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Thursday, January 22, 2026 
(Statewide Session) 

 
Indicates Matter Stricken 
Indicates New Matter 
 
 The Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood 
adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT. 
 A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion 
by the Chaplain as follows: 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 
 In Jeremiah we read that the Lord says: “ ‘For I know the plans I have 
for you. . . plans for your welfare and not for harm, plans to give you a 
future and hope.’ ”      
 Friends, let us pray:  Most Holy God, over and over each day we find 
ourselves catching the world’s latest headlines there on our devices, and 
quite frequently we inevitably say to ourselves or to another, “Oh, my 
goodness.”  And it is no surprise that we so react; after all, this 
tumultuous period we are living through is certainly challenging.  Yet, 
dear Lord, I believe that pushing a panic button is rarely the way to 
respond.  Rather, each one of us in such moments needs more than ever 
to trust in You.  So, dear Lord, today I pray that You will remind these 
Senators, their staff aides, and, indeed, all of us that Your plans for our 
future are ultimately full of hope.  Consequently, by Your grace may all 
of us trust fully in that which you promise -- thereby doing what is right.  
And also, O God, we ask that You will keep safe all of our citizens as 
challenging if not menacing weather days loom ahead this weekend.  
Enfold us all in Your tender care. In Your loving name do we pray, Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of 
Grand Juries and such like papers. 
 

Call of the Senate 
 Senator PEELER moved that a Call of the Senate be made.  The 
following Senators answered the Call: 
 
Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Blackmon Bright 
Campsen Cash Chaplin 
Cromer Davis Devine 
Elliott Garrett Graham 
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Grooms Hembree Hutto 
Jackson Johnson Kennedy 
Kimbrell Leber Martin 
Massey Matthews Ott 
Peeler Rankin Reichenbach 
Rice Sabb Stubbs 
Sutton Tedder Turner 
Walker Williams Young 
Zell 
 
 A quorum being present, the Senate resumed. 
 

Leave of Absence 
 On motion of Senator ADAMS, at 11:07 A.M., Senator 
FERNANDEZ was granted a leave of absence for today. 
 

Leave of Absence 
 On motion of Senator RICE, at 11:07 A.M., Senator CORBIN was 
granted a leave of absence for today. 
 

Expression of Personal Interest 
 Senator CASH rose for an Expression of Personal Interest. 
 

Remarks to be Printed 
 On motion of Senator MARTIN, with unanimous consent, the remarks 
of Senator CASH, when reduced to writing and made available to the 
Desk, would be printed in the Journal. 

 
Expression of Personal Interest 

 Senator BRIGHT rose for an Expression of Personal Interest. 
 

Expression of Personal Interest 
 Senator MASSEY rose for an Expression of Personal Interest. 
 

Remarks to be Printed 
 On motion of Senator PEELER, with unanimous consent, the remarks 
of Senator MASSEY, when reduced to writing and made available to the 
Desk, would be printed in the Journal. 
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CO-SPONSORS ADDED 
 The following co-sponsors were added to the respective Bills: 
S. 76  Sen. Garrett 
S. 111  Sen. Garrett 
S. 427  Sen. Garrett 
S. 428  Sen. Garrett 
S. 455  Sen. Garrett 
S. 768  Sen. Garrett 
S. 783  Sen. Rice 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 The following was introduced: 
 
 S. 845 -- Senator Young:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 63-11-
1930, RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE 
CHILD FATALITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE, SO AS TO ADD 
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
COMMISSION FOR COMMUNITY ADVANCEMENT AND 
ENGAGEMENT; BY AMENDING SECTION 63-11-1930, SO AS TO 
INCLUDE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA COMMISSION FOR COMMUNITY ADVANCEMENT 
AND ENGAGEMENT, THE STATE CHILD ADVOCATE, A 
COUNTY CORONER OR MEDICAL EXAMINER, AND A 
SOLICITOR AS MEMBERS WHO WILL SERVE EX OFFICIO AND 
MAY APPOINT A DESIGNEE; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 63-
11-1930, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE 
COMMITTEE MUST BE APPOINTED AND DULY QUALIFIED. 
sr-0019qg26.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Family and 
Veterans' Services. 
 
THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE 
UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR. 
 

READ THE THIRD TIME 
SENT TO THE HOUSE 

 The following Resolutions were read the third time and ordered sent 
to the House: 
 S. 769 -- Senators Peeler, Alexander, Kimbrell, Verdin, Hembree, 
Turner and Bennett:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
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CONTINUING AUTHORITY TO PAY THE EXPENSES OF STATE 
GOVERNMENT IF THE 2026-2027 FISCAL YEAR BEGINS 
WITHOUT A GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2026-2027 HAVING BEEN ENACTED, AND TO PROVIDE 
EXCEPTIONS. 
 
 S. 779 -- Senators Massey, Hutto, Zell, Devine and Adams:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT EACH MEMBER OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL RECEIVE A MONTHLY 
LEGISLATIVE EXPENSE ALLOWANCE OF ONE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ALLOCATION OF 
LEGISLATIVE EXPENSE ALLOWANCE PAYMENTS BETWEEN 
MEMBERS WHOSE SEATS WERE VACATED DURING FISCAL 
YEAR 2025-2026 AND THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO FILL THE 
VACANCY; AND TO PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY WHOSE SEATS WERE VACATED DUE 
TO THE MEMBER BEING CONVICTED OF OR PLEADING GUILT 
OR NOLO CONTENDERE TO A FELONY ARE NOT ENTITLED TO 
A LEGISLATIVE EXPENSE ALLOWANCE PAYMENT 
PURSUANT TO THIS ACT. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 76 -- Senators Hembree, Grooms, Young, Goldfinch, Sabb, 
Alexander, Kennedy, Cromer, Zell, Williams and Garrett:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 16-8-230, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, SO 
AS TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATE DEFINITIONS; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 16-8-240, RELATING TO USE OF OR THREAT OF 
PHYSICAL VIOLENCE BY CRIMINAL GANG MEMBERS AND 
PENALTIES, SO AS TO ESTABLISH UNLAWFUL CRIMINAL 
GANG ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-245 SO AS TO 
PROVIDE ADMISSIBILITY OF CRIMINAL GANG AND 
CRIMINAL GANG ACTIVITY EVIDENCE DURING A TRIAL OR 
PROCEEDING; BY AMENDING SECTION 16-8-250, RELATING 
TO PREVENTING WITNESSES OR VICTIMS FROM TESTIFYING 
AND PENALTIES, SO AS TO PROVIDE A MECHANISM TO 
ABATE A PUBLIC NUISANCE OF REAL PROPERTY USED BY A 
CRIMINAL GANG; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-275 SO AS TO 
PROVIDE ADMISSIBILITY IN A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING OF 
THE ACCUSED'S COMMISSION OF CRIMINAL GANG 
ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-520 SO AS TO PROVIDE 
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APPROPRIATE DEFINITIONS FOR THE ANTI-RACKETEERING 
ACT; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-530 SO AS TO MAKE IT 
UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO ENGAGE IN 
RACKETEERING ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-540 SO 
AS TO PROVIDE CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR ENGAGING IN 
RACKETEERING ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-550 SO 
AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE CIRCUIT COURT MAY ENJOIN 
VIOLATIONS OF THE ANTI-RACKETEERING ACT BY ISSUING 
APPROPRIATE ORDERS; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-560 SO AS 
TO ESTABLISH JURISDICTION FOR RACKETEERING 
ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-570 SO AS TO PROVIDE 
PROTECTION FROM DISCLOSURE OF INFORMANTS; AND BY 
AMENDING SECTION 14-7-1630, RELATING TO JURISDICTION 
OF JURIES, NOTIFICATION TO IMPANEL JURIES, POWERS AND 
DUTIES OF IMPANELING AND PRESIDING JUDGES, THE 
TRANSFER OF INCOMPLETE INVESTIGATIONS, EFFECTIVE 
DATES AND NOTICE REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO 
ORDERS OF JUDGE, AND APPEALS, SO AS TO ADD THE CRIME 
OF RACKETEERING TO THE JURISDICTION OF THE STATE 
GRAND JURY. 
 On motion of Senator MARTIN, the Bill was carried over. 
 

