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The House assembled at 10:00 a.m. 
Deliberations were opened with prayer by Rev. Jeff Lingerfelt as 

follows: 
 
Our thought for today is from John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only begotten son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish, but have eternal life.” 

Let us pray. Our God and Father; Your love for mankind goes beyond 
human comprehension.  Your love proves that You love the worst—the 
world of humanity, that you gave Your best—Your only begotten Son, 
and You ask the least—that we trust in Your Son. This is truly good news 
for our sinful state of affairs.  You did not spare Your very best for the 
worst of humanity.  In Your love we understand that You have provided 
our greatest need—redemption, how will you not provide for our lesser 
needs?  You most certainly will!  Since you have provided our greatest 
need, how will You not provide for our lesser needs. O Lord, we come 
asking for your assistance in leading this great State. Lead, guide and 
direct our proceedings and deliberations today, so that we might be 
pleasing to You—our Great Savior. Now may the God of all grace 
strengthen us to accomplish Your will is all our affairs. Amen. 

 
After corrections to the Journal of the proceedings of yesterday, the 

SPEAKER ordered it confirmed. 
 

SENT TO THE SENATE 
The following Bills and Joint Resolution were taken up, read the third 

time, and ordered sent to the Senate: 
 
H. 5201 -- Reps. Pedalino, Teeple, Erickson and Govan: A BILL TO 

AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
ENACTING THE "SAFE SCHOOLS ACT OF 2026" BY ADDING 
ARTICLE 6 TO CHAPTER 63, TITLE 59, SO AS TO ESTABLISH A 
MULTIJURISDICTIONAL SCHOOL SAFETY TASK FORCE, TO 
REQUIRE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO DEVELOP MULTIHAZARD 
EMERGENCY OPERATION PLANS, TO PROVIDE FOR 
CERTIFIED SCHOOL SAFETY ASSESSMENTS AND REQUIRED 
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LIVE DRILLS, AND TO PROVIDE OVERSIGHT AND TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE BY SLED, AMONG OTHER THINGS. 

 
H. 5506 -- Reps. Jordan, Williams, Atkinson, Kirby and Lowe: A 

BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 55-11-620, RELATING TO THE CREATION 
OF THE PEE DEE REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY, ITS 
MEMBERS, THEIR TERMS, AUTHORITY, VACANCIES, AND 
COMPENSATION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE MEMBERS OF THE 
PEE DEE REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY SHALL BE 
APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR UPON THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTY 
LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIONS. 

 
H. 5093 -- Reps. Caskey, Bannister, Long, Lawson, C. Mitchell and 

Yow: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 
LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 12-36-90, RELATING TO THE 
DEFINITION OF GROSS PROCEEDS OF SALES, SO AS TO 
EXCLUDE AMOUNTS PAID BY STATE AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS FOR THE EMERGENCY SERVICES IP 
NETWORK. 

 
H. 5208 -- Reps. B. Newton and Moss: A BILL TO AMEND THE 

SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
12-36-2120, RELATING TO EXEMPTIONS FROM SALES TAX, SO 
AS TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN UNPREPARED FOODS, THAT 
MAY BE PURCHASED WITH FOOD COUPONS WHICH ARE 
EXEMPT FROM TAXES, ARE NOT LIMITED TO CERTAIN 
FEDERAL REGULATIONS. 

 
H. 4576 -- Reps. Bannister and Clyburn: A BILL TO AMEND THE 

SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
9-20-10, RELATING TO STATE OPTIONAL RETIREMENT 
PROGRAM DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO INCLUDE SPECIAL 
PURPOSE DISTRICTS IN THE DEFINITION OF "EMPLOYER." 

 
H. 4589 -- Rep. Gilliam: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 

CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 4-10-470, 
RELATING TO COUNTIES IN WHICH THE EDUCATION 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS SALES AND USE TAX MAY BE 
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IMPOSED, SO AS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL 
AUTHORIZATIONS. 

 
H. 4477 -- Reps. Landing, Cobb-Hunter, Rivers, Williams, Luck, 

King, Gilliard, Waters, Henderson-Myers, Collins, Schuessler, 
Herbkersman, M. M. Smith, Govan and Hart: A BILL TO AMEND 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE 
"HEIRS' PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT" BY AMENDING 
SECTION 12-37-3150, RELATING TO DETERMINING WHEN AN 
ASSESSIBLE TRANSFER OF INTEREST OCCURS, SO AS TO 
EXCLUDE TRANSFERS MADE AMONG FAMILY MEMBERS TO 
CLEAR THE TITLE OF HEIRS' PROPERTY. 

 
H. 5537 -- Rep. Hayes: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO DIRECT THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, THE STATE FISCAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY AUTHORITY, OR THE APPROPRIATE 
AGENCY, TO TRANSFER THE NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY IN 
DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO THE CITY OF 
DILLON. 

 
H. 5538 -- Reps. Pope, Herbkersman, G. M. Smith, Hartz, 

W. Newton, Jordan, Ligon, Oremus, Neese, Taylor, Hiott, Cromer, 
Gilreath, Morgan, Lastinger, Huff, Burns, Chumley, Beach, D. Mitchell, 
McCabe, Pedalino, Vaughan, Kilmartin, Gibson and Govan: A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
ENACTING THE "GUARANTEE BANKING ACT" BY ADDING 
CHAPTER 47 TO TITLE 34 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR FAIRNESS 
AND TRANSPARENCY IN BANKING. 

