSE WHO
ORGANIZE, SPONSOR, VOLUNTEER FOR, AND PARTICIPATE
IN THE FESTIVAL.

The Resolution was adopted.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4414 -- Rep. Ligon: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
AUTHORIZE PALMETTO BOYS STATE TO USE THE
CHAMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE AND HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES ON FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 2025, PROVIDED
THE SENATE OR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS NOT IN
SESSION, AND THE CHAMBERS MAY NOT BE USED IF THE
SENATE OR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS IN SESSION OR
THE CHAMBERS ARE OTHERWISE UNAVAILABLE.
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Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly, by this
resolution, authorize Palmetto Boys State to use the Chambers of the
South Carolina Senate and House of Representatives and any available
committee hearing rooms in the Blatt and Gressette Buildings for its
annual State House meeting on Friday, June 13, 2025. The chambers,
however, may not be used if the Senate or House is in session or if the
chambers are otherwise unavailable.

Be it further resolved that the use of the chambers and the available
committee hearing rooms by Palmetto Boys State must be in strict
accordance with policies and the Rules of the Senate and House of
Representatives.

Be it further resolved that the Office of the Sergeant at Arms of the
Senate and House shall provide assistance and access as necessary for
this meeting in accordance with applicable procedures of the Rules of
the Senate and House of Representatives.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the
Executive Operations Director of Palmetto Boys State and to Senate
Sergeant at Arms Chuck Williams and House of Representatives
Sergeant at Arms Mitchell G. Dorman.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the
Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4415 -- Reps. Gilliam, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey,
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers,
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J.Cox, B.L.Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest,
Frank, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliard, Gilreath, Govan, Grant,
Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hartz,
Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, Holman,
Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, Jones, Jordan,
Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Luck,
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Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGinnis,
Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss, Murphy,
Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope, Rankin,
Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler,
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis,
Taylor, Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White,
Whitmire, Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO DECLARE SATURDAY, JUNE
14,2025, AS UNITED STATES ARMY DAY IN SOUTH CAROLINA
AND TO ENCOURAGE ALL CITIZENS OF THIS GREAT STATE
TO REFLECT UPON THE PROFOUND SENSE OF DUTY AND
PATRIOTISM EXHIBITED BY THE SOLDIERS OF THE UNITED
STATES ARMY.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the
Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 4416 -- Reps. Mitchell and Yow: A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF OLD
STAGECOACH ROAD IN THE TOWN OF BETHUNE IN
KERSHAW COUNTY FROM MCLAUGHLIN ROAD TO
STEPHENS LANE "CHARLIE AND PAT STEPHENS
INTERSECTION" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS OR
MARKERS CONTAINING THESE WORDS.

The Concurrent Resolution was ordered referred to the Committee on
Invitations and Memorial Resolutions.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

S. 534 -- Senators Grooms and Goldfinch: A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION REGARDING THE REMOVAL OF AN EXECUTIVE
OFFICER ON THE ADDRESS OF TWO- THIRDS OF EACH HOUSE
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XV,
SECTION 3 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSTITUTION.

The Concurrent Resolution was ordered referred to Ways and Means
Committee.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILL
The following Joint Resolution was introduced, read the first time, and
referred to the appropriate committee:

H. 4402 -- Rep. Herbkersman: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO
SUSPEND THE PROVISION IN SECTION 58-3-20(C) THAT
PROHIBITS THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM HOLDING AN
ELECTION UNTIL A FINAL DETERMINATION IS MADE BY THE
COURTS REGARDING ITS REVIEW OF CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICTS FOR CALENDAR YEARS 2025 AND 2026; AND TO
SUSPEND SECTION 2-20-15 FOR ELECTIONS BY THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION DURING CALENDAR YEARS 2025 AND 2026.

On motion of Rep. HERBKERSMAN, with unanimous consent, the
Joint Resolution was ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.

ROLL CALL
The roll call of the House of Representatives was taken resulting as
follows:

Alexander Anderson Atkinson
Bailey Ballentine Bannister
Bauer Beach Bernstein
Bowers Bradley Brewer
Burns Bustos Calhoon
Caskey Chapman Clyburn
Collins B. L. Cox Crawford
Cromer Davis Dillard
Duncan Edgerton Erickson
Forrest Frank Gagnon
Garvin Gatch Gibson
Gilliam Gilliard Gilreath
Govan Grant Guest
Guffey Haddon Hager
Hardee Harris Hart
Hartnett Hartz Hayes
Henderson-Myers Herbkersman Hewitt
Hiott Hixon Hosey
Howard Huff J. L. Johnson
Jones Kilmartin King
Kirby Landing Lawson
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Ligon Long Lowe
Luck Magnuson Martin
May McCabe McCravy
McDaniel McGinnis Mitchell
Montgomery T. Moore Morgan
Moss Neese B. Newton
W. Newton Oremus Pace
Pedalino Pope Reese
Rivers Robbins Rose
Rutherford Sanders Schuessler
Sessions G. M. Smith M. M. Smith
Spann-Wilder Stavrinakis Taylor
Terribile Vaughan Waters
Weeks Wetmore White
Whitmire Wickensimer Williams
Willis Wooten Yow

Total Present--111

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. J. E. JOHNSON a leave of absence for
the day due to a family commitment.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. TEEPLE a leave of absence for the day
due to a prior commitment with St. Jude Children's Hospital.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. COBB-HUNTER a leave of absence for
the day.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. CHUMLEY a leave of absence for the
day due to medical reasons.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. MURPHY a leave of absence for the
day.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. RANKIN a leave of absence for the day.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. BAMBERG a leave of absence for the
day.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. WILLIS a temporary leave of absence.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Rep. ERICKSON presented to the House the 2025 Teachers of the
Year.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Rep. FRANK presented to the House the Velos Storm High School
Archery Team, the 2025 National Arhery in the Schools Program State
Champions in Bullseye.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Rep. LONG presented to the House the Boiling Springs High School
"Bulldogs" 5-A Strength and Conditioning State Champions.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Rep. LIGON presented to the House the Rock Hill High School
"Bearcats" Girls Wrestling State Champions.