OBJECTION 
 S. 768 -- Senators Peeler, Alexander, Kimbrell, Verdin, Massey, 
Hembree, Turner, Williams, Rice, Stubbs and Davis:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 12‑37‑250, RELATING TO THE 
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION, SO AS TO INCREASE THE 
EXEMPTION TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 
TO REDUCE THE AGE ELIGIBILITY TO SIXTY; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 12‑37‑266, RELATING TO THE HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION, SO AS TO MAKE A CONFORMING CHANGE; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 12‑37‑280, RELATING TO THE 
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION, SO AS TO MAKE A CONFORMING 
CHANGE; BY AMENDING SECTION 12‑37‑290, RELATING TO 
THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION, SO AS TO MAKE A 
CONFORMING CHANGE; BY AMENDING SECTION 12‑37‑220, 
RELATING TO GENERAL EXEMPTION FROM TAXES, SO AS TO 
MAKE A CONFORMING CHANGE; BY AMENDING SECTION 
11‑11‑150, RELATING TO DEDUCTIONS FOR THE TRUST FUND 
FOR TAX RELIEF, SO AS TO MAKE A CONFORMING CHANGE; 
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AND BY REPEALING SECTION 12‑37‑245 RELATING TO THE 
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION. 
 Senator PEELER objected to the consideration of the Bill. 
 

OBJECTION 
 H. 4216 -- Reps. Bannister, Pope, G.M. Smith, B. Newton, Hiott, 
Murphy, Moss, Crawford, Bradley, Hager, M.M. Smith, Bustos, 
Landing, Lowe, Lawson, B.J. Cox, Jordan, Brittain, Forrest, Neese, 
Vaughan, Long, Montgomery, Davis, Sessions, C. Mitchell, Gatch, 
Herbkersman, Schuessler, Caskey, T. Moore, Hewitt, Erickson, Bowers, 
Gilliam, Teeple, Guest, Bailey, Guffey, Holman, Yow, Ballentine, 
Martin, Calhoon, Taylor, Hartnett, Robbins, Willis, B.L. Cox, Ligon, 
Brewer, Gagnon, Hartz, Hixon and Pedalino:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
12-6-510, RELATING TO INCOME TAX RATES FOR 
INDIVIDUALS, ESTATES, AND TRUSTS, SO AS TO REDUCE THE 
INCOME TAX RATE TO A FLAT 3.99 PERCENT AND TO SET 
FORTH STANDARDS FOR ADDITIONAL REDUCTIONS; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 12-6-50, RELATING TO INTERNAL 
REVENUE CODE SECTIONS SPECIFICALLY NOT ADOPTED BY 
THE STATE, SO AS TO NOT ADOPT THE FEDERAL STANDARD 
DEDUCTION AND ITEMIZED DEDUCTION; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 12-6-1140, RELATING TO INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS, 
SO AS TO ALLOW FOR A SOUTH CAROLINA INCOME 
ADJUSTED DEDUCTION (SCIAD); BY AMENDING SECTION 12-
6-4910, RELATING TO PERSONS REQUIRED TO FILE A TAX 
RETURN, SO AS TO MAKE A CONFORMING CHANGE TO THE 
CALCULATION; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 12-6-1720, 
RELATING TO ADJUSTMENTS TO THE TAXABLE INCOME OF 
NONRESIDENT INDIVIDUALS, SO AS TO MAKE A 
CONFORMING CHANGE. 
 Senator PEELER objected to the consideration of the Bill. 
 
THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE INTERRUPTED DEBATE. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 52 -- Senators Davis, Cash, Gambrell, Grooms, Jackson, Devine, 
Climer, Johnson, Adams, Turner, Kimbrell, Sutton, Blackmon, 
Williams, Alexander and Verdin:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 56‑5‑2930, 
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RELATING TO OPERATING MOTOR VEHICLES WHILE UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS. (Abbreviated title) 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being 
the second reading of the Bill. 
 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Bill was carried over. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed to stand adjourned. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 At 11:40 A.M., on motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate adjourned 
to meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M. under the provisions of Rule 1 for the 
purpose of taking up local matters and uncontested matters which have 
previously received unanimous consent to be taken up. 
 

* * * 
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