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Wednesday, April 9, 2025 
(Statewide Session) 

 
Indicates Matter Stricken 
Indicates New Matter 
 
 The Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood 
adjourned, and was called to order by the ACTING PRESIDENT, 
Senator CROMER.  (This is a Statewide Session day established 
under the provisions of Senate Rule 1B.  Members not having 
scheduled committee or subcommittee meetings may be in their 
home districts without effect on their session attendance record.) 
 

CO-SPONSOR ADDED 
 The following co-sponsor was added to the respective Bill: 
S. 508  Sen. Climer 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 The following were introduced: 
 
 H. 3285 -- Reps. Landing, Spann-Wilder, Garvin, Cobb-Hunter, 
Henderson-Myers, Hartnett, Bustos, J. L. Johnson, Teeple, 
Wickensimer, M. M. Smith, Davis, Holman, Waters, Rivers and Gilliard:  
A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
ADDING SECTION 23-23-57 SO AS TO PROVIDE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE 
CONTINUING LAW ENFORCEMENT EDUCATION CREDITS IN 
AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 
44-61-80, RELATING TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN 
CERTIFICATION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TECHNICIAN TRAINING PROGRAM MUST INCLUDE 
COURSES IN AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER. 
lc-0095cm25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 H. 3387 -- Reps. G. M. Smith, W. Newton, B. Newton, Robbins, 
Mitchell, Pope, Chapman, McCravy, Chumley, Taylor, Forrest, Long, 
Ligon, Guest, Crawford, Edgerton, M. M. Smith, B. L. Cox, Holman, 
Davis, Brewer, Murphy, Calhoon, Erickson, Bradley, Williams, Hixon, 
Burns, Hewitt, Gilreath, Cromer, Oremus and Hartz:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING 
ARTICLE 3 TO CHAPTER 37, TITLE 27 SO AS TO ENTITLE THE 
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ARTICLE "EJECTMENT OF UNLAWFUL OCCUPANTS OF A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING," TO DEFINE NECESSARY TERMS, 
TO PROVIDE AN ALTERNATIVE REMEDY TO REMOVE 
PERSONS UNLAWFULLY OCCUPYING A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING; TO REDESIGNATE CHAPTER 37, TITLE 27 AS 
"EJECTMENT PROCEEDINGS"; TO REDESIGNATE THE 
EXISTING SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 37, TITLE 27 AS ARTICLE 1, 
CHAPTER 37, TITLE 27 AND ENTITLE IT "EJECTMENT OF 
TENANTS"; AND BY ADDING SECTION 16-11-521 SO AS TO 
ESTABLISH THE OFFENSE OF CRIMINAL MISCHIEF. 
lc-0038hdb25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 H. 3569 -- Reps. M. M. Smith, Pope, Davis, Cobb-Hunter, Wetmore, 
Henderson-Myers, Erickson, Rivers and Gilliard:  A BILL TO AMEND 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 
27-40-350 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT RESIDENTIAL TENANTS 
WHO ARE VICTIMS OF CERTAIN DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
OFFENSES MAY TERMINATE A RENTAL AGREEMENT AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR NECESSARY REQUIREMENTS; AND BY 
AMENDING SECTION 27-40-210, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, 
SO AS TO DEFINE TERMS. 
lc-0147sa25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 H. 3578 -- Reps. Rivers, Spann-Wilder, Pedalino, Cobb-Hunter, 
Atkinson, McDaniel, M. M. Smith, Schuessler, Henderson-Myers, 
Gilliard, Waters, Garvin, Williams and Reese:  A BILL TO AMEND 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING 
SECTION 59-29-15, RELATING TO THE REQUIREMENT THAT 
CURSIVE WRITING BE TAUGHT IN PUBLIC ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS, SO AS TO SPECIFY THAT THE CURSIVE WRITING 
INSTRUCTION MUST BEGIN IN SECOND GRADE AND 
CONTINUE IN EACH GRADE THROUGH FIFTH GRADE. 
lc-0192wab25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education. 
 