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
In accordance with House Rule 5.2 below:

5.2 Every bill before presentation shall have its title endorsed; every
report, its title at length; every petition, memorial, or other paper, its
prayer or substance; and, in every instance, the name of the member
presenting any paper shall be endorsed and the papers shall be presented
by the member to the Speaker at the desk. A member may add his name
to a bill or resolution or a co-sponsor of a bill or resolution may remove
his name at any time prior to the bill or resolution receiving passage on
second reading. The member or co-sponsor shall notify the Clerk of the
House in writing of his desire to have his name added or removed from
the bill or resolution. The Clerk of the House shall print the member's or
co-sponsor's written notification in the House Journal. The removal or
addition of a name does not apply to a bill or resolution sponsored by a
committee.”
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CO-SPONSOR(S) ADDED
Bill Number: H. 3457
Date: ADD:
04/24/25 GIBSON

CO-SPONSOR(S) ADDED
Bill Number: H. 3655
Date: ADD:
04/24/25 DILLARD

CO-SPONSOR(S) ADDED
Bill Number: H. 4303
Date: ADD:
04/24/25 YOW

H. 3877--ORDERED TO THIRD READING
The following Bill was taken up:

H. 3877 -- Reps. Gilliam, Rankin and Willis: A BILL TO AMEND
ACT 779 OF 1988, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO LAURENS
COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 56, SO AS TO REAPPORTION THE
SEVEN SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS FROM WHICH MEMBERS
OF THE LAURENS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 56 BOARD OF
TRUSTEES MUST BE ELECTED, TO REDESIGNATE THE MAP
NUMBER ON WHICH THESE SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS ARE
DELINEATED, AND TO PROVIDE DEMOGRAPHIC
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE REAPPORTIONED
ELECTION DISTRICTS.

The yeas and nays were taken resulting as follows:
Yeas 96; Nays 0

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Alexander Bailey Ballentine
Bannister Bauer Beach
Bernstein Bowers Bradley
Brewer Burns Bustos
Calhoon Caskey Chapman
Clyburn Collins B. L. Cox
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Crawford
Duncan
Forrest
Garvin
Gilreath
Guffey
Hardee
Hartz
Hewitt
Hosey
Kilmartin
Landing
Long
Magnuson
McCravy
Mitchell
Morgan

B. Newton
Pace
Reese
Sanders
G. M. Smith
Terribile
Weeks
Whitmire
Willis
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Cromer
Edgerton
Frank
Gibson
Grant
Haddon
Harris

Hayes

Hiott

Huff

King
Lawson
Lowe

Martin
McDaniel
Montgomery
Moss

W. Newton
Pedalino
Rivers
Schuessler
Spann-Wilder
Vaughan
Wetmore
Wickensimer
Wooten

Total--96

Those who voted in the negative are:

Total--0

Davis
Erickson
Gagnon
Gilliard
Guest
Hager
Hartnett
Herbkersman
Hixon

J. L. Johnson
Kirby
Ligon
Luck

May
McGinnis
T. Moore
Neese
Oremus
Pope
Robbins
Sessions
Stavrinakis
Waters
White
Williams
Yow

So, the Bill was read the second time and ordered to third reading.

H. 3878--ORDERED TO THIRD READING
The following Bill was taken up:

H. 3878 -- Reps. Gilliam, Rankin and Willis: A BILL TO AMEND
ACT 779 OF 1988, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO LAURENS
COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 55, SO AS TO REAPPORTION THE
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SEVEN SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS FROM WHICH MEMBERS
OF THE LAURENS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 55 BOARD OF
TRUSTEES MUST BE ELECTED, TO REDESIGNATE THE MAP
NUMBER ON WHICH THESE SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS ARE
DELINEATED, AND TO  PROVIDE DEMOGRAPHIC
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE REAPPORTIONED
ELECTION DISTRICTS.

The yeas and nays were taken resulting as follows:
Yeas 95; Nays 0

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Bailey Ballentine Bannister
Bauer Beach Bernstein
Bowers Bradley Brewer
Burns Bustos Calhoon
Caskey Chapman Clyburn
Collins B. L. Cox Crawford
Cromer Davis Dillard
Duncan Edgerton Erickson
Forrest Frank Gagnon
Garvin Gibson Gilliard
Gilreath Guest Guffey
Haddon Hager Hardee
Hartnett Hartz Hayes
Herbkersman Hewitt Hiott
Hixon Hosey Huff
J. L. Johnson Jones Kilmartin
King Kirby Landing
Lawson Ligon Long
Luck Magnuson Martin
May McCravy McDaniel
McGinnis Mitchell Montgomery
T. Moore Morgan Moss
Neese W. Newton Oremus
Pace Pedalino Pope
Reese Rivers Robbins
Rutherford Sanders Schuessler
Sessions G. M. Smith Spann-Wilder
Stavrinakis Taylor Terribile
Vaughan Waters Weeks
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Wetmore White Whitmire
Wickensimer Williams Willis
Wooten Yow

Total--95

Those who voted in the negative are:
Total--0
So, the Bill was read the second time and ordered to third reading.

S. 213--ORDERED TO THIRD READING
The following Bill was taken up:

S. 213 -- Senator Turner: A BILL TO AMEND ACT 919 OF 1928,
AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF
THE GREENVILLE AIRPORT COMMISSION, SO AS TO
INCREASE THE AUTHORIZED TOTAL INDEBTEDNESS TO
TWENTY MILLION DOLLARS.

The yeas and nays were taken resulting as follows:
Yeas 91; Nays 0

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Atkinson Bailey Ballentine
Bannister Bauer Bernstein
Bowers Bradley Brewer
Burns Bustos Calhoon
Caskey Chapman Clyburn
Collins B. L. Cox Crawford
Duncan Edgerton Erickson
Forrest Frank Gagnon
Gibson Gilliam Gilliard
Govan Grant Guest
Guffey Haddon Hager
Hardee Harris Hartnett
Hartz Hayes Henderson-Myers
Herbkersman Hewitt Hiott
Hixon Hosey Howard
Huff J. L. Johnson Jones
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Kilmartin
Landing
Long
Martin
McGinnis
T. Moore
Neese
Oremus
Reese
Sanders
G. M. Smith
Vaughan
Wetmore
Williams
Yow
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King
Lawson
Luck
McCravy
Mitchell
Morgan

B. Newton
Pedalino
Robbins
Schuessler
Stavrinakis
Waters
Whitmire
Willis

Total--91

Those who voted in the negative are:

So, the Bill was read the second time and ordered to third reading.

the Bill.

Rep. Davis

Bill.