 
H. 4476 -- Reps. Rutherford, Bamberg, J. Moore, Herbkersman and 

Rivers: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 
LAWS BY ADDING CHAPTER 80 TO TITLE 39 ENTITLED 
"SOUTH CAROLINA-BAHAMAS TRADE COMMISSION" SO AS 
TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA-BAHAMAS TRADE 
COMMISSION AND PROVIDE FOR ITS MEMBERSHIP AND 
PURPOSE. 

 
H. 5018 -- Rep. G. M. Smith: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 

CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 1-1-1210, 
RELATING TO ANNUAL SALARIES OF CERTAIN STATE 
OFFICERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT SALARIES OF THE 
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GOVERNOR AND THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR MUST BE 
BASED ON RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE AGENCY HEAD 
SALARY COMMISSION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 8-11-160, RELATING TO THE AGENCY 
HEAD SALARY COMMISSION AND SALARY INCREASES FOR 
AGENCY HEADS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT SALARIES OF THE 
GOVERNOR AND THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR MUST BE 
BASED ON RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE AGENCY HEAD 
SALARY COMMISSION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND TO 
REQUIRE THE COMMISSION TO AUTHORIZE A STUDY EVERY 
FOUR YEARS TO RECOMMEND SALARY RANGES FOR THE 
GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR; AND BY 
AMENDING SECTION 8-11-165, RELATING TO THE AGENCY 
HEAD SALARY COMMISSION AND ITS DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES. 

 
ORDERED ENROLLED FOR RATIFICATION 

The following Bill was read the third time, passed and, having 
received three readings in both Houses, it was ordered that the title be 
changed to that of an Act, and that be enrolled for ratification: 

 
S. 895 -- Senators Verdin, Alexander and Hutto: A BILL TO AMEND 

THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING 
SECTION 44-7-130, RELATING TO STATE HEALTH FACILITY 
LICENSURE ACT DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO ADD TO THE 
DEFINITION OF "HOSPITAL" ALL HOSPITALS THAT CONVERT 
TO RURAL EMERGENCY HOSPITALS. 

 
RETURNED TO THE SENATE WITH AMENDMENTS 

The following Bill was taken up, read the third time, and ordered 
returned to the Senate with amendments: 

 
S. 454 -- Senator Hembree: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 

CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-40, 
RELATING TO DEFINITIONS PERTAINING TO CHARTER 
SCHOOLS, SO AS TO CHANGE REFERENCES FROM "SPONSOR" 
TO "AUTHORIZER" AND TO PROVIDE OTHER DEFINITIONS; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-50, RELATING TO 
EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO REQUIRE A CHARTER SCHOOL TO 
POST THEIR ANNUAL AUDIT ON THEIR WEBSITE AND TO 
NOTIFY AND PROVIDE A COPY OF ANY EDUCATION 
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MANAGEMENT CONTRACTS TO THE AUTHORIZER; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 59-40-55, RELATING TO AUTHORIZER 
POWERS AND DUTIES AND THE RETENTION OF FUNDS, SO AS 
TO REQUIRE THE AUTHORIZER TO ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT 
POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND PRACTICES THAT ENSURE 
GOOD GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 59-40-60, RELATING TO CHARTER 
APPLICATIONS AND COMMITTEES, SO AS TO EXPAND THE 
CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION TO INCLUDE ANY 
PROPOSED CHARTER OR EDUCATION MANAGEMENT 
CONTRACTS CONTEMPLATED BY THE CHARTER SCHOOL; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-70, RELATING TO 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES, SO AS TO 
SET A TIME FRAME TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
APPLICATION FOR A CHARTER SCHOOL; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 59-40-75, RELATING TO THE REMOVAL OF AN 
AUTHORIZER OR MEMBER OF A DISTRICT OR GOVERNING 
BOARD, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE GOVERNOR TO VACATE THE 
SEAT OF A MEMBER OF AN AUTHORIZER OR CHARTER 
SCHOOL GOVERNING BOARD WHO IS INDICTED FOR A 
CRIME; AND TO ALLOW THE GOVERNOR TO REMOVE A 
MEMBER FOR CHRONIC UNEXCUSED ABSENTEEISM, 
MEDICAL INCOMPETENCY, OR MEDICAL INCAPACITY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 59-40-90, RELATING TO APPEALS TO 
THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT, SO AS TO ALLOW AN 
APPEAL FOR ANY FINAL DECISION MADE PURSUANT TO 
THIS CHAPTER BE MADE TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
COURT; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-115, RELATING TO 
TERMINATION OF A CONTRACT WITH AN AUTHORIZER, SO 
AS TO ALLOW A CHARTER SCHOOL TO TERMINATE ITS 
CHARTER AND CONTRACT WITH AN AUTHORIZER UNDER 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-150, 
RELATING TO THE DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION, SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE DUTIES OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO SERVE AS THE STATE 
EDUCATION AGENCY FOR EACH AUTHORIZER AND 
ANNUALLY REVIEW THE POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND 
PERFORMANCE OF EACH AUTHORIZER FOR COMPLIANCE; 
AND BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-180, RELATING TO 
REGULATIONS AND GUIDELINES, SO AS TO CLARIFY THAT 
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GUIDELINES WILL BE APPLICABLE TO NEW AUTHORIZERS 
AND CHARTER SCHOOLS. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

At 10:35 a.m. the House, in accordance with the ruling of the 
SPEAKER, adjourned to meet at 12:00 noon, Tuesday, April 28. 

*** 
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