 H. 3768 -- Reps. Brewer, Gatch, Robbins, Schuessler and Sessions:  A 
BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING ACT 36 OF 2019, RELATING TO HIGHWAY SYSTEM 
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CONSTRUCTION, SO AS TO CHANGE THE SUNSET 
EXPIRATION PROVISION TO JULY 1, 2031. 
lc-0129cm25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 
 H. 3801 -- Reps. Erickson, Willis and Crawford:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 11-35-710, RELATING TO EXEMPTIONS 
FROM THE STATE PROCUREMENT CODE, SO AS TO ADD 
PLANNING FOR REPAIRS TO BRIDGES, HIGHWAYS, ROADS, 
AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS ON THE STATE'S RIGHTS OF 
WAY TO THE LIST OF EXEMPTIONS AND TO PROVIDE 
CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS. 
lc-0189sa25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 
 H. 3831 -- Reps. Lawson, Hayes, Sessions, T. Moore, McCravy, 
Guffey, Chapman, M. M. Smith, Gagnon, Martin, Moss, Duncan, 
Sanders, Grant, Howard, Bauer, Pedalino, Robbins, Schuessler, Rivers 
and Waters:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 
OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE "SMART HEART ACT" BY 
ADDING SECTION 59-17-165 SO AS TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS 
AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF A CARDIAC EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
PLAN IN EACH PUBLIC SCHOOL; AND BY AMENDING 
SECTION 59-17-155, RELATING TO THE AUTOMATED 
EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR PROGRAM IN HIGH SCHOOLS, 
SO AS TO PROVIDE EACH PUBLIC SCHOOL SHALL ENSURE 
THE PRESENCE OF AN AUTOMATED EXTERNAL 
DEFIBRILLATOR ONSITE AND WITHIN CERTAIN PROXIMITY 
OF SCHOOL ATHLETIC VENUES, AND TO PROVIDE RELATED 
TESTING, MAINTENANCE, AND PERSONNEL TRAINING 
REQUIREMENTS. 
lc-0240wab25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education. 
 
 H. 3841 -- Reps. Hewitt, B. Newton, Yow, Hardee, Bailey, M. M. 
Smith, Teeple, Kirby, Bustos, Landing, Brewer, Hartnett, Lawson, 
Davis, Murphy and Weeks:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 12-43-220, 
RELATING TO ASSESSMENT RATIOS, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
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THAT UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, PROPERTY 
RECEIVING THE FOUR PERCENT ASSESSMENT RATIO SHALL 
CONTINUE AT FOUR PERCENT WHEN THE OWNER DIES; AND 
BY ADDING SECTION 12-37-460 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT 
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES PROPERTY TAX 
EXEMPTIONS SHALL CONTINUE TO APPLY WHEN THE 
OWNER DIES. 
lc-0130dg25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 
 H. 3856 -- Rep. Erickson:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 56-1-80, 
RELATING TO APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSES OR PERMITS, SO 
AS TO DELETE THE TERM "BLOOD TYPE" AND REPLACE IT 
WITH THE TERM "INFORMATION"; BY AMENDING SECTION 
56-1-3350, RELATING TO ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL 
IDENTIFICATION CARDS AND VETERAN DESIGNATIONS ON 
DRIVERS' LICENSES, SO AS TO PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION 
THAT MUST BE SUBMITTED ON APPLICATIONS FOR A 
PERSON'S BLOOD TYPE TO APPEAR ON A SPECIAL 
IDENTIFICATION CARD, AND PROVIDE A CAUSE OF ACTION 
BASED ON INACCURATE INFORMATION CONTAINED ON 
IDENTIFICATION CARDS OR DRIVERS' RECORDS; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 56-3-20, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, SO 
AS TO DEFINE THE TERM "RENTAL TRAILER"; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 56-3-785, RELATING TO ISSUANCE OF PERMANENT 
LICENSE PLATES TO CERTAIN OWNERS OF TRAILERS AND 
SEMI TRAILERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 
LICENSE PLATES TO OWNERS OF RENTAL TRAILERS, AND 
MAKE TECHNICAL CHANGES; BY AMENDING SECTION 56-3-
2320, RELATING TO DEALER AND WHOLESALER LICENSE 
PLATES, SO AS TO REVISE THE NUMBER OF MOTOR VEHICLE 
SALES THAT MUST BE MADE BEFORE DEALER PLATES MAY 
BE ISSUED; BY AMENDING SECTION 56-15-560, RELATING TO 
APPLICATIONS FOR WHOLESALE MOTOR VEHICLE AUCTION 
LICENSES AND FEES, SO AS TO REVISE EXPIRATION DATES 
FOR THE LICENSES AND INCREASE THE LICENSE FEES; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 56-19-10, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, SO 
AS TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF THE TERM "BUS"; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 56-23-85, RELATING TO DRIVER 
INSTRUCTOR PERMITS, SO AS TO REVISE THE EXPIRATION 
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DATES FOR THE PERMITS AND PROVIDE A SCHEDULE OF 
FEES; BY AMENDING SECTION 56-37-30, RELATING TO 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POINTS SYSTEM FOR EVALUATING 
PERFORMANCE RECORDS OF DEALERS, SO AS TO ELIMINATE 
CERTAIN CONDUCT THAT RESULTS IN POINT VIOLATIONS 
AND ADD ADDITIONAL CONDUCT THAT RESULTS IN POINT 
VIOLATIONS; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 56-37-70, 
RELATING TO SUSPENSIONS OF LICENSES, SO AS TO DELETE 
THE TERM "CERTIFIED" AND REPLACE IT WITH THE TERM 
"NORMAL." 
lc-0146cm25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Transportation. 
 