Rep. Beach

S. 213--ORDERED TO BE READ THIRD TIME TOMORROW
On motion of Rep. B. NEWTON, with unanimous consent, it was

Total--0

Kirby

Ligon
Magnuson
McDaniel
Montgomery
Moss

W. Newton
Pope
Rutherford
Sessions
Taylor
Weeks
Wickensimer
Wooten

STATEMENT FOR JOURNAL
I was temporarily out of the Chamber on constituent business during
the vote on S. 213. If I had been present, I would have voted in favor of

STATEMENT FOR JOURNAL
I was temporarily out of the Chamber on constituent business during
the vote on S. 213. If I had been present, | would have voted against the

ordered that S. 213 be read the third time tomorrow.
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SENT TO THE SENATE
The following Bills were taken up, read the third time, and ordered
sent to the Senate:

H. 3800 -- Reps. W.Newton, Bannister, Herbkersman, White,
Kilmartin and Frank: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA
CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 12-36-2120,
RELATING TO THE SALES TAX EXEMPTION ON DURABLE
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT, SO AS TO DELETE AN ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENT THAT THE SELLER HAVE A PRINCIPAL PLACE
OF BUSINESS IN THIS STATE.

H. 3931 -- Reps. Bailey, Sessions, Brewer, Robbins, M. M. Smith,
Burns, Haddon, Lowe, Rutherford, Schuessler and Guffey: A BILL TO
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
AMENDING SECTION 48-39-150, RELATING TO APPROVAL OR
DENIAL OF PERMITS, SO AS TO ESTABLISH TIMELINES FOR
THE DEPARTMENT TO TAKE ACTION ON A PERMIT
APPLICATION.

H. 3996 -- Reps. Sessions and Chapman: A BILL TO AMEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION
40-47-1250, RELATING TO SUPERVISION OF
ANESTHESIOLOGIST'S ASSISTANTS, SO AS TO INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF ANESTHESIOLOGIST'S ASSISTANTS THAT AN
ANESTHESIOLOGIST MAY SUPERVISE; AND BY AMENDING
SECTION  40-47-1240, RELATING TO LICENSURE OF
ANESTHESIOLOGIST'S ASSISTANTS, SO AS TO REMOVE THE
REQUIREMENT THAT LICENSURE APPLICANTS MUST
APPEAR BEFORE A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF MEDICAL
EXAMINERS AND PRESENT EVIDENCE OF CERTAIN
RELEVANT ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS AND KNOWLEDGE.

H. 4350 -- Reps. Herbkersman, W. Newton, Hager, Rivers, Erickson
and Bradley: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE
OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 7-7-110, RELATING TO
DESIGNATION OF VOTING PRECINCTS IN BEAUFORT
COUNTY, SO AS TO SPLIT CERTAIN PRECINCTS AND TO
REDESIGNATE THE MAP NUMBER ON WHICH THESE
PRECINCTS ARE DELINEATED.
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SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE IN CHAIR

S.276--ORDERED TO THIRD READING
The following Bill was taken up:

S. 276 -- Senator Young: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 63-11-
400, RELATING TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA CHILDREN'S
ADVOCACY MEDICAL RESPONSE SYSTEM ACT, SO AS TO
RENAME THE ACT THE SOUTH CAROLINA CHILD ABUSE AND
NEGLECT NETWORK; BY AMENDING SECTION 63-11-410,
RELATING TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA CHILDREN'S
ADVOCACY MEDICAL RESPONSE SYSTEM, SO AS TO MAKE
CONFORMING CHANGES; BY AMENDING SECTION 63-11-420,
RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING
CHANGES.

Rep. ERICKSON explained the Bill.

The yeas and nays were taken resulting as follows:
Yeas 98; Nays 0

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Atkinson Bailey Ballentine
Bannister Bauer Beach
Bernstein Bowers Bradley
Brewer Burns Bustos
Calhoon Caskey Chapman
Collins B. L. Cox Crawford
Cromer Davis Dillard
Duncan Edgerton Erickson
Forrest Frank Gagnon
Garvin Gibson Gilliam
Gilliard Gilreath Govan
Grant Guest Guftey
Haddon Hager Hardee
Harris Hartnett Hartz
Hayes Henderson-Myers Herbkersman
Hewitt Hiott Hixon
Hosey Huff Jones
Kilmartin King Landing
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Lawson Ligon Long
Lowe Luck Magnuson
Martin May McCabe
McCravy McDaniel McGinnis
Mitchell Montgomery T. Moore
Morgan Moss Neese
B. Newton W. Newton Oremus
Pace Pedalino Pope
Reese Rivers Sanders
Schuessler G. M. Smith Spann-Wilder
Stavrinakis Taylor Terribile
Vaughan Waters Weeks
Wetmore White Whitmire
Wickensimer Williams Willis
Wooten Yow

Total--98

Those who voted in the negative are:
Total--0
So, the Bill was read the second time and ordered to third reading.

S. 276--ORDERED TO BE READ THIRD TIME TOMORROW
On motion of Rep. ERICKSON, with unanimous consent, it was
ordered that S. 276 be read the third time tomorrow.

H. 4267--RECALLED FROM COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
AND PUBLIC WORKS
On motion of Rep. LANDING, with unanimous consent, the
following Bill was ordered recalled from the Committee on Education
and Public Works:

H. 4267 -- Reps. Landing, Hager, Teeple, Hartnett, Vaughan,
Wickensimer and Bustos: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 53-3-320 SO
AS TO DESIGNATE THE TWENTY-FIRST DAY OF NOVEMBER
AS "MAYFLOWER COMPACT DAY."
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H. 3430--DEBATE ADJOURNED
The Senate Amendments to the following Bill were taken up for
consideration:

H. 3430 -- Reps. B. Newton, Murphy, Caskey, Mitchell, Pope,
W. Newton, Bannister, Sessions, Jordan, Robbins, Collins, Martin,
Lawson, Wickensimer, Landing, Long, Hiott, Forrest, Sanders, Teeple,
Oremus, Hartz, Guest, Pedalino, M. M. Smith, Schuessler, Chapman,
Gatch, McGinnis, Neese, Hardee, Ligon, Taylor, Willis, Vaughan,
Brittain, Erickson, Bradley, Rankin, Hager, Whitmire, Gilliam,
Crawford, Hewitt, Yow, Hixon, Ballentine, Gagnon and Brewer: A
BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
ADDING SECTION 11-7-70 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE
GOVERNOR SHALL APPOINT THE STATE AUDITOR WITH THE
ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE; BY AMENDING
SECTION 1-3-240, RELATING TO REMOVAL OF OFFICERS BY
THE GOVERNOR, SO AS TO ADD THE STATE AUDITOR; AND
BY REPEALING SECTION 11-7-10  RELATING TO THE
SELECTION OF THE STATE AUDITOR.

Rep. B.NEWTON moved to adjourn debate on the Senate
Amendments, which was agreed to.

H. 3309--DEBATE ADJOURNED
The Senate Amendments to the following Bill were taken up for
consideration:

H. 3309 -- Reps. G. M. Smith, Gatch, Herbkersman, Pope, B. Newton,
Wooten, Robbins, Mitchell, Chapman, W. Newton, Taylor, Forrest,
Hewitt, Kirby, Schuessler, Yow, Long, M.M. Smith, Hardee,
Montgomery, Atkinson, Hixon, Ligon, Anderson, Weeks, Willis, Govan
and Williams: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE
OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE "SOUTH CAROLINA ENERGY
SECURITY ACT" BY AMENDING SECTION 58-3-20, RELATING
TO THE MEMBERSHIP, ELECTION, AND QUALIFICATIONS OF
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION, SO AS TO CHANGE THE
NUMBER OF COMMISSIONERS FROM SEVEN TO THREE TO BE
ELECTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM THE STATE AT
LARGE; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-3-140, RELATING TO THE
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION'S POWERS TO REGULATE
PUBLIC UTILITIES, SO AS TO ESTABLISH CONSIDERATIONS
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AND STATE POLICY FOR THE COMMISSION'S DECISION-
MAKING PROCESS, TO ESTABLISH A SCHEDULE FOR
CERTAIN TESTIMONY AND DISCOVERY IN CONTESTED
PROCEEDINGS, TO PERMIT ELECTRICAL  UTILITY
CUSTOMERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION AS PUBLIC
WITNESSES, AND TO ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS FOR AN
INDEPENDENT THIRD-PARTY CONSULTANT HIRED BY THE
COMMISSION; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-3-250, RELATING
TO SERVICE OF ORDERS AND DECISIONS ON PARTIES, SO AS
TO MAKE A TECHNICAL CHANGE; BY AMENDING SECTION
58-4-10, RELATING TO THE OFFICE OF REGULATORY STAFF
AND ITS REPRESENTATION OF PUBLIC INTEREST BEFORE
THE COMMISSION, SO AS TO ESTABLISH ITS
CONSIDERATIONS FOR PUBLIC INTEREST; BY ADDING
SECTION 58-4-150 SO AS TO REQUIRE THE OFFICE OF
REGULATORY STAFF TO PREPARE A COMPREHENSIVE
STATE ENERGY ASSESSMENT AND ACTION PLAN AND TO
ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS PLAN; BY ADDING
CHAPTER 38 TO TITLE 58 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH
CAROLINA ENERGY POLICY RESEARCH AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE; BY ADDING SECTION 58-33-195
SO AS TO ENCOURAGE DOMINION ENERGY, THE PUBLIC
SERVICE AUTHORITY, DUKE ENERGY CAROLINAS, AND
DUKE ENERGY PROGRESS TO EVALUATE CERTAIN
ELECTRICAL GENERATION FACILITIES AND PROVIDE FOR
CONSIDERATIONS RELATED TO THESE FACILITIES; BY
ADDING SECTION 58-31-205 SO AS TO PERMIT THE PUBLIC
SERVICE AUTHORITY TO JOINTLY OWN ELECTRICAL
GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION FACILITIES WITH
INVESTOR-OWNED ELECTRIC UTILITIES, AND TO PROVIDE
REQUIREMENTS FOR JOINT OWNERSHIP; BY AMENDING
ARTICLE 9 OF CHAPTER 7, TITLE 13, RELATING TO THE
GOVERNOR'S NUCLEAR ADVISORY COUNCIL, SO AS TO
ESTABLISH THE COUNCIL IN THE OFFICE OF REGULATORY
STAFF, TO PROVIDE FOR ITS DUTIES AND MEMBERSHIP, AND
TO PROVIDE FOR THE COUNCIL'S DIRECTOR; BY AMENDING
SECTION  37-6-604, RELATING TO THE CONSUMER
ADVOCATE'S INTERVENTION ON MATTERS FILED AT THE
COMMISSION, SO AS TO TRANSFER THESE DUTIES TO THE
OFFICE OF REGULATORY STAFF; BY ADDING SECTION 58-33-
196 SO AS TO ENCOURAGE CONSIDERATION OF
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DEPLOYMENT OF NUCLEAR FACILITIES AND TO PROVIDE
RELATED REQUIREMENTS; BY ADDING SECTION 58-37-70 SO
AS TO PERMIT A SMALL MODULAR NUCLEAR PILOT
PROGRAM AND TO ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS; BY ADDING
ARTICLE 3 TO CHAPTER 37, TITLE 58 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR
STATE AGENCY REVIEW OF ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECT APPLICATIONS AND TO PROVIDE A SUNSET, AND
BY ADDING ARTICLE 1 TO CHAPTER 37 TO INCLUDE ALL
OTHER SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 37; BY AMENDING SECTION
58-40-10, RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF "CUSTOMER-
GENERATOR," SO AS TO ESTABLISH CHARACTERISTICS FOR
A "CUSTOMER-GENERATOR"; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-41-
30, RELATING TO VOLUNTARY RENEWABLE ENERGY
PROGRAMS, SO AS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL
REQUIREMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS FOR THESE
PROGRAMS; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-41-10, RELATING TO
DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO ADD THE DEFINITION OF "ENERGY
STORAGE FACILITIES"; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-41-20,
RELATING TO PROCEEDINGS FOR ELECTRICAL UTILITIES'
AVOIDED COST METHODOLOGIES AND RELATED
PROCESSES, SO AS TO AUTHORIZE COMPETITIVE
PROCUREMENT PROGRAMS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY,
CAPACITY, AND STORAGE, TO PERMIT COMPETITIVE
PROCUREMENT OF NEW RENEWABLE ENERGY CAPACITY
AND ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-COMPETITIVE
PROCUREMENT PROGRAMS, AND TO DELETE LANGUAGE
REGARDING THE COMMISSION HIRING THIRD-PARTY
EXPERTS FOR THESE PROCEEDINGS; BY ADDING SECTION
58-41-25 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR A PROCESS FOR
COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT OF RENEWABLE ENERGY
FACILITIES; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-33-20, RELATING TO
DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO ADD THE DEFINITION "LIKE
FACILITY" AND AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF "MAJOR
UTILITY FACILITY"; BY AMENDING ARTICLE 3 OF CHAPTER
33, TITLE 58, RELATING TO CERTIFICATION OF MAJOR
UTILITY FACILITIES, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR A LIKE
FACILITY, TO ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS AND
CONSIDERATIONS FOR PROPOSED FACILITIES, TO PROVIDE
WHAT ACTIONS MAY BE TAKEN WITHOUT PERMISSION
FROM THE COMMISSION, AND TO MAKE TECHNICAL
CHANGES; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-37-40, RELATING TO
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INTEGRATED RESOURCES PLANS, SO AS TO ADD
CONSIDERATION OF A UTILITY'S TRANSMISSION AND
DISTRIBUTION  RESOURCE  PLAN, TO  ESTABLISH
PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION BY THE
COMMISSION, AND REQUIRE PARTIES TO BEAR THEIR OWN
COSTS; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-3-260, RELATING TO
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE COMMISSION AND
PARTIES, SO AS TO MODIFY REQUIREMENTS FOR
ALLOWABLE EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS AND BRIEFINGS,
AND TO PERMIT COMMISSION TOURS OF UTILITY PLANTS OR
OTHER FACILITIES UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; BY
AMENDING SECTION 58-3-270, RELATING TO EX PARTE
COMMUNICATION COMPLAINT PROCEEDINGS AT THE
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT, SO AS TO PERMIT AN ORDER
TOLLING ANY DEADLINES ON A PROCEEDING SUBJECT TO A
COMPLAINT TO THE EXTENT THE PROCEEDING WAS
PREJUDICED SO THAT THE COMMISSION COULD NOT
CONSIDER THE MATTER IMPARTIALLY; BY ADDING
CHAPTER 43 TO TITLE 58 SO AS TO ESTABLISH ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT RATES FOR ELECTRICAL UTILITIES; BY
AMENDING SECTION 58-33-310, RELATING TO AN APPEAL
FROM A FINAL ORDER OR DECISION OF THE COMMISSION,
SO AS TO REQUIRE A FINAL ORDER ISSUED PURSUANT TO
CHAPTER 33, TITLE 58 BE IMMEDIATELY APPEALABLE TO
THE SOUTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT AND TO PROVIDE
FOR AN EXPEDITED HEARING; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-33-
320, RELATING TO JOINT HEARINGS AND JOINT
INVESTIGATIONS, SO AS TO MAKE A CONFORMING CHANGE;
BY ADDING SECTION 58-4-160 SO AS TO REQUIRE THE OFFICE
OF REGULATORY STAFF TO CONDUCT A STUDY TO
EVALUATE ESTABLISHING A THIRD-PARTY
ADMINISTRATOR FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND DEMAND-
SIDE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS; BY AMENDING SECTION
58-37-10, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO ADD A
REFERENCE TO "DEMAND-SIDE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM"
AND PROVIDE DEFINITIONS FOR "COST-EFFECTIVE" AND
"DEMAND-SIDE MANAGEMENT PILOT PROGRAM"; BY
AMENDING SECTION 58-37-20, RELATING TO COMMISSION
PROCEDURES  ENCOURAGING ENERGY  EFFICIENCY
PROGRAMS, SO AS TO EXPAND COMMISSION
CONSIDERATIONS FOR COST-EFFECTIVE, DEMAND-SIDE
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MANAGEMENT AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS, AND
REQUIRE EACH INVESTOR-OWNED ELECTRICAL UTILITY TO
SUBMIT AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMISSION
REGARDING ITS DEMAND-SIDE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS;
BY AMENDING SECTION 58-37-30, RELATING TO REPORTS ON
DEMAND-SIDE ACTIVITIES, SO AS TO MAKE A CONFORMING
CHANGE; BY ADDING SECTION 58-37-35 SO AS TO PERMIT
PROGRAMS AND CUSTOMER INCENTIVES TO ENCOURAGE
OR PROMOTE DEMAND-SIDE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS FOR
CUSTOMER-SITED DISTRIBUTION RESOURCES, AND TO
PROVIDE CONSIDERATIONS FOR THESE PROGRAMS; BY
AMENDING SECTION 58-37-50, RELATING TO AGREEMENTS
FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION MEASURES,
SO AS TO ESTABLISH CERTAIN TERMS AND RATE RECOVERY
FOR AGREEMENTS FOR FINANCING AND INSTALLING
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION MEASURES, AND
FOR APPLICATION TO A RESIDENCE OCCUPIED BEFORE THE
MEASURES ARE TAKEN; BY ADDING SECTION 58-31-215 SO
AS TO AUTHORIZE THE PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY, IN
CONSULTATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, TO
SERVE AS AN ANCHOR SUBSCRIBER OF NATURAL GAS AND
PIPELINE CAPACITY FOR THIS STATE, TO ESTABLISH THE
"ENERGY INVESTMENT AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
FUND," AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED REQUIREMENTS; BY
AMENDING SECTION 58-3-70, RELATING TO COMPENSATION
OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION MEMBERS, SO AS TO
ESTABLISH SALARIES IN AMOUNTS EQUAL TO NINETY-
SEVEN AND ONE-HALF PERCENT OF SUPREME COURT
ASSOCIATE JUSTICES; BY ADDING SECTION 58-41-50 SO AS
TO PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS AND CONSIDERATION FOR CO-
LOCATED RESOURCES BETWEEN A UTILITY AND ITS
CUSTOMER UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; BY ADDING
SECTION 58-4-15 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER ADVOCACY WITHIN THE OFFICE OF
REGULATORY STAFF AND TO TRANSFER THE DUTIES OF THE
DIVISION OF CONSUMER ADVOCACY IN THE DEPARTMENT
OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS TO THE OFFICE OF REGULATORY
STAFF; BY AMENDING SECTION 58-40-10, RELATING TO
DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF
"RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCE"; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.
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Rep. B.NEWTON moved to adjourn debate on the Senate
Amendments, which was agreed to.

RETURNED TO THE SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS
The following Bill was taken up, read the third time, and ordered
returned to the Senate with amendments:

S. 74 -- Senator Hembree: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 17-13-142 SO
AS TO AUTHORIZE A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, A
CIRCUIT SOLICITOR, OR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO
REQUIRE THE DISCLOSURE OF ELECTRONIC
COMMUNICATIONS AND OTHER RELATED RECORDS BY A
PROVIDER OF AN ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION SERVICE
OR REMOTE COMPUTING SERVICE UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES.

SENT TO THE SENATE

The following Bill was taken up, read the third time, and ordered sent
to the Senate:

H. 3752 -- Reps. Gilliam, Lawson, Pope, Mitchell, Guffey, Oremus,
Brewer, Chapman, M. M. Smith, B. L. Cox, W. Newton and Henderson-
Myers: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF
LAWS BY ENACTING THE "SOCIAL WORK INTERSTATE
COMPACT ACT" BY ADDING ARTICLE 3 TO CHAPTER 63,
TITLE 40 SO AS TO PROVIDE THE PURPOSE, FUNCTIONS,
OPERATIONS, AND DEFINITIONS CONCERNING THE
COMPACT; BY ADDING SECTION 40-63-32 SO AS TO PROVIDE
APPLICANTS FOR INITIAL LICENSURE AS A SOCIAL WORKER
SHALL UNDERGO CERTAIN CRIMINAL RECORDS CHECKS,
AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONFIDENTIALITY AND
PERMITTED USES OF THE RESULTS OF THESE CRIMINAL
RECORDS CHECKS; AND TO DESIGNATE THE EXISTING
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 63, TITLE 40 AS ARTICLE 1,
ENTITLED "GENERAL PROVISIONS."

H. 4184--ADOPTED AND SENT TO SENATE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:
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H. 4184 -- Rep. Teeple: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME
THE PORTION OF INDIGO HILL ROAD IN CHARLESTON
COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SOUTH CAROLINA
HIGHWAY 174 TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH CLARK ROAD
"GENO MIDDLETON ROAD" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE
MARKERS OR SIGNS CONTAINING THESE WORDS.

The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and sent to the Senate.

H. 4242--ADOPTED AND SENT TO SENATE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:

H. 4242 -- Rep. Chumley: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME
THE PORTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 417 IN
SPARTANBURG COUNTY FROM THE ENOREE RIVER TO
SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 101 "OLD ANTIOCH CHURCH
WAY" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS OR MARKERS AT
THIS LOCATION CONTAINING THESE WORDS.

The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and sent to the Senate.

H. 4243--ADOPTED AND SENT TO SENATE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:

H. 4243 -- Reps. Anderson and Hewitt: A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF EXODUS DRIVE
IN GEORGETOWN COUNTY (SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY #S-
264), BEGINNING WITH ITS INTERSECTION AT NORTH
FRASER STREET (UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 701), SPANNING
APPROXIMATELY 7.97 MILES, AND ENDING AT A SECOND
INTERSECTION WITH UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 701
"JOHNNY MORANT HIGHWAY" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE
MARKERS OR SIGNS ALONG THIS PORTION OF HIGHWAY
CONTAINING THESE WORDS.

The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and sent to the Senate.

H. 4231--ADOPTED AND SENT TO SENATE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:
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H. 4231 -- Rep. Mitchell: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME
KEYS LANE IN KERSHAW COUNTY FROM OLD GEORGETOWN
ROAD TO PROVIDENCE ROAD "LEONARD L. PRICE
MEMORIAL LANE" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS OR
MARKERS AT THIS LOCATION CONTAINING THESE WORDS.

The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and sent to the Senate.

H. 4322--ADOPTED AND SENT TO SENATE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:

H. 4322 -- Rep. Rose: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
REQUEST THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF THE INTERSTATE
HIGHWAY 26/UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 76 BRIDGE THAT
CROSSES INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 20 IN RICHLAND COUNTY
"SOLOMON-GIBBONS MEMORIAL BRIDGE" AND ERECT
APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS BRIDGE
CONTAINING THESE WORDS.

The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and sent to the Senate.

S. 400--ADOPTED AND RETURNED TO SENATE WITH
CONCURRENCE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:

S. 400 -- Senator Verdin: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NAME THE INTERSECTION OF US-76 AND STATE ROAD S-30-
46 (US 76) IN LAURENS COUNTY "NATHANIEL HUNTER SIPES
MEMORIAL INTERSECTION" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE
MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS LOCATION CONTAINING THE
DESIGNATION.

The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and returned to the Senate
with concurrence.

S. 502--ADOPTED AND RETURNED TO SENATE WITH

CONCURRENCE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:
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S. 502 -- Senator Graham: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NAME THE STRETCH OF KNIGHTS HILL ROAD FROM
SPRINGDALE DRIVE TO CARTER STREET IN KERSHAW
COUNTY "STEEPLECHASE THOROUGHFARE OF AMERICA"
AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS
LOCATION CONTAINING THE DESIGNATION.

The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and returned to the Senate
with concurrence.

S. 543--ADOPTED AND RETURNED TO SENATE WITH
CONCURRENCE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:

S. 543 -- Senators Kimbrell and Verdin: A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE INTERCHANGE OF
INTERSTATE 26 AND HIGHWAY 11 AT EXIT 5 IN
SPARTANBURG COUNTY "JOHN W. PARRIS INTERCHANGE"
AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS
LOCATION CONTAINING THE DESIGNATION.

The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and returned to the Senate
with concurrence.

S. 587--ADOPTED AND RETURNED TO SENATE WITH
CONCURRENCE
The following Concurrent Resolution was taken up:

S. 587 -- Senators Williams and Reichenbach: A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF JEFFORDS
STREET IN THE CITY OF FLORENCE IN FLORENCE COUNTY
FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH EAST PALMETTO STREET TO
ITS INTERSECTION WITH EAST PINE STREET THE
"HONORABLE PAT GIBSON-HYE MOORE MEMORIAL STREET"
AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS CONTAINING
THESE WORDS.
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The Concurrent Resolution was adopted and returned to the Senate
with concurrence.

Rep. HEWITT moved that the House do now adjourn, which was
agreed to.

RATIFICATION OF ACTS
Pursuant to an invitation the Honorable Speaker and House of
Representatives appeared in the Senate Chamber on April 24, 2025, at
1:30 p.m. and the following Acts and Joint Resolutions were ratified:

(R. 10, S. 2) -- Senators Peeler, Alexander, Davis, Devine, Garrett,
Turner, Jackson and Sutton: AN ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING CHAPTER 12 TO TITLE
44 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COMPRISED
OF THE OFFICE OF INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES, THE OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH, AND THE
OFFICE OF SUBSTANCE USE SERVICES, AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE DEPARTMENT’S POWERS, DUTIES, AND AUTHORITY; BY
AMENDING SECTION 1-30-10, RELATING TO DEPARTMENTS
OF STATE GOVERNMENT, SO AS TO ADD THE DEPARTMENT
OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES, AND TO REMOVE THE DEPARTMENT OF
ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG ABUSE SERVICES, THE
DEPARTMENT OF DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL NEEDS, AND
THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH; BY AMENDING
SECTION 8-17-370, RELATING TO EXEMPTIONS FROM THE
STATE EMPLOYEE GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE, SO AS TO
EXEMPT THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
AND CERTAIN OTHER DEPARTMENT STAFF FROM THE
STATE EMPLOYEE GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE; BY AMENDING
SECTIONS 44-20-30, 44-20-210, 44-20-220, 44-20-230, 44-20-240,
AND 44-20-255, ALL RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL NEEDS, SO AS TO MAKE
CONFORMING CHANGES TO [INCLUDE DEFINITION
REVISIONS, ELIMINATION OF THE DEPARTMENT’S
COMMISSION, RENAMING THE DEPARTMENT AS THE OFFICE
OF INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND
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DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, AND REASSIGNMENT OF
THE COMMISSION’S DUTIES; BY AMENDING SECTIONS
44-49-10 AND 44-49-20, BOTH RELATING TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG ABUSE
SERVICES, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES BY
RENAMING THE DEPARTMENT AS THE OFFICE OF
SUBSTANCE USE SERVICES WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES; BY AMENDING SECTIONS 44-9-10, 44-9-20, AND
44-9-30, ALL RELATING TO DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL
HEALTH, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES TO
INCLUDE RENAMING THE DEPARTMENT AS THE OFFICE OF
MENTAL HEALTH WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES, ESTABLISHING QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE
OFFICE DIRECTOR, AND ELIMINATING THE DEPARTMENT OF
MENTAL HEALTH’S COMMISSION AND REASSIGNING THE
COMMISSION’S DUTIES; BY ADDING SECTION 1-30-150 SO AS
TO REQUIRE CERTAIN STATE AGENCIES TO DEVELOP AND
EXECUTE A PLAN TO ENSURE SERVICES AND SUPPORT ARE
PROVIDED, TO THE GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE, TO
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE COMMUNITY, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW, AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE APPOINTMENT OF AN ADMINISTRATOR OF COMMUNITY
LIVING INTEGRATION AND A HEALTH PLANNING ADVISORY
COMMITTEE; BY AMENDING SECTION 44-21-80, RELATING TO
REGIONAL TERTIARY LEVEL DEVELOPMENTAL
EVALUATION CENTERS, SO AS TO REQUIRE THAT THE
CENTERS PROVIDE NEURODEVELOPMENTAL EVALUATION
AND LIMITED TREATMENT SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS UP
TO TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF AGE WHO HAVE CERTAIN
SUSPECTED OR DIAGNOSED NEURODEVELOPMENTAL
DISORDERS; BY REPEALING SECTIONS 44-9-40 AND 44-9-50
RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALH; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

(R. 11, S. 126) -- Senator Johnson: AN ACT TO AMEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION
30-2-500, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS IN THE LAW
ENFORCEMENT PERSONAL PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT, SO
AS TO REVISE THE DEFINITON OF “PERSONAL CONTACT
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INFORMATION” AND TO DEFINE “DISCLOSED RECORDS”; BY
AMENDING SECTION 30-2-510, RELATING TO THE MEANS FOR
ACTIVE AND FORMER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TO
MAKE THEIR PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION
CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT SUBJECT TO PUBLIC DISCLOSURE,
SO AS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL MEANS FOR MAKING SUCH
INFORMATION IN DISCLOSED RECORDS RESTRICTED FROM
PUBLICLY AVAILABLE INTERNET WEBSITES OF STATE AND
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS UPON REQUEST AND TO MAKE
PROVISIONS FOR HOME ADDRESSES OR TAX MAP NUMBERS
THAT CANNOT BE RESTRICTED FROM A DISCLOSED RECORD
WITHIN AN INDEX OR FROM BEING DISPLAYED ON AN
IMAGE OF AN OFFICIAL RECORD, TO PROVIDE SUCH
INFORMATION MUST REMAIN WITHIN THE OFFICIAL
RECORD HELD OR MAINTAINED BY THE STATE OR LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AGENCY, AND TO ALLOW DISCLOSURE TO
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS OR ENTITIES, AMONG OTHER
THINGS; BY ADDING SECTION 30-2-515 SO AS TO PROVIDE
ACTIVE AND FORMER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS MAY
SEEK CERTAIN JUDICIAL RELIEF FOR NONCOMPLIANCE AND
TO PREVENT LIABILITY FROM ACCRUING TO STATE OR
LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS FOR CLAIMS
OR DAMAGES THAT ARISE FROM PERSONAL CONTACT
INFORMATION ON THE PUBLIC RECORD; BY AMENDING
SECTION 30-2-700, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS IN THE
JUDICIAL PERSONAL PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT, SO AS TO
INCLUDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN THE DEFINITION OF
“PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION” AND TO DEFINE
“DISCLOSED RECORDS”; BY AMENDING SECTION 30-2-710,
RELATING TO THE MEANS FOR ACTIVE AND FORMER
JUDGES TO MAKE THEIR PERSONAL CONTACT
INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT SUBIJECT TO
PUBLIC DISCLOSURE, SO AS TO PROVIDE MEANS TO
RESTRICT SUCH INFORMATION IN DISCLOSED RECORDS
RESTRICTED FROM PUBLICLY AVAILABLE INTERNET
WEBSITES OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS UPON
REQUEST AND TO MAKE PROVISIONS FOR HOME
ADDRESSES OR TAX MAP NUMBERS THAT CANNOT BE
RESTRICTED FROM A DISCLOSED RECORD WITHIN AN INDEX
OR FROM BEING DISPLAYED ON AN IMAGE OF AN OFFICIAL
RECORD, TO PROVIDE SUCH INFORMATION MUST REMAIN
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WITHIN THE OFFICIAL RECORD HELD OR MAINTAINED BY
THE STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, AND TO
ALLOW DISCLOSURE TO CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS OR
ENTITIES, AMONG OTHER THINGS; BY ADDING SECTION
30-2-715 SO AS TO PROVIDE ACTIVE AND FORMER JUDGES
MAY SEEK CERTAIN JUDICIAL RELIEF FOR
NONCOMPLIANCE AND TO PREVENT LIABILITY FROM
ACCRUING TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
OR AGENTS FOR CLAIMS OR DAMAGES THAT ARISE FROM
PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION ON THE PUBLIC
RECORD; TO DELAY THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF ACT 56 OF 2023,
WHICH ENACTED THE “LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONAL
PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT” AND THE “JUDICIAL PERSONAL
PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT,” FROM JULY 1, 2025, UNTIL
JANUARY 1, 2026; AND TO DIRECT THE OFFICE OF COURT
ADMINISTRATION AND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CRIMINAL
JUSTICE ACADEMY TO COLLABORATE AND CREATE THE
DESIGNATED FORM FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
AND JUDGES TO USE TO REQUEST STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES REGSTRICT PUBLIC ACCESS TO
PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION IN DISCLOSED
RECORDS, TO PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CONTENTS
OF THE FORM, AND TO PROVIDE STATE OR LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES MAY PROVIDE SUPPLMENTAL
FORMS TO IDENTIFY INFORMATION NEEDED BY STATE OR
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES TO ADDRESS REQUESTS
FROM ELIGIBLE REQUESTING PARTIES.

(R. 12, S. 218) -- Senator Young: AN ACT TO AMEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION
25-11-730 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS SHALL ADOPT CRITERIA FOR
ADMISSIONS TO AND DISCHARGES FROM SOUTH CAROLINA
VETERANS’ HOMES.

(R. 13, S.291) -- Senators Peeler, Alexander, Bennett and Cromer:
A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONTINUING
AUTHORITY TO PAY THE EXPENSES OF STATE
GOVERNMENT IF THE 2025-2026 FISCAL YEAR BEGINS
WITHOUT A GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FISCAL
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YEAR 2025-2026 HAVING BEEN ENACTED, AND TO PROVIDE
EXCEPTIONS.

(R. 14, S. 384) -- Senator Corbin: AN ACT TO AMEND ACT 108
OF 2021 TO CHANGE THE BOUNDARIES OF THE BLUE RIDGE
COMMUNITY IN GREENVILLE COUNTY; AND TO PROHIBIT
THE INSTALLATION OF CLUSTER SEPTIC SYSTEMS IN THE
BLUE RIDGE COMMUNITY AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF
THIS ACT.

(R. 15, S. 388) -- Education Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION
TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE COMMISSION ON
HIGHER EDUCATION, RELATING TO PALMETTO FELLOWS
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION
DOCUMENT NUMBER 5322, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS
OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS.

(R. 16, S. 389) -- Education Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION
TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE COMMISSION ON
HIGHER EDUCATION, RELATING TO LIFE SCHOLARSHIP AND
SCHOLARSHIP ENHANCEMENT, DESIGNATED AS
REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5321, PURSUANT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS.

(R. 17, H. 3247) -- Reps. Haddon, Pope, Spann-Wilder, Garvin,
Pedalino, Chumley, Bowers, Hixon, Yow, Mitchell, Ligon, Rivers and
Govan: AN ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF
LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 59-1-462 SO AS TO EXCUSE
ABSENCES, NOT TO EXCEED TEN SCHOOL DAYS PER SCHOOL
YEAR, FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS WHEN
PARTICIPATING IN CERTAIN CAREER AND TECHNICAL
STUDENT ORGANIZATION EXPERIENCES, AND TO PROVIDE
STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS OR LEGAL GUARDIANS ARE
RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING AND COMPLETING
ASSIGNMENTS MISSED DURING SUCH EXCUSED ABSENCES.

(R. 18, H. 3529) -- Reps. W. Newton, Bannister, Caskey, Wooten,
Spann-Wilder, Calhoon, Ballentine, Robbins, Mitchell and Weeks: AN
ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
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AMENDING SECTION 63-3-40, RELATING TO FAMILY COURT
JUDGES ELECTED FROM EACH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SO AS TO
INCREASE BY ONE THE NUMBER OF FAMILY COURT JUDGES
IN THE NINTH, ELEVENTH, AND FOURTEENTH CIRCUITS.

(R. 19, H. 3654) -- Reps. Calhoon, Bernstein and Spann-Wilder:
AN ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS
BY AMENDING SECTIONS 63-7-1990 AND 63-11-550, BOTH
RELATING TO CONFIDENTIALITY OF CHILD WELFARE
RECORDS AND INFORMATION, SO AS TO AUTHORIZE
DISCLOSURE OF CASE RECORDS TO COUNTY AND STATE
GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM STAFF AND TO THE STATE
CHILD ADVOCATE; AND BY AMENDING SECTIONS 63-11-700,
63-11-1340, AND 63-11-1360, RELATING TO CERTAIN
DIVISIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S
ADVOCACY, SO AS TO UPDATE REFERENCES TO THE
DEPARTMENT AND THESE DIVISIONS.

(R. 20, H. 3814) -- Rep. Hixon: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO
PROVIDE THAT THE SURFACE WATER STUDY COMMITTEE
MAY STUDY THE CURRENT STATE OF GROUNDWATER IN
THIS STATE AND TO POSTPONE THE DUE DATE OF THE
COMMITTEE’S REPORT.

(R. 21, H. 3932) -- Rep. Pedalino: AN ACT TO AMEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION
7-7-190, RELATING TO DESIGNATION OF VOTING PRECINCTS
IN CLARENDON COUNTY, SO AS TO SPLIT AN EXISTING
PRECINCT AND REDESIGNATE THE MAP NUMBER ON WHICH
THE OFFICIAL PRECINCT MAP IS FOUND ON FILE WITH THE
REVENUE AND FISCAL AFFAIRS OFFICE.

(R. 22, H. 3933) -- Reps. Mitchell and B. Newton: AN ACT TO
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
AMENDING SECTION 33-36-1330, RELATING TO
APPOINTMENT OR ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS, SO AS TO
ESTABLISH A SEVEN-MEMBER BOARD AND TO CHANGE THE
APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE.

(R. 23, H. 4014) -- Rep. Bustos: AN ACT TO ABOLISH THE
CONSTITUENT DISTRICTS OF CHARLESTON COUNTY
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SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THEIR RESPECTIVE BOARDS OF
TRUSTEES AND TO DELEGATE THE POWERS DEVOLVED
UPON THE TRUSTEES OF THE CONSTITUENT DISTRICTS BY
ACT 340 OF 1967, AS AMENDED, TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF CHARLESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT.

(R. 24, H. 4088) -- Reps. Mitchell and Yow: AN ACT TO REPEAL
ACT 668 OF 1934, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE
DARLINGTON COUNTY FORFEITED LAND COMMISSION.

(R. 25, H. 4187) -- Reps. Caskey, Ballentine, Calhoon, Forrest,
Govan, Kilmartin, May, McCabe, Taylor, White and Wooten: AN ACT
TO EXTEND THE ONE PERCENT SALES TAX IMPOSED BY ACT
378 OF 2004, AS AMENDED, THE LEXINGTON COUNTY
SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT, FOR AN
ADDITIONAL SEVEN YEARS.

ADJOURNMENT
At 11:32 a.m. the House, in accordance with the motion of Rep.
RIVERS, adjourned in memory of former Representative Kenneth F.

Hodges, to meet at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow.
koksk
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