 H. 3863 -- Reps. Davis, M. M. Smith, Rivers, Henderson-Myers, 
Waters and Pope:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
CODE OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE "SOUTH CAROLINA STEM 
OPPORTUNITY ACT" BY ADDING ARTICLE 17 TO CHAPTER 1, 
TITLE 13, SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS 
(STEM) COALITION, THE SOUTH CAROLINA SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS (STEM) 
EDUCATION FUND WITHIN THE STATE TREASURY, AND THE 
SC STEM COALITION ADVISORY COUNCIL, AND TO PROVIDE 
THEIR RESPECTIVE PURPOSES AND FUNCTIONS. 
lc-0223wab25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Labor, Commerce 
and Industry. 
 
 H. 3869 -- Rep. Bannister:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 12-36-
2120, RELATING TO SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE FOR A SALES TAX EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN 
CLOTHING REQUIRED FOR USE IN PERISHABLE PREPARED 
FOOD MANUFACTURING FACILITIES. 
lc-0196sa25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 
 H. 4011 -- Rep. Erickson:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 56-1-70, 
RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF TEMPORARY DRIVERS' 
PERMITS, SO AS TO DELETE THE TERM "TEMPORARY 
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DRIVER'S PERMIT" AND REPLACE IT WITH THE TERM 
"TEMPORARY DRIVING CERTIFICATE," AND TO PROVIDE FOR 
THE ISSUANCE OF TEMPORARY IDENTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATES; AND BY ADDING SECTION 56-1-560 SO AS TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE EXPEDITED ISSUANCE OF BEGINNERS' 
PERMITS, DRIVERS' LICENSES, AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS. 
lc-0184cm25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Transportation. 
 
 H. 4160 -- Reps. W. Newton, G. M. Smith, Jordan, Caskey, Bannister, 
Pope, Mitchell and Yow:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 14-5-610, 
RELATING TO THE DIVISION OF THE STATE INTO SIXTEEN 
JUDICIAL CIRCUITS, THE NUMBER OF JUDGES TO BE 
ELECTED FROM EACH CIRCUIT, AND THE ELECTION OF AT-
LARGE JUDGES WITHOUT REGARD TO COUNTY OR CIRCUIT 
OF RESIDENCE, SO AS TO CONVERT FIVE AT-LARGE CIRCUIT 
COURT SEATS TO RESIDENT SEATS IN THE THIRD, SEVENTH, 
NINTH, ELEVENTH, AND TWELFTH CIRCUITS. 
lc-0125ahb25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 H. 4290 -- Reps. Guest, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey, Chapman, 
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B. J. Cox, B. L. Cox, 
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest, 
Frank, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath, 
Govan, Grant, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, 
Hartz, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, 
Holman, Hosey, Howard, Huff, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, Jones, 
Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe, 
Luck, Magnuson, Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, 
McGinnis, Mitchell, Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss, 
Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope, 
Rankin, Reese, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler, 
Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, 
Teeple, Terribile, Vaughan, Waters, Weeks, Wetmore, White, Whitmire, 
Wickensimer, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow:  A CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORRY OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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UPON THE PASSING OF REVEREND THOMAS N. BRITTAIN OF 
SPARTANBURG COUNTY AND TO EXTEND THEIR DEEPEST 
SYMPATHY TO HIS LARGE AND LOVING FAMILY AND MANY 
FRIENDS. 
lc-0213hdb-jn25.docx 
 The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the 
House. 
 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
 Senator HEMBREE from the Committee on Education submitted a 
favorable with amendment report on: 
 S. 454 -- Senator Hembree:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-40, 
RELATING TO DEFINITIONS PERTAINING TO CHARTER 
SCHOOLS, SO AS TO CHANGE REFERENCES FROM “SPONSOR” 
TO “AUTHORIZER” AND TO PROVIDE OTHER DEFINITIONS; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-50, RELATING TO 
EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO REQUIRE A CHARTER SCHOOL TO 
POST THEIR ANNUAL AUDIT ON THEIR WEBSITE AND TO 
NOTIFY AND PROVIDE A COPY OF ANY EDUCATION 
MANAGEMENT CONTRACTS TO THE AUTHORIZER; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 59-40-55, RELATING TO AUTHORIZER 
POWERS AND DUTIES AND THE RETENTION OF FUNDS, SO AS 
TO REQUIRE THE AUTHORIZER TO ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT 
POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND PRACTICES THAT ENSURE 
GOOD GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 59-40-60, RELATING TO CHARTER 
APPLICATIONS AND COMMITTEES, SO AS TO EXPAND THE 
CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION TO INCLUDE ANY 
PROPOSED CHARTER OR EDUCATION MANAGEMENT 
CONTRACTS CONTEMPLATED BY THE CHARTER SCHOOL; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 59-40-70, RELATING TO APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES, SO AS TO SET A TIME 
FRAME TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE APPLICATION 
FOR A CHARTER SCHOOL; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-75, 
RELATING TO THE REMOVAL OF AN AUTHORIZER OR 
MEMBER OF A DISTRICT OR GOVERNING BOARD, SO AS TO 
REQUIRE THE GOVERNOR TO VACATE THE SEAT OF A 
MEMBER OF AN AUTHORIZER OR CHARTER SCHOOL 
GOVERNING BOARD WHO IS INDICTED FOR A CRIME; AND TO 
ALLOW THE GOVERNOR TO REMOVE A MEMBER FOR 
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CHRONIC UNEXCUSED ABSENTEEISM, MEDICAL 
INCOMPETENCY, OR MEDICAL INCAPACITY; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 59-40-90, RELATING TO APPEALS TO THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT, SO AS TO ALLOW AN APPEAL 
FOR ANY FINAL DECISION MADE PURSUANT TO THIS 
CHAPTER BE MADE TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-115, RELATING TO 
TERMINATION OF A CONTRACT WITH AN AUTHORIZER, SO 
AS TO ALLOW A CHARTER SCHOOL TO TERMINATE ITS 
CHARTER AND CONTRACT WITH AN AUTHORIZER UNDER 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-150, 
RELATING TO THE DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION, SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE DUTIES OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO SERVE AS THE STATE 
EDUCATION AGENCY FOR EACH AUTHORIZER AND 
ANNUALLY REVIEW THE POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND 
PERFORMANCE OF EACH AUTHORIZER FOR COMPLIANCE; 
AND BY AMENDING SECTION 59-40-180, RELATING TO 
REGULATIONS AND GUIDELINES, SO AS TO CLARIFY THAT 
GUIDELINES WILL BE APPLICABLE TO NEW AUTHORIZERS 
AND CHARTER SCHOOLS. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 At 11:05 A.M., on motion of Senator DEVINE, the Senate adjourned 
to meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M., under the provisions of Rule 1B. 

* * * 